
The Higher Credit

Introduction

Today,  more  and  more  students  are  exploring 

alternative  pathways  to  earn college  credit.  Whether 

you're a working adult, a military veteran, or someone 

with  years  of  valuable  life  experience,  there  are 

numerous opportunities to gain college credit for what 

you already know. This comprehensive guide provides 

you with everything you need to know about earning 

college credit for prior learning.

From  understanding  the  different  credit  options 

available to preparing for and taking exams, this book 

covers it all. We'll delve into the intricacies of CLEP, AP, 

and  DSST  exams,  providing  you  with  step-by-step 

instructions  on  how  to  register,  study,  and  succeed. 

Additionally, we'll explore the processes for receiving 
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credit for military training and experience, as well as 

work and life experience.

Furthermore,  we'll  guide  you through the  process  of 

portfolio  assessment  and  prior  learning  assessment, 

showcasing your skills and knowledge gained outside 

of  traditional academic settings.  Along the way,  we'll 

address  common  challenges  and  provide  effective 

solutions  to  help  you  navigate  the  complexities  of 

credit for prior learning.

Whether  you're  looking  to  accelerate  your  degree 

completion, save money on tuition, or simply explore 

new  educational  opportunities,  this  book  is  your 

ultimate  resource.  With  insider  tips,  real-world 

examples,  and  valuable  advice,  you'll  gain  the 

confidence and knowledge you need to achieve your 

academic goals and unlock your full potential.
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Book Description

Unlock Your Potential:  A Comprehensive Guide to 

Earning College Credit for What You Already Know

In  today's  dynamic  world,  higher  education  is  more 

accessible  than  ever  before.  With  the  increasing 

recognition of prior learning, you can now earn college 

credit  for  the  knowledge  and  skills  you've  acquired 

through  life  experiences,  work  experience,  and 

military service.

Our  comprehensive  guide,  The  Higher  Credit, 

provides you with everything you need to know about 

earning  college  credit  for  prior  learning.  From 

understanding the different credit options available to 

preparing for and taking exams, this book covers it all.

Inside, you'll discover:

 In-depth  explanations  of  CLEP,  AP,  and  DSST 

exams,  including  step-by-step  instructions  on 

how to register, study, and succeed.
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 A  thorough  exploration  of  the  processes  for 

receiving  credit  for  military  training  and 

experience, as well as work and life experience.

 Detailed  guidance  on  portfolio  assessment  and 

prior  learning  assessment,  showcasing  your 

skills  and  knowledge  gained  outside  of 

traditional academic settings.

 Expert  advice  on  overcoming  common 

challenges  and  providing  effective  solutions  to 

help you navigate the complexities of credit for 

prior learning.

Whether  you're  looking  to  accelerate  your  degree 

completion, save money on tuition, or simply explore 

new educational  opportunities,  The Higher Credit is 

your  ultimate  resource.  With  insider  tips,  real-world 

examples,  and  valuable  advice,  you'll  gain  the 

confidence and knowledge you need to achieve your 

academic goals and unlock your full potential.
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Don't  let  your  prior  learning  go  unrecognized.  Take 

control of your education and earn the college credit 

you deserve. With The Higher Credit, you'll be well on 

your way to achieving your academic and professional 

aspirations.
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Chapter 1: College Credit Options

Earning Credit for Prior Learning

In  the  realm  of  higher  education,  the  concept  of 

earning  college  credit  for  prior  learning  (CPL)  has 

gained  significant  momentum  in  recent  years.  CPL 

offers  individuals  the  opportunity  to  gain  academic 

recognition for knowledge and skills acquired through 

experiences  outside  of  traditional  classroom settings. 

This  innovative  approach  to  credit  acquisition 

empowers  learners  to  accelerate  their  degree 

completion,  save  on  tuition  costs,  and  pursue 

educational  pathways  that  align  with  their  unique 

backgrounds and expertise.

