
Colorado Narrow Rails

Introduction

Colorado is a state with a rich railroading history. From 

the  early  days  of  the  gold  rush  to  the  present  day, 

railroads  have  played  a  vital  role  in  the  state's 

development.  Narrow-gauge  railroads  were 

particularly important in Colorado, as they were able 

to reach remote mining and logging camps that were 

inaccessible to standard-gauge railroads.

One  of  the  most  famous  narrow-gauge  railroads  in 

Colorado was the Gilpin Gold Tram. This railroad was 

built in the late 1800s to transport gold ore from the 

mines of Gilpin County to the smelters in Denver. The 

Gilpin  Gold  Tram  was  a  narrow-gauge  railroad, 

meaning that its tracks were only three feet apart. This 

made it possible for the railroad to navigate the tight 

curves and steep grades of the Rocky Mountains.
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The Gilpin Gold Tram operated for over 20 years, and it 

played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  Gilpin 

County.  The  railroad hauled  millions  of  tons  of  gold 

ore, and it also transported passengers and supplies to 

and from the mining camps. The Gilpin Gold Tram was 

eventually abandoned in the early 1900s, but its legacy 

lives  on.  Today,  the  Colorado  Railroad  Museum  in 

Golden, Colorado, has a collection of Gilpin Gold Tram 

locomotives and cars.

The Gilpin Gold Tram is just one example of the many 

narrow-gauge  railroads  that  operated  in  Colorado  in 

the late 1800s and early 1900s. These railroads played a 

vital role in the development of the state, and they left 

a lasting legacy. Today, there are several narrow-gauge 

railroads in Colorado that operate as tourist attractions. 

These  railroads  offer  visitors  a  chance  to  experience 

the  history  of  Colorado's  narrow-gauge  railroads 

firsthand.
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The  story  of  Colorado's  narrow-gauge  railroads  is  a 

fascinating  one.  It  is  a  story  of  innovation, 

perseverance,  and  determination.  The  narrow-gauge 

railroads  of  Colorado helped to  open up the state  to 

settlement and development,  and they played a vital 

role in the state's economy. Today, these railroads are a 

reminder of Colorado's rich history, and they continue 

to attract visitors from all over the world.
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Book Description

Colorado  Narrow  Rails tells  the  story  of  Colorado's 

narrow-gauge railroads, from their early beginnings to 

their  eventual  decline.  This  book  is  packed  with 

historic black-and-white photographs,  maps,  sketches, 

and scale drawings of rolling stock and locomotives.

Colorado's narrow-gauge railroads were a vital part of 

the state's development. They hauled millions of tons of 

gold  ore,  coal,  and  other  minerals,  and  they  also 

transported passengers and supplies to remote mining 

and  logging  camps.  These  railroads  were  built  to 

withstand  the  harsh  conditions  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains, and they played a major role in opening up 

the state to settlement and development.

The  Gilpin  Gold  Tram  was  one  of  the  most  famous 

narrow-gauge railroads in Colorado. This railroad was 

built in the late 1800s to transport gold ore from the 

mines of Gilpin County to the smelters in Denver. The 
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Gilpin  Gold  Tram  was  a  narrow-gauge  railroad, 

meaning that its tracks were only three feet apart. This 

made it possible for the railroad to navigate the tight 

curves and steep grades of the Rocky Mountains.

The Gilpin Gold Tram operated for over 20 years, and it 

played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  Gilpin 

County.  The  railroad hauled  millions  of  tons  of  gold 

ore, and it also transported passengers and supplies to 

and from the mining camps. The Gilpin Gold Tram was 

eventually abandoned in the early 1900s, but its legacy 

lives  on.  Today,  the  Colorado  Railroad  Museum  in 

Golden, Colorado, has a collection of Gilpin Gold Tram 

locomotives and cars.

Colorado  Narrow  Rails is  the  definitive  history  of 

Colorado's narrow-gauge railroads. This book is a must-

read for anyone interested in the history of Colorado, 

the history of railroads, or the history of the American 

West. 
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Chapter 1: Colorado's Railroad Heritage

The Early Days of Railroading in Colorado

The  history  of  railroading  in  Colorado  began  in  the 

mid-1800s,  when  the  first  railroads  were  built  to 

transport gold and other minerals from the mountains 

to  the  cities.  The  first  railroad  in  Colorado  was  the 

Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Western  Railroad,  which  was 

built in 1870. This railroad ran from Denver to Pueblo, 

and it was soon extended to Alamosa and Durango.

The  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Western  Railroad  was 

followed by a number of other railroads, including the 

Union  Pacific  Railroad,  the  Burlington  Northern 

Railroad, and the Colorado & Southern Railway. These 

railroads  played  a  vital  role  in  the  development  of 

Colorado, as they transported goods and people to and 

from the state's mining and agricultural centers.

The early days of railroading in Colorado were a time 

of great innovation and expansion. New technologies 
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were developed to help railroads navigate the state's 

mountainous  terrain,  and  new  routes  were  built  to 

connect Colorado to the rest of the country. By the end 

of  the 1800s,  Colorado had a well-developed railroad 

network that served the state's growing population and 

economy.

The railroads of Colorado played a major role in the 

state's  history.  They  helped  to  open  up  the  state  to 

settlement and development, and they transported the 

goods  and  people  that  fueled  Colorado's  economy. 

Today, Colorado's railroads are still an important part 

of the state's transportation system, and they continue 

to play a vital role in the state's economy.

One  of  the  most  important  railroads  in  Colorado's 

history was the narrow-gauge Gilpin Gold Tram. This 

railroad was built  in the late 1800s to transport gold 

ore from the mines of Gilpin County to the smelters in 

Denver.  The  Gilpin  Gold  Tram  was  a  narrow-gauge 

railroad, meaning that its tracks were only three feet 
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apart. This made it possible for the railroad to navigate 

the  tight  curves  and  steep  grades  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains.

