The Ascendant

Introduction

The nature of power is a complex and multifaceted
phenomenon that has been studied by philosophers,
historians, sociologists, and political scientists for
centuries. In this book, we will explore the different
dimensions of power, its sources, its uses, and its
abuses. We will also examine the history of power,
from the ancient world to the present day, and
consider the role that power plays in politics,
economics, the media, religion, the military, education,
science and technology, and other aspects of human

life.

Power can be defined as the ability to influence or
control the behavior of others. It can be exercised
through a variety of means, including coercion,

persuasion, manipulation, or simply by setting the
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agenda. Power can be formal or informal, legitimate or

illegitimate, and it can be used for good or for evil.

The sources of power are also varied. Some people
derive power from their position in society, such as a
political leader or a wealthy businessperson. Others
derive power from their personal qualities, such as
charisma or intelligence. Still others derive power from
their control over resources, such as money or

information.

Power can be used for a variety of purposes. It can be
used to achieve personal goals, to promote the interests
of a particular group or organization, or to make a
positive difference in the world. However, power can
also be used for destructive purposes, such as to

oppress or exploit others.

The history of power is a long and bloody one.
Throughout history, individuals and groups have
sought to acquire and maintain power by any means

necessary. This has often led to conflict, violence, and
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oppression. However, the history of power is also a
story of progress. Over time, we have developed a
better understanding of the nature of power and how it

can be used for good.

In this book, we will explore the complex and
multifaceted nature of power. We will examine its
sources, its uses, and its abuses. We will also consider
the history of power and the role that it plays in
various aspects of human life. Our goal is to provide a
deeper understanding of power and how it can be used

to create a more just and equitable world.



Book Description

In this thought-provoking and timely book, Pasquale De
Marco explores the complex and multifaceted nature of
power. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including
history, philosophy, politics, and economics, Pasquale
De Marco provides a comprehensive analysis of power,

its sources, its uses, and its abuses.

Pasquale De Marco begins by defining power as the
ability to influence or control the behavior of others.
He then examines the different sources of power, such
as position, personal qualities, and control over
resources. He also discusses the different ways that

power can be used, both for good and for evil.

Pasquale De Marco then turns his attention to the
history of power. He traces the development of power
from the ancient world to the present day, showing
how power has been used to shape societies and

civilizations. He also examines the role that power has



played in major historical events, such as wars,

revolutions, and social movements.

In the final chapters of the book, Pasquale De Marco
considers the role that power plays in various aspects
of human life, including politics, economics, the media,
religion, the military, education, science and
technology, and other aspects of human life. He argues
that power is a fundamental aspect of human existence
and that it is essential for understanding the world

around us.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by reflecting on the
future of power. He argues that the changing nature of
power in the 21st century is creating new challenges
and opportunities. He also discusses the potential for a
more just and equitable distribution of power in the

future.

This book is an essential read for anyone who wants to

understand the nature of power and its role in human



life. It is a timely and important book that will change

the way you think about power.



Chapter 1: The Nature of Power

What is power

Power is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that
has been studied by philosophers, historians,
sociologists, and political scientists for centuries. In this
topic, we will explore the question of "What is power?"
and examine some of the different ways that power can

be defined and understood.

One common definition of power is the ability to
influence or control the behavior of others. This
definition emphasizes the instrumental nature of
power, as it is often used to achieve specific goals or
outcomes. For example, a politician may use their
power to pass a law, a business leader may use their
power to increase profits, or a parent may use their

power to influence the behavior of their child.

Another way to define power is as the ability to set the

agenda or determine the terms of debate. This
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definition emphasizes the structural nature of power,
as it is often used to shape the way that people think
about and understand the world. For example, the
media has the power to set the agenda by deciding
which stories to cover and how to frame those stories.
This can have a significant impact on public opinion

and policy.

Finally, power can also be defined as the ability to
produce effects or make things happen. This definition
emphasizes the transformative nature of power, as it is
often used to create change or bring about new
possibilities. For example, an artist may use their
power to create a beautiful work of art, a scientist may
use their power to discover new knowledge, or an
activist may use their power to bring about social

change.

These are just a few of the many ways that power can
be defined and understood. The concept of power is

complex and multifaceted, and there is no single



definition that can fully capture its essence. However,
by exploring the different dimensions of power, we can
gain a better understanding of how it works and how it

can be used for good or for evil.



Chapter 1: The Nature of Power

The different sources of power

Power is a fundamental aspect of human society. It is
the ability to influence or control the behavior of
others, and it can be exercised in a variety of ways.
Some people derive power from their position in
society, such as a political leader or a wealthy
businessperson. Others derive power from their
personal qualities, such as charisma or intelligence.
Still others derive power from their control over

resources, such as money or information.
Positional power

Positional power is the power that comes from a
person's position in society. This can include political
power, economic power, or social power. For example,
a president has positional power because they are the
head of state. A CEO has positional power because they

are the head of a company. And a celebrity has
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positional power because they are well-known and

influential.
Personal power

Personal power is the power that comes from a
person's own qualities and abilities. This can include
charisma, intelligence, strength, or skill. For example, a
charismatic leader can inspire others to follow them.
An intelligent person can use their knowledge to
influence others. And a strong or skilled person can use

their physical abilities to intimidate or coerce others.
Resource power

Resource power is the power that comes from a
person's control over resources. This can include
money, information, or other valuable assets. For
example, a wealthy person can use their money to
influence politicians or to start a business. A person
with access to confidential information can use that

information to blackmail others. And a person with
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control over a valuable asset, such as a natural
resource, can use that asset to negotiate favorable

terms with others.

The different sources of power can be used for good or
for evil. Positional power can be used to promote the
public good or to oppress others. Personal power can
be used to inspire others or to manipulate them. And
resource power can be used to create wealth and

opportunity or to exploit others.

The key to using power responsibly is to be aware of
the different sources of power and to use them wisely.
Power should be used to promote the common good,

not to benefit a few at the expense of others.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Power

The relationship between power and

authority

Power and authority are two closely related concepts,
but they are not the same thing. Power is the ability to
influence or control the behavior of others, while

authority is the legitimate right to exercise power.

In some cases, power and authority go hand in hand.
For example, a government leader may have both the
power to make laws and the authority to enforce them.
However, this is not always the case. There are many
instances in which someone may have power without

authority, or authority without power.

For example, a wealthy businessperson may have a
great deal of power, but they may not have the
authority to make laws or enforce them. Similarly, a

religious leader may have a great deal of authority, but
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they may not have the power to enforce their

teachings.

The relationship between power and authority is a
complex one. Sometimes, power and authority
reinforce each other. For example, a government
leader with a strong popular mandate may be able to
exercise their power more effectively. However,
sometimes power and authority can come into conflict.
For example, a government leader who tries to exercise
their power in a way that is not supported by the

people may face resistance or even rebellion.

The relationship between power and authority is also
constantly evolving. In the past, authority was often
seen as something that was inherited or bestowed by
God. However, in modern democracies, authority is
increasingly seen as something that is earned through

the consent of the governed.

This changing relationship between power and

authority has had a profound impact on the way that
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societies are governed. In the past, people were more
likely to obey those who had authority, even if they did
not have power. Today, people are more likely to
question authority, and they are more likely to resist

those who try to exercise power without authority.

The relationship between power and authority is a
complex and ever-changing one. It is a relationship that
is essential to wunderstanding how societies are

governed.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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