
Easy  Jazz  Chords  for  Guitar:  The 

Beginner's  Guide  to  Comping  and 

Soloing

Introduction

Welcome to the world of jazz chords! This book is your 

comprehensive  guide  to  learning  how  to  play  jazz 

chords on the guitar. Whether you're a beginner or an 

experienced  player,  this  book  will  help  you  expand 

your knowledge and skills.

Jazz chords are a fundamental part of jazz music. They 

add richness, complexity, and beauty to the music. Jazz 

chords can be used to create a wide variety of moods 

and atmospheres, from the upbeat and energetic to the 

mellow and reflective.

Learning to play jazz chords can be a challenging but 

rewarding experience. This book will take you through 
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the basics of jazz chords, from the simplest voicings to 

the  most  complex  progressions.  You'll  learn  how  to 

build chords, voice them, and use them in comping and 

soloing. You'll also learn about the theory behind jazz 

chords, so you can understand how they work and how 

to use them effectively.

This  book  is  packed  with  exercises  and  examples  to 

help  you learn jazz  chords  quickly  and easily.  You'll 

also find plenty of tips and tricks to help you improve 

your playing. So what are you waiting for? Pick up this 

book and start learning jazz chords today!

Jazz chords are a beautiful and versatile tool that can 

be used to create a wide variety of music.  This book 

will give you the skills and knowledge you need to use 

jazz chords to create your own unique sound.

This  book is  written for  guitarists  of  all  levels,  from 

beginners to experienced players. Whether you're just 

starting  out  or  you're  looking  to  expand  your 

knowledge of jazz chords, this book has something for 
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you.  So pick up a copy today and start  learning jazz 

chords!
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Book Description

Learn  to  play  jazz  chords  on  the  guitar  with  this 

comprehensive guide for beginners. This book covers 

everything you need to know to get started, from the 

basics of jazz chords to more advanced techniques.

You'll learn how to:

 Build jazz chords

 Voice jazz chords

 Use jazz chords in comping

 Use jazz chords in soloing

 Understand the theory behind jazz chords

This  book  is  packed  with  exercises  and  examples  to 

help  you learn jazz  chords  quickly  and easily.  You'll 

also find plenty of tips and tricks to help you improve 

your playing.

Whether you're just  starting out or you're looking to 

expand your knowledge of jazz chords, this book has 
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something for you. So pick up a copy today and start 

learning jazz chords!

Here's what you'll learn in this book:

 The  basics  of  jazz  chords,  including  major, 

minor, seventh, extended, and altered chords

 How  to  voice  jazz  chords  in  different  ways  to 

create different sounds

 How to use jazz chords in comping to create a 

supportive and rhythmic foundation for a soloist

 How  to  use  jazz  chords  in  soloing  to  create 

melodic and improvisational lines

 The  theory  behind  jazz  chords,  including  the 

major scale and its modes, the harmonic minor 

scale and its modes, and the melodic minor scale 

and its modes

With this book, you'll be able to play jazz chords like a 

pro  in  no  time.  So  pick  up  a  copy  today  and  start 

learning!
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Jazz Chords

What is jazz

Jazz is a genre of music that emerged in the African-

American communities of New Orleans, Louisiana, in 

the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  It  is 

characterized by its use of improvisation, polyrhythms, 

syncopation, and complex chord progressions. Jazz has 

its roots in African, European, and American musical 

traditions, and it has evolved over time to encompass a 

wide range of styles and subgenres.

Jazz is often seen as a uniquely American art form, and 

it  has had a profound impact on the development of 

popular music around the world. Jazz musicians have 

been at the forefront of many musical innovations, and 

their  music  has  been  used  in  film,  television,  and 

advertising. Jazz has also been used as a tool for social 

and  political  change,  and  it  has  been  embraced  by 

people from all walks of life.
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One of the most important things to understand about 

jazz  is  that  it  is  a  constantly  evolving  genre.  Jazz 

musicians are always experimenting with new sounds 

and  ideas,  and  they  are  constantly  pushing  the 

boundaries of what is possible. This makes jazz a very 

exciting and dynamic genre of music, and it is one that 

is constantly changing and growing.

If you are interested in learning more about jazz, there 

are  many  resources  available  to  you.  You  can  find 

books,  articles,  and websites  that  discuss the history, 

theory,  and  practice  of  jazz.  You  can  also  find  jazz 

concerts  and  festivals  happening  all  over  the  world. 

