
Language, Meaning, and the Normative

Introduction

Meaning is a fundamental aspect of human existence. 

It  is  what  gives  our  lives  purpose  and  direction. 

Without  meaning,  our experiences would be nothing 

more than a series of random events.

Philosophers  and  linguists  have  been  debating  the 

nature  of  meaning  for  centuries.  Some  argue  that 

meaning is objective, existing independently of human 

minds. Others argue that meaning is subjective, created 

by individuals or groups of individuals.

In this  book,  we will  explore the different ways that 

scholars  have  thought  about  meaning.  We  will  also 

consider the relationship between meaning and other 

important concepts, such as truth, value, and action.
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One of the most important things to understand about 

meaning is that it is not static. It is constantly evolving 

and  changing,  both  within  individuals  and  across 

cultures. This is because meaning is closely tied to our 

experiences and our understanding of the world. As we 

learn  and  grow,  our  understanding  of  meaning 

changes.

Another important thing to understand about meaning 

is  that  it  is  not  always easy to  communicate.  This  is 

because meaning is often implicit, rather than explicit. 

We often rely on shared assumptions and experiences 

to understand each other. When these assumptions and 

experiences  are  different,  communication  can  break 

down.

Despite the challenges, communication about meaning 

is  essential  for  human  beings.  It  is  through 

communication that  we share  our  thoughts,  feelings, 

and ideas.  It  is  also  through communication that  we 

learn and grow.
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In this book, we will explore the nature of meaning and 

its importance in human life. We will also consider the 

challenges and opportunities of communicating about 

meaning.
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Book Description

What is meaning? This seemingly simple question has 

perplexed  philosophers,  linguists,  and  other  scholars 

for centuries. In this thought-provoking book, Pasquale 

De Marco takes a comprehensive look at the nature of 

meaning and its importance in human life.

Drawing on a wide range of sources, from philosophy 

and  linguistics  to  psychology  and  anthropology, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the  different  ways  that 

scholars  have  thought  about  meaning.  He  also 

considers the relationship between meaning and other 

important concepts, such as truth, value, and action.

One of the most important things to understand about 

meaning is that it is not static. It is constantly evolving 

and  changing,  both  within  individuals  and  across 

cultures. This is because meaning is closely tied to our 

experiences and our understanding of the world. As we 
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learn  and  grow,  our  understanding  of  meaning 

changes.

Another important thing to understand about meaning 

is  that  it  is  not  always easy to  communicate.  This  is 

because meaning is often implicit, rather than explicit. 

We often rely on shared assumptions and experiences 

to understand each other. When these assumptions and 

experiences  are  different,  communication  can  break 

down.

Despite the challenges, communication about meaning 

is  essential  for  human  beings.  It  is  through 

communication that  we share  our  thoughts,  feelings, 

and ideas.  It  is  also  through communication that  we 

learn and grow.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  offers  a  fresh  and 

insightful  perspective  on  the  nature  of  meaning.  He 

argues  that  meaning  is  not  something  that  exists 

independently of human beings. Rather, it is something 
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that we create and negotiate through our interactions 

with others.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the philosophy of language, the nature of reality, or the 

human  condition.  It  is  also  a  valuable  resource  for 

anyone  who  wants  to  improve  their  communication 

skills or their understanding of other cultures.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Meaning

1.1 What is Meaning

What is meaning? This is a question that philosophers 

and linguists have been debating for centuries.  Some 

argue that meaning is objective, existing independently 

of  human  minds.  Others  argue  that  meaning  is 

subjective,  created  by  individuals  or  groups  of 

individuals.

In this  topic,  we will  explore the different ways that 

scholars  have  thought  about  meaning.  We  will  also 

consider some of the different types of meaning, such 

as  literal  meaning,  figurative  meaning,  and symbolic 

meaning.

One of the most common ways to think about meaning 

is as a relationship between a word or phrase and the 

thing or concept that it refers to. For example, the word 

"dog" refers to the animal Canis familiaris.  This is its 

literal  meaning.  However,  words  can  also  have 
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figurative meanings. For example, the phrase "kick the 

bucket" figuratively means "to die."

Another way to think about meaning is as a function of 

context. The meaning of a word or phrase can change 

depending  on  the  context  in  which  it  is  used.  For 

example, the word "red" can mean different things in 

different  contexts.  In  the  context  of  a  traffic light,  it 

means "stop." In the context of a rose, it means "love."

Finally,  meaning  can  also  be  seen  as  a  social 

phenomenon.  Words  and  phrases  have  meaning 

because they are shared by a community of speakers. 

