
Lizzie Borden's Tales: From Tragedy to 

Truth

Introduction

This  chilling  rhyme  has  been  passed  down  through 

generations, forever linking the name Lizzie Borden to 

one  of  the  most  infamous  unsolved  murders  in 

American history.  On August 4,  1892,  Lizzie Borden's 

parents, Andrew and Abby, were brutally murdered in 

their  Fall  River,  Massachusetts  home.  Lizzie  and her 

older sister, Emma, were the only other people in the 

house at the time, and Lizzie quickly became the prime 

suspect.

The trial that followed was a media sensation, and the 

public was captivated by the gruesome details of the 

crime and the enigmatic figure of Lizzie Borden. Lizzie 

was ultimately acquitted of the murders, but the case 
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has continued to fascinate and horrify people to this 

day.

In  this  book,  we  will  delve  into  the  Borden  tragedy 

from every angle.  We will  examine the evidence, the 

trial,  and  the  aftermath  of  the  murders.  We  will 

explore the psychological profile of Lizzie Borden and 

the social context in which the crime took place. And 

we will examine the cultural impact of the Borden case, 

from its influence on literature and film to its enduring 

fascination in the American psyche.

Lizzie Borden's story is a complex and tragic one, and it 

is a story that continues to resonate with us today. It is 

a story about violence, family secrets, and the dark side 

of the human heart. It is a story that will stay with you 

long after you finish reading it.

This  book  is  the  definitive  account  of  the  Borden 

tragedy. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested 

in  true  crime,  American  history,  or  the  human 

condition.
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Book Description

On August 4, 1892, a gruesome double murder shook 

the  small  town of  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  Andrew 

and  Abby  Borden  were  brutally  killed  in  their  own 

home,  and  their  daughter,  Lizzie,  became  the  prime 

suspect.

The subsequent trial  was a media sensation, and the 

public was captivated by the details of the crime and 

the  enigmatic  figure  of  Lizzie  Borden.  Lizzie  was 

ultimately  acquitted,  but  the  case  has  continued  to 

fascinate and horrify people to this day.

This book delves into the Borden tragedy from every 

angle.  It  examines  the  evidence,  the  trial,  and  the 

aftermath of the murders. It explores the psychological 

profile of Lizzie Borden and the social context in which 

the  crime  took  place.  And  it  examines  the  cultural 

impact  of  the  Borden  case,  from  its  influence  on 

3



literature  and film to  its  enduring  fascination in  the 

American psyche.

Lizzie Borden's Tales: From Tragedy to Truth is the 

definitive  account  of  one  of  the  most  infamous 

unsolved murders  in  American history.  It  is  a  must-

read  for  anyone  who  is  interested  in  true  crime, 

American history, or the human condition.

In this book, you will discover:

 The shocking details of the Borden murders

 The  evidence  that  was  presented  at  Lizzie 

Borden's trial

 The psychological profile of Lizzie Borden

 The social context in which the crime took place

 The cultural impact of the Borden case

Lizzie  Borden's  Tales:  From Tragedy to Truth is  a 

gripping  and  thought-provoking  account  of  a  crime 

that continues to fascinate and horrify people to this 

day. 
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Chapter 1: The Borden Tragedy

The Family and the Household

The Borden family lived in a large, two-story house at 

230  Second  Street  in  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  The 

house was divided into two sections: the main house 

and the annex. The main house contained the kitchen, 

dining room, parlor, and library on the first floor, and 

four bedrooms and a  bathroom on the second floor. 

The  annex  contained  the  servants'  quarters  and  a 

laundry room.

The  Borden  family  consisted  of  Andrew  Borden,  his 

second wife Abby, and their two daughters, Lizzie and 

Emma.  Andrew  Borden  was  a  wealthy  businessman 

and a prominent member of the Fall River community. 

Abby  Borden  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a  stay-at-

home mother.  Lizzie Borden was 26 years old at  the 

time of the murders, and Emma Borden was 32.
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The Borden household was a strict and religious one. 

Andrew Borden was a stern and demanding father, and 

Abby Borden was a devout Christian who expected her 

daughters  to  follow  her  example.  Lizzie  and  Emma 

Borden  were  both  intelligent  and  well-educated,  but 

they were also repressed and unhappy.

The Borden family was not a close one.  Andrew and 

Abby Borden slept  in  separate  bedrooms,  and Lizzie 

and  Emma  Borden  had  little  in  common  with  their 

parents. The only person who seemed to have a close 

relationship with Lizzie Borden was the family maid, 

Bridget Sullivan.

The Borden household was a  powder keg waiting to 

explode.  Andrew  Borden's  strictness  and  Abby 

Borden's religious zealotry had created an atmosphere 

of tension and resentment.  Lizzie and Emma Borden 

were  both  unhappy  and  frustrated,  and  they  were 

desperate to escape from their parents' control.
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On August 4, 1892, the Borden tragedy finally occurred. 

Andrew and Abby Borden were brutally murdered in 

their  home,  and  Lizzie  Borden  became  the  prime 

suspect.
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Chapter 1: The Borden Tragedy

The Murder of Abby and Andrew Borden

On  August  4,  1892,  the  small  town  of  Fall  River, 

Massachusetts, was shaken by a brutal double murder. 

Andrew Borden, a wealthy businessman, and his wife, 

Abby, were found dead in their home, the victims of 

multiple axe blows to the head.

