
Guide to Pharmacy Legislation

Introduction

Guide  to  Pharmacy  Legislation  is  a  comprehensive 

guide  to  the  legal  and  regulatory  environment  of 

pharmacy practice  in  the United States.  This  book is 

designed to  provide pharmacists,  pharmacy students, 

and  other  healthcare  professionals  with  a  thorough 

understanding of the laws and regulations that govern 

the practice of pharmacy.

This book covers a wide range of topics, including the 

Controlled  Substances  Act,  the  Food,  Drug,  and 

Cosmetic  Act,  the  Medicare  and  Medicaid  Acts,  the 

Health  Insurance  Portability  and  Accountability  Act, 

and the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act. It 

also discusses emerging issues in pharmacy law, such 

as  telepharmacy,  e-prescribing,  and  medical 

marijuana.
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This book is written in a clear and concise style, and it 

is packed with practical information. It is an essential 

resource for anyone who wants to understand the legal 

and regulatory aspects of pharmacy practice.

Pharmacists play a vital role in the healthcare system, 

and  they  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  patients 

receive  the  medications  they  need  in  a  safe  and 

effective manner. This book provides pharmacists with 

the knowledge they need to practice pharmacy safely 

and legally.

This  book  is  also  a  valuable  resource  for  pharmacy 

students. It provides a comprehensive overview of the 

legal  and  regulatory  environment  of  pharmacy 

practice,  and it  can help students  to  prepare for  the 

NAPLEX and MPJE exams.

Finally,  this  book  is  a  useful  reference  for  other 

healthcare professionals who work with pharmacists. It 

can  help  these  professionals  to  understand  the  legal 

and  regulatory  requirements  that  govern  pharmacy 
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practice,  and  it  can  help  them  to  collaborate  more 

effectively with pharmacists.
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Book Description

Guide to Pharmacy Legislation is the essential guide to 

pharmacy  law  for  pharmacists,  pharmacy  students, 

and  other  healthcare  professionals.  This 

comprehensive  book  covers  a  wide  range  of  topics, 

including  the  Controlled  Substances  Act,  the  Food, 

Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act,  the  Medicare  and  Medicaid 

Acts,  the  Health  Insurance  Portability  and 

Accountability Act, and the Patient Safety and Quality 

Improvement Act. It also discusses emerging issues in 

pharmacy  law,  such  as  telepharmacy,  e-prescribing, 

and medical marijuana.

Written in a clear and concise style, Guide to Pharmacy 

Legislation is packed with practical information and is 

an  essential  resource  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand  the  legal  and  regulatory  aspects  of 

pharmacy practice.
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Pharmacists play a vital role in the healthcare system, 

and  they  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  patients 

receive  the  medications  they  need  in  a  safe  and 

effective  manner.  Guide  to  Pharmacy  Legislation 

provides pharmacists with the knowledge they need to 

practice pharmacy safely and legally.

Guide  to  Pharmacy  Legislation  is  also  a  valuable 

resource  for  pharmacy  students.  It  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  legal  and  regulatory 

environment  of  pharmacy  practice  and  can  help 

students prepare for the NAPLEX and MPJE exams.

Finally,  Guide  to  Pharmacy  Legislation  is  a  useful 

reference for other healthcare professionals who work 

with  pharmacists.  It  can  help  these  professionals 

understand the legal and regulatory requirements that 

govern  pharmacy  practice  and  can  help  them 

collaborate more effectively with pharmacists.
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Whether you are a pharmacist, a pharmacy student, or 

another  healthcare  professional,  Guide  to  Pharmacy 

Legislation is the essential guide to pharmacy law.
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Chapter  1:  Laws  Governing  Pharmacy 

Practice

1. Overview of Federal and State Laws

Pharmacy practice in the United States is governed by a 

complex  web  of  federal  and  state  laws.  These  laws 

regulate everything from the licensing of pharmacists 

to the dispensing of medications.

The federal government has the primary responsibility 

for  regulating  the  manufacture,  distribution,  and 

labeling of drugs. The Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) is  the federal  agency responsible for enforcing 

these laws. The FDA also regulates the advertising of 

drugs and medical devices.

The  states  have  the  primary  responsibility  for 

regulating the practice of pharmacy. Each state has its 

own  pharmacy  practice  act,  which  governs  the 

licensing  of  pharmacists,  the  scope  of  practice  for 

pharmacists, and the dispensing of medications.
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The  federal  and  state  laws  governing  pharmacy 

practice  are  constantly  evolving.  This  is  due  to  the 

changing  nature  of  the  healthcare  industry  and  the 

development  of  new  drugs  and  technologies. 

Pharmacists  must  stay  up-to-date  on  these  laws  in 

order to practice safely and legally.