This  means  that  meaning  is  constantly  evolving  and 

changing. As new words and phrases are created, and 

old words and phrases fall out of use, the meanings of 

words and phrases change.

The  study  of  meaning  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

field. However, it  is also a fascinating and rewarding 

one. By understanding the nature of meaning, we can 

better understand ourselves and the world around us.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Meaning

1.2 Different Theories of Meaning

Philosophers  and  linguists  have  proposed  various 

theories to explain the nature of meaning. Some of the 

most prominent theories include:

 Referential  theory  of  meaning: This  theory 

states that the meaning of a word or phrase is 

the  object  or  concept  to  which  it  refers.  For 

example,  the  word  "dog"  refers  to  the  animal 

Canis familiaris.

 Descriptive  theory  of  meaning: This  theory 

states that the meaning of a word or phrase is 

the  set  of  properties  that  it  describes.  For 

example,  the  word  "dog"  describes  an  animal 

that is typically four-legged, furry, and has a tail.

 Functionalist  theory  of  meaning: This  theory 

states that the meaning of a word or phrase is 
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the function that it serves in communication. For 

example, the word "dog" can be used to refer to 

an animal, to describe an animal, or to command 

an animal.

 Mentalistic  theory  of  meaning: This  theory 

states that the meaning of a word or phrase is 

the mental  representation that it  evokes in the 

mind of the hearer or reader. For example, the 

word  "dog"  might  evoke  a  mental  image  of  a 

furry, four-legged animal with a tail.

 Social  theory  of  meaning: This  theory  states 

that  the  meaning  of  a  word  or  phrase  is 

determined by the social  context in which it  is 

used.  For  example,  the  meaning  of  the  word 

"dog"  might  vary  depending  on  whether  it  is 

being used by a veterinarian, a dog owner, or a 

child.

These are just  a  few of  the many theories  that  have 

been proposed to explain the nature of meaning. Each 
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theory has its own strengths and weaknesses, and there 

is  no  single  theory  that  is  universally  accepted. 

However, these theories provide a valuable framework 

for  thinking  about  the  complex  and  multifaceted 

concept of meaning.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Meaning

1.3  The Relationship  Between Meaning and 

Truth

The  relationship  between  meaning  and  truth  is  a 

complex and multifaceted one. On the one hand, it is 

clear that meaning is  not the same as truth.  We can 

understand a sentence without believing it is true, and 

we  can  believe  a  sentence  is  true  without 

understanding it.

On the other hand, there is a close connection between 

meaning and truth.  In many cases,  the meaning of a 

sentence  is  determined  by  its  truth  conditions.  For 

example, the sentence "The sky is blue" is true if and 

only if the sky is blue.

This  connection  between  meaning  and  truth  is  not 

always straightforward. There are some sentences that 

are meaningful but do not have clear truth conditions. 

For example,  the sentence "I  promise to be home by 
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midnight" is meaningful, but it is not clear whether it is 

true or false until midnight arrives.

Another  complication  in  the  relationship  between 

meaning  and  truth  is  the  fact  that  truth  is  often 

relative. What is true for one person may not be true 

for another. For example, the sentence "The best pizza 

in the world is made in Naples" may be true for some 

people but not for others.

Despite  these  complications,  there  is  a  close 

relationship  between  meaning  and  truth.  In  many 

cases, the meaning of a sentence is determined by its 

truth  conditions.  Additionally,  truth  is  often  a 

necessary  condition  for  understanding.  If  we  do  not 

know whether a sentence is true or false, it is difficult 

to understand its meaning.
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The Importance of the Relationship Between 

Meaning and Truth

The  relationship  between  meaning  and  truth  is 

important for a number of reasons. First, it helps us to 

understand the nature of language. Language is a tool 

that we use to communicate our thoughts and ideas. If 

there were no connection between meaning and truth, 

language would be a much less effective tool.

Second,  the  relationship  between meaning and truth 

helps us to understand the nature of reality. We often 

use language to describe the world around us. If there 

were no connection between meaning and truth,  we 

would not be able to rely on language to tell us what is 

real and what is not.

Third,  the  relationship  between  meaning  and  truth 

helps us to make decisions. When we make decisions, 

we often rely on information that  we have gathered 

from  others.  If  there  were  no  connection  between 
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meaning and truth, we would not be able to trust the 

information that we receive from others.

Overall, the relationship between meaning and truth is 

a  complex  and  multifaceted  one.  However,  it  is  a 

relationship that is essential for our understanding of 

language, reality, and decision-making.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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