The Gilpin Gold Tram operated for over 20 years, and it 

played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  Gilpin 

County.  The  railroad hauled  millions  of  tons  of  gold 

ore, and it also transported passengers and supplies to 

and from the mining camps. The Gilpin Gold Tram was 

eventually abandoned in the early 1900s, but its legacy 

lives  on.  Today,  the  Colorado  Railroad  Museum  in 

Golden, Colorado, has a collection of Gilpin Gold Tram 

locomotives and cars.
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Chapter 1: Colorado's Railroad Heritage

The  Role  of  Railroads  in  Colorado's 

Development

Colorado's  railroad  history  is  a  story  of  innovation, 

perseverance,  and  determination.  The  state's  rugged 

terrain and vast distances made it difficult to transport 

goods  and  people,  but  railroads  overcame  these 

challenges  and  played  a  vital  role  in  Colorado's 

development.

The  first  railroad  in  Colorado  was  built  in  1859, 

connecting Denver to the gold fields of Central City and 

Black  Hawk.  This  railroad  was  quickly  followed  by 

others,  as  mining and ranching expanded across  the 

state. By the end of the 1880s, Colorado had over 4,000 

miles of track, more than any other state in the West.

Railroads transformed Colorado's economy. They made 

it possible to transport agricultural products, minerals, 

and other goods to markets across the country.  They 
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also brought tourists to the state, who came to see the 

Rocky Mountains and other natural wonders. Railroads 

also  helped  to  open  up  new  areas  of  Colorado  to 

settlement.

In addition to their economic impact, railroads also had 

a major social and cultural impact on Colorado. They 

made it possible for people to travel more easily and to 

connect  with  each  other.  Railroads  also  helped  to 

spread news and information, and they played a role in 

the development of Colorado's identity.

Railroads continued to play a vital  role in Colorado's 

development  in  the  20th  century.  They  transported 

goods and people during both World Wars,  and they 

helped to fuel the state's economy during the post-war 

boom.  However,  the  rise  of  the  automobile  and  the 

decline  of  mining  and  ranching  led  to  a  decline  in 

railroad traffic in the late 20th century.

Today,  railroads  still  play  an  important  role  in 

Colorado's  economy.  They  transport  coal,  grain,  and 
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other commodities, and they also carry passengers on 

Amtrak  trains.  In  addition,  several  tourist  railroads 

operate  in  Colorado,  offering  visitors  a  chance  to 

experience the state's railroading history firsthand.

Railroads have had a profound impact  on Colorado's 

development.  They  helped  to  open  up  the  state  to 

settlement, they transformed the state's economy, and 

they  played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of 

Colorado's  identity.  Today,  railroads continue to  play 

an important role in Colorado's economy and culture.
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Chapter 1: Colorado's Railroad Heritage

The Rise and Fall of Narrow-Gauge Railroads

Narrow-gauge  railroads  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

development  of  Colorado.  They  were  able  to  reach 

remote  mining  and  logging  camps  that  were 

inaccessible  to  standard-gauge  railroads.  The  first 

narrow-gauge railroad in Colorado was built in 1871, 

and by the early 1900s, there were over 2,000 miles of 

narrow-gauge  track  in  the  state.  However,  decline 

began in the early 20th century.

There  were  several  factors  that  contributed  to  the 

decline  of  narrow-gauge  railroads  in  Colorado.  One 

factor was the increasing popularity of the automobile. 

Cars  and  trucks  provided  a  more  convenient  and 

flexible way to travel than trains,  and they were not 

restricted  to  the  tracks.  Another  factor  was  the 

consolidation of the railroad industry. Larger railroads 
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began  to  buy  up  smaller  railroads,  and  they  often 

converted the narrow-gauge lines to standard gauge.

The decline of narrow-gauge railroads in Colorado was 

a gradual process. Some lines were abandoned as early 

as  the  1920s,  while  others  operated  until  the  1960s. 

Today, there are only a few narrow-gauge railroads left 

in  Colorado,  and  they  operate  primarily  as  tourist 

attractions.  However,  the  legacy  of  narrow-gauge 

railroads lives on. These railroads played a vital role in 

the  development  of  Colorado,  and they left  a  lasting 

impact on the state's history and culture.

The Economic Impact of Narrow-Gauge Railroads

Narrow-gauge  railroads  had  a  significant  economic 

impact on Colorado. They provided jobs for thousands 

of people, and they helped to stimulate the economy by 

transporting goods and materials to and from remote 

areas. The railroads also helped to open up new areas 

for settlement and development.
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The Social Impact of Narrow-Gauge Railroads

Narrow-gauge  railroads  also  had  a  significant  social 

impact on Colorado. They made it possible for people to 

travel  to and from remote areas,  and they helped to 

connect  different  communities.  The  railroads  also 

played  a  role  in  the  development  of  tourism  in 

Colorado.

The  Environmental  Impact  of  Narrow-Gauge 

Railroads

Narrow-gauge  railroads  had  a  relatively  small 

environmental impact. They did not require as much 

land  as  standard-gauge  railroads,  and  they  did  not 

produce  as  much  pollution.  However,  narrow-gauge 

railroads  did  contribute  to  the  deforestation  of 

Colorado, as they used wood for fuel and construction.

The Cultural Impact of Narrow-Gauge Railroads

Narrow-gauge  railroads  had  a  significant  cultural 

impact on Colorado. They helped to shape the state's 
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identity,  and  they  became  a  symbol  of  the  state's 

rugged  and  independent  spirit.  The  railroads  also 

inspired many works of art and literature.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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