The murders sent shockwaves through the community, 

and suspicion quickly  fell  on Lizzie  Borden,  Andrew 

and Abby's unmarried daughter. Lizzie had been home 

at the time of the murders,  and she had a history of 

conflict with her stepmother.

The evidence against Lizzie was circumstantial, but it 

was enough to convince the police to arrest her.  She 

was  charged  with  the  murders  of  her  father  and 

stepmother, and her trial began in June 1893.

The trial  was a media sensation,  and the public  was 

transfixed by the details of the crime and the enigmatic 
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figure  of  Lizzie  Borden.  Lizzie  maintained  her 

innocence throughout the trial, but she was ultimately 

convicted of both murders.

Lizzie's conviction was a controversial one, and many 

people  believed that  she was innocent.  The case  has 

been the subject of numerous books, articles, and films, 

and it continues to fascinate people to this day.

The Crime Scene

The Borden home was a large, two-story house located 

at  230  Second  Street  in  Fall  River.  The  house  was 

divided into two parts: the main house, where Andrew 

and Abby Borden lived, and the annex, where Lizzie 

and her sister, Emma, lived.

The  murders  took  place  in  the  main  house.  Andrew 

Borden  was  found  dead  in  the  downstairs  hallway, 

while  Abby  Borden  was  found  dead  in  the  upstairs 

guest  room.  Both  victims  had  been  struck  multiple 

times in the head with an axe.
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The crime scene was gruesome,  and the police  were 

unable to find any witnesses to the murders. The only 

person who was known to be in the house at the time 

of the murders was Lizzie Borden.

The Investigation

The  police  began  their  investigation  by  interviewing 

Lizzie  Borden  and  her  sister,  Emma.  Lizzie  told  the 

police that she had been in the barn at the time of the 

murders, and that she had not seen or heard anything 

unusual.

The police also interviewed the Borden's maid, Bridget 

Sullivan. Sullivan told the police that she had been in 

the kitchen at the time of the murders, and that she had 

heard Lizzie arguing with her stepmother.

The police searched the Borden home for evidence of 

the murders, but they were unable to find the murder 

weapon. They did, however, find a number of bloody 
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footprints in the house. The footprints matched the size 

and shape of Lizzie Borden's shoes.

Based  on  the  evidence,  the  police  arrested  Lizzie 

Borden and charged her with the murders of her father 

and stepmother.

The Trial

Lizzie Borden's trial  began on June 5,  1893.  The trial 

was held in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and it lasted 

for two months.

The prosecution presented a strong case against Lizzie. 

They called witnesses who testified that they had seen 

Lizzie arguing with her stepmother, and they presented 

evidence  that  Lizzie  had  purchased  an  axe  shortly 

before the murders.

Lizzie's  defense  team  argued  that  she  was  innocent, 

and that the evidence against her was circumstantial. 

They called witnesses who testified that Lizzie was a 

kind and gentle person, and they presented evidence 

11



that  Lizzie  had  been  in  the  barn  at  the  time  of  the 

murders.

The  jury  deliberated  for  six  days  before  reaching  a 

verdict. On June 20, 1893, Lizzie Borden was found not 

guilty of the murders of her father and stepmother.

Lizzie Borden's acquittal was a controversial one, and 

many  people  believed  that  she  was  guilty  of  the 

murders.  The case has been the subject of numerous 

books, articles, and films, and it continues to fascinate 

people to this day.
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Chapter 1: The Borden Tragedy

The Investigation Begins

The  investigation  into  the  Borden  murders  began 

almost  immediately  after  the  bodies  of  Andrew  and 

Abby  Borden  were  discovered.  The  Fall  River  police 

were quickly on the scene, and they were soon joined 

by detectives from the Massachusetts State Police.

The investigation quickly focused on Lizzie Borden, the 

Bordens'  elder  daughter.  Lizzie  had  been  the  last 

person to see her parents alive, and she had behaved 

strangely in the aftermath of the murders. She had also 

given conflicting statements to the police, and she had 

been seen washing her clothes in the basement shortly 

after the murders.

The  police  searched  the  Borden  house  and  found  a 

hatchet  that  was believed to be the murder weapon. 

They also found a dress that Lizzie had been wearing 
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on the  day  of  the  murders,  and  it  was  stained  with 

blood.

Lizzie was arrested and charged with the murders of 

her parents.  She was held in jail  for  several  months 

while the police continued their investigation.

The trial of Lizzie Borden began in June 1893. It was 

one of the most sensational trials in American history, 

and it attracted widespread attention from the media 

and the public.

The prosecution presented a strong case against Lizzie. 

They had the murder weapon, the bloody dress,  and 

Lizzie's  conflicting  statements.  However,  Lizzie's 

defense  team  was  able  to  poke  holes  in  the 

prosecution's  case.  They argued that  the hatchet  was 

not the murder weapon, that the blood on Lizzie's dress 

was not her parents' blood, and that Lizzie's conflicting 

statements were due to shock and grief.
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The jury acquitted Lizzie Borden of the murders of her 

parents. The verdict was a controversial one, and it has 

been  debated  ever  since.  Some  people  believe  that 

Lizzie was guilty of the murders, while others believe 

that she was innocent.

The Borden murders remain one of the most famous 

unsolved  crimes  in  American  history.  The  case 

continues to fascinate and horrify people to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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