
Guide to Paralegal Research

Introduction

Welcome  to  Guide  to  Paralegal  Research,  your 

comprehensive  guide  to  the  world  of  legal  research. 

This  book  is  designed  to  provide  you  with  the 

knowledge and skills you need to conduct effective and 

efficient  legal  research,  regardless  of  your  level  of 

experience.

Whether you're a law student, a legal professional, or 

simply  someone  who  needs  to  understand  the  legal 

system, this book will provide you with the tools you 

need to succeed.

In this book, you will learn about the different types of 

legal  sources,  how  to  find  and  evaluate  legal 

information,  and  how  to  use  legal  research  to  solve 

legal problems.

1



We will  also cover the ethical considerations of legal 

research, as well as the latest trends in legal research 

technology.

By the end of this book, you will be confident in your 

ability  to  conduct  thorough  and  effective  legal 

research. So, whether you're just starting out or you're 

looking to brush up on your skills, this book is for you.

Chapter 1: Legal Research Fundamentals

In  this  chapter,  we  will  cover  the  basics  of  legal 

research, including:

 The different types of legal sources

 How to find and evaluate legal information

 The legal research process

 The ethical considerations of legal research
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 Book Description

Guide  to  Paralegal  Research  is  the  comprehensive 

guide  to  legal  research  for  law  students,  legal 

professionals,  and  anyone  who  needs  to  understand 

the legal system. This book provides readers with the 

knowledge  and  skills  they  need  to  conduct  effective 

and efficient legal research.

Guide  to  Paralegal  Research  covers  all  the  essential 

topics of legal research, including:

 The different types of legal sources

 How to find and evaluate legal information

 The legal research process

 The ethical considerations of legal research

 The latest trends in legal research technology

With clear and concise explanations, Guide to Paralegal 

Research makes legal research accessible to everyone. 

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 
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understand the  law and how to  use  it  to  solve  legal 

problems.

In addition to the core topics of legal research, Guide to 

Paralegal Research also includes chapters on:

 Legal writing

 Legal ethics

 Legal research in practice

 Advanced legal research techniques

 The future of legal research

Guide to  Paralegal  Research is  the one-stop resource 

for anyone who needs to conduct legal research. This 

book  is  written  by  an  experienced  legal  researcher 

with over 20 years of experience.

If  you're looking for a comprehensive and up-to-date 

guide  to  legal  research,  then  Guide  to  Paralegal 

Research is the book for you.
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Chapter  1:  Legal  Research 

Fundamentals

Introduction to Legal Research

Legal research is the process of finding and evaluating 

legal sources to answer legal questions. It is a critical 

skill  for  anyone  who  works  in  the  legal  field,  from 

lawyers and judges to paralegals and legal secretaries.

The  legal  research  process  can  be  divided  into  four 

basic steps:

1. Identify the legal issue. The first step in legal 

research is to identify the legal issue that you are 

trying to  answer.  This  may seem like a  simple 

task, but it can actually be quite challenging. The 

legal  issue  may  not  be  immediately  apparent, 

and  you  may  need  to  do  some  preliminary 

research to identify it.

2. Find  relevant  legal  sources. Once  you  have 

identified  the  legal  issue,  you  need  to  find 
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relevant legal sources to answer your question. 

There  are  a  variety  of  legal  sources  available, 

including  statutes,  case  law,  regulations,  and 

legal treatises.

3. Evaluate  the  legal  sources. Once  you  have 

found  relevant  legal  sources,  you  need  to 

evaluate them to determine their reliability and 

persuasiveness.  This  involves  considering  the 

source's author, date, and publication history, as 

well as its reasoning and analysis.

4. Apply  the  legal  sources  to  your  legal  issue. 

Once you have evaluated the legal sources, you 

need to apply them to your legal issue to reach a 

conclusion.  This  involves  synthesizing  the 

information from the sources and applying it to 

the facts of your case.

Legal research can be a complex and time-consuming 

process,  but  it  is  essential  for  anyone  who wants  to 

practice  law  effectively.  By  following  the  four  steps 
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outlined  above,  you  can  increase  your  chances  of 

finding the answers to your legal questions.
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Chapter  1:  Legal  Research 

Fundamentals

The Legal Research Process

The legal research process is a systematic approach to 

finding  and  evaluating  legal  information.  It  involves 

several steps, including:

1. Identifying the legal issue. The first step is to 

identify the legal issue that you are researching. 

This can be done by analyzing the facts of your 

case  and  determining  the  legal  questions  that 

need to be answered.

2. Gathering  legal  information. Once  you  have 

identified the legal issue, you need to gather legal 

information  that  is  relevant  to  your  research. 

This can be done by using a variety of sources, 

including legal  databases,  law books,  and legal 

websites.
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3. Evaluating  legal  information. Once  you  have 

gathered legal information, you need to evaluate 

it to determine its reliability and relevance. This 

involves  considering  the  source  of  the 

information, the date of the information, and the 

author's qualifications.

4. Applying legal information to your case. Once 

you  have  evaluated  the  legal  information,  you 

need  to  apply  it  to  your  case.  This  involves 

analyzing the facts of your case and determining 

how the legal information applies to those facts.

5. Communicating  your  research  results. The 

final  step  in  the  legal  research  process  is  to 

communicate your research results to your client 

or supervisor. This can be done in a variety of 

ways,  including  writing  a  legal  memorandum, 

giving an oral  presentation,  or  drafting a  legal 

document. 
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 Chapter  1:  Legal  Research 

Fundamentals

 Types of Legal Sources

Legal sources are the materials that lawyers use to find 

the law. These sources can be divided into two main 

categories: primary sources and secondary sources.

Primary sources are the original sources of the law. 

They  include  statutes,  regulations,  cases,  and 

constitutions.

 Statutes are  laws  that  are  enacted  by 

legislatures. They are the highest form of law in 

the United States.

 Regulations are  rules  that  are  created  by 

administrative agencies. They have the force of 

law, but they are not as powerful as statutes.
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 Cases are  decisions  that  are  made  by  courts. 

They are  binding on lower courts  in  the same 

jurisdiction.

 Constitutions are the supreme law of the land. 

They  establish  the  framework  for  the 

government and protect the rights of citizens.

Secondary sources are materials that discuss the law. 

They include textbooks, treatises,  law review articles, 

and legal encyclopedias.

Secondary  sources  can  be  helpful  for  understanding 

the law, but they are not binding on courts.

In  addition to  primary and secondary sources,  there 

are  also  a  number  of  other  resources  that  can  be 

helpful for legal research. These resources include:

 Legal  databases are  online  databases  that 

contain a vast collection of legal materials. They 

can be used to find statutes,  regulations,  cases, 

and other legal sources.
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 Law  libraries are  libraries  that  specialize  in 

legal  materials.  They  can  provide  access  to  a 

wide range of  legal  resources,  including books, 

journals, and databases.

 Legal  aid  organizations can  provide  free  or 

low-cost  legal  assistance  to  people  who cannot 

afford to hire a lawyer.

- Conclusion

Legal research can be a complex and challenging task. 

However, by understanding the different types of legal 

sources and how to use them, you can become a more 

effective legal researcher.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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