And of course, you can listen to jazz music! There are 

many great jazz recordings available, and you can find 

them in a variety of formats, including CDs, DVDs, and 

streaming services.

So what are you waiting for? Dive into the world of jazz 

and discover the beauty and excitement of this unique 

American art form!
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Jazz Chords

The history of jazz chords

Jazz chords have a long and rich history, dating back to 

the early days of jazz music in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries. The earliest jazz musicians were heavily 

influenced  by  the  music  of  European  classical 

composers, as well as by the traditional music of Africa 

and the Caribbean. As jazz evolved, musicians began to 

experiment  with  new and innovative  ways  to  create 

chords, and the result was a wide variety of jazz chords 

that are used today.

One of the most important figures in the development 

of jazz chords was Louis Armstrong. Armstrong was a 

trumpet  player  and  singer  who  was  known  for  his 

improvisational skills and his ability to create new and 

exciting melodies.  He was also a master of harmony, 

and he often used complex chords in his solos.
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Another important  figure in the development of  jazz 

chords  was  Duke  Ellington.  Ellington  was  a  pianist, 

composer,  and  bandleader  who  was  known  for  his 

sophisticated and elegant music. He was also a master 

of harmony, and he often used complex chords in his 

compositions.

In  the  1940s  and  1950s,  a  new  generation  of  jazz 

musicians  emerged,  including  Charlie  Parker,  Dizzy 

Gillespie,  and  Miles  Davis.  These  musicians  were 

known  for  their  bebop  style  of  jazz,  which  was 

characterized by its fast tempos,  complex harmonies, 

and improvisational solos. Bebop musicians often used 

complex  chords  in  their  solos,  and  they  helped  to 

popularize the use of jazz chords in jazz music.

Today, jazz chords are used in a wide variety of jazz 

styles, from traditional jazz to modern jazz. Jazz chords 

are also used in other genres of music, such as blues, 

rock, and pop.
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Here  are  some  of  the  most  common  types  of  jazz 

chords:

 Major chords

 Minor chords

 Seventh chords

 Extended chords

 Altered chords

Jazz  chords  can  be  used  to  create  a  wide  variety  of 

moods  and  atmospheres,  from  the  upbeat  and 

energetic to the mellow and reflective. Jazz chords can 

also be used to create tension and release, and to create 

a sense of movement and momentum.

If you're interested in learning more about jazz chords, 

there  are  many  resources  available  online  and  in 

libraries. You can also find many jazz chord books and 

DVDs that can help you learn how to play jazz chords 

on the guitar.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Jazz Chords

Basic jazz chord voicings

Basic  jazz  chord  voicings  are  the  foundation  of  jazz 

harmony.  They provide the harmonic framework for 

improvisation  and  composition.  There  are  many 

different  basic  jazz  chord  voicings,  but  some  of  the 

most common include:

 Drop 2 voicings: Drop 2 voicings are created by 

omitting the fifth of the chord. This results in a 

voicing that is more open and airy, and it is often 

used in comping.

 Drop 3 voicings: Drop 3 voicings are created by 

omitting the third of the chord. This results in a 

voicing that is more compact and focused, and it 

is often used in soloing.

 Shell  voicings: Shell  voicings  are  created  by 

omitting  the  third  and  fifth  of  the  chord.  This 
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results in a voicing that is very sparse, and it is 

often used in comping and soloing.

 Arpeggiated voicings: Arpeggiated voicings are 

created by playing the notes of the chord one at a 

time. This results in a voicing that is very clear 

and distinct, and it is often used in soloing.

 Hybrid voicings: Hybrid voicings are created by 

combining elements  of  two or  more  basic  jazz 

chord voicings.  This results in a voicing that is 

unique  and  personal,  and  it  is  often  used  in 

comping and soloing.

The  choice  of  which  basic  jazz  chord  voicing  to  use 

depends on the context of the music. In general, drop 2 

voicings  are  good  for  comping,  drop  3  voicings  are 

good  for  soloing,  shell  voicings  are  good  for  both 

comping  and  soloing,  and  arpeggiated  voicings  are 

good for soloing. Hybrid voicings can be used in any 

context.
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Experimenting with different basic jazz chord voicings 

is  a  great  way to  learn  how to  play  jazz  chords.  By 

listening to how different voicings sound, you can start 

to develop your own personal style.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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