Federal Laws

The most important federal law governing pharmacy 

practice is the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). The CSA 

classifies  drugs  into  five  schedules,  based  on  their 

potential for abuse. Schedule I drugs have the highest 

potential for abuse and are tightly controlled. Schedule 

V drugs have the lowest potential for abuse and are not 

subject to as many restrictions.

Other  important  federal  laws  governing  pharmacy 

practice include:

 The Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FDCA)

 The Medicare and Medicaid Acts
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 The  Health  Insurance  Portability  and 

Accountability Act (HIPAA)

 The Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act 

(PSQIA)

State Laws

Each state  has  its  own pharmacy practice  act.  These 

laws vary from state to state, but they all share some 

common  features.  For  example,  all  states  require 

pharmacists  to  be  licensed  in  order  to  practice.  All 

states also require pharmacists  to complete a certain 

number of continuing education hours each year.

Other important provisions of state pharmacy practice 

acts include:

 The scope of practice for pharmacists

 The dispensing of medications

 The storage of medications

 The recordkeeping requirements for pharmacies
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Conclusion

Federal and state laws play a vital  role in regulating 

pharmacy practice in the United States. These laws help 

to ensure that medications are safe and effective and 

that  they  are  used  appropriately.  Pharmacists  must 

stay up-to-date on these laws in order to practice safely 

and legally.
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Chapter  1:  Laws  Governing  Pharmacy 

Practice

2. Pharmacy Licensure Requirements

Pharmacy licensure  requirements  vary  from state  to 

state, but all states require pharmacists to complete a 

doctor  of  pharmacy  (Pharm.D.)  degree  from  an 

accredited college or  school  of  pharmacy and pass  a 

national licensure exam.

In  addition  to  completing  a  Pharm.D.  degree,  most 

states also require pharmacists to complete a period of 

internship training under the supervision of a licensed 

pharmacist. The length of the internship requirement 

varies from state to state, but it is typically one to two 

years.

Once a pharmacist has completed their education and 

training  requirements,  they  must  pass  a  national 

licensure  exam  in  order  to  practice  pharmacy.  The 
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national  licensure  exam  is  administered  by  the 

National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP).

In  addition  to  passing  the  national  licensure  exam, 

pharmacists must also obtain a state license in order to 

practice  pharmacy  in  a  particular  state.  The  state 

license is issued by the state board of pharmacy, and it 

is typically valid for one to two years.

Pharmacists must renew their state license every one 

to two years, and they must also complete continuing 

education  requirements  in  order  to  maintain  their 

license. Continuing education requirements vary from 

state to state,  but they typically involve completing a 

certain number of hours of coursework in pharmacy-

related topics.

Pharmacy  licensure  requirements  are  in  place  to 

protect the public health and safety. By ensuring that 

pharmacists  have  the  necessary  education,  training, 

and experience, licensure requirements help to ensure 
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that  pharmacists  are  competent  and  qualified  to 

provide medication therapy to patients.
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Chapter  1:  Laws  Governing  Pharmacy 

Practice

3. Scope of Practice for Pharmacists

The  scope  of  practice  for  pharmacists  is  defined  by 

state  law  and  varies  from  state  to  state.  In  general, 

pharmacists  are  responsible  for  the  dispensing  of 

medications,  the provision of  patient  counseling,  and 

the management of pharmacy operations.

Pharmacists may also provide other services, such as 

medication therapy management, immunizations, and 

point-of-care  testing.  The  scope  of  practice  for 

pharmacists  is  expanding,  and  pharmacists  are  now 

playing a more active role in the provision of patient 

care.

One of  the most  important  aspects  of  a  pharmacist's 

scope  of  practice  is  the  dispensing  of  medications. 

Pharmacists are responsible for ensuring that patients 

receive the correct medications in the correct dose and 
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form. They must also counsel  patients on the proper 

use  of  medications  and  answer  any  questions  that 

patients may have.

Pharmacists also play a vital  role in the provision of 

patient  care.  They  can  provide  patients  with 

information  on  disease  states,  medications,  and 

lifestyle changes. They can also help patients to manage 

their medications and monitor their progress.

Pharmacists are also responsible for the management 

of  pharmacy  operations.  They  must  ensure  that  the 

pharmacy is operating in a safe and efficient manner. 

They  must  also  comply  with  all  applicable  laws  and 

regulations.

The  scope  of  practice  for  pharmacists  is  constantly 

evolving.  As  new  medications  and  technologies  are 

developed,  pharmacists  are  taking  on new roles  and 

responsibilities.  Pharmacists  are now playing a more 

important  role  in  the  provision  of  patient  care  than 

ever before.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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