Earning CPL involves various methods, each catering to 

different  types  of  prior  learning.  One  prominent 

method  is  through  standardized  exams  such  as  the 

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP), Advanced 

Placement  (AP),  and  DANTES  Subject  Standardized 
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Tests (DSST). These exams assess a learner's proficiency 

in specific subject  areas,  and successful  performance 

can result  in  college credit  awarded by participating 

institutions.

Another avenue for earning CPL is  through portfolio 

assessment. This method involves compiling a portfolio 

of evidence that demonstrates a learner's mastery of a 

particular  subject  or  skill.  The  portfolio  may include 

samples  of  work,  projects,  certifications,  and  other 

relevant  materials.  Once  submitted,  the  portfolio  is 

evaluated  by  faculty  or  designated  assessors  who 

determine whether college credit should be granted.

Prior  learning  assessment  (PLA)  is  a  comprehensive 

approach  that  encompasses  various  methods  for 

evaluating and awarding credit for prior learning. PLA 

incorporates standardized exams, portfolio assessment, 

and other assessment techniques to provide a holistic 

evaluation  of  a  learner's  knowledge  and  skills.  PLA 

programs  are  often  administered  by  colleges  and 
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universities, and successful completion can lead to the 

award  of  college  credit  or  the  fulfillment  of  degree 

requirements.

The  benefits  of  earning  CPL  are  multifaceted.  For 

learners, CPL offers a flexible and efficient way to earn 

college credit,  saving time and money.  By leveraging 

their  prior  learning,  individuals  can  accelerate  their 

degree completion, graduate early, and pursue higher-

level courses. Additionally, CPL can provide validation 

for  skills  and  knowledge  gained  through  non-

traditional means, boosting a learner's confidence and 

motivation.

For institutions, CPL offers a valuable mechanism for 

recognizing  and  incorporating  diverse  learning 

experiences  into  their  academic  programs.  By 

embracing CPL, institutions can attract a broader range 

of  students,  enhance the  quality  of  their  educational 

offerings, and promote lifelong learning. Furthermore, 

CPL can help institutions streamline their curriculum, 
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reduce  redundancy,  and  focus  on  delivering  higher-

level instruction.

In  conclusion,  earning  CPL  is  a  transformative 

approach to higher education that acknowledges and 

values the diverse learning pathways individuals take. 

Through various methods such as standardized exams, 

portfolio  assessment,  and  prior  learning  assessment, 

learners can gain college credit for their prior learning, 

accelerating their degree completion, saving on tuition 

costs,  and pursuing educational  goals  that  align with 

their unique backgrounds and expertise.
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Chapter 1: College Credit Options

Exploring Alternative Credit Pathways

In the realm of higher education, the traditional path of 

earning a degree through coursework and exams is no 

longer  the  only  option.  Alternative  credit  pathways 

have  emerged  as  viable  and  increasingly  popular 

avenues  for  students  to  gain  college  credit  for  their 

prior  learning  and  experiences.  These  pathways 

provide flexibility, accessibility, and the recognition of 

skills  and  knowledge  acquired  outside  of  the 

classroom.

1. Credit  for  Prior  Learning  (CPL):  CPL  is  a 

comprehensive approach that allows students to 

earn  college  credit  for  knowledge  and  skills 

gained through various non-traditional learning 

experiences.  This can include work experience, 

military training, professional certifications, and 

informal  learning.  CPL  typically  involves 
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evaluating  the  student's  portfolio  of  evidence, 

such  as  transcripts,  certificates,  and  work 

samples,  to  determine  the  appropriate  level  of 

credit.

2. Credit by Examination (CBE): CBE is a process 

by  which  students  can  earn  college  credit  by 

successfully passing an exam that demonstrates 

their mastery of a particular subject. This is often 

achieved  through  standardized  exams  such  as 

the College Level Examination Program (CLEP), 

Advanced  Placement  (AP)  exams,  and  DANTES 

Subject Standardized Tests (DSST). These exams 

cover a wide range of subjects, allowing students 

to  test  out  of  introductory  college  courses  and 

potentially save time and money.

3. Portfolio Assessment: Portfolio assessment is a 

method  of  evaluating  a  student's  learning  and 

skills  through  a  collection  of  work  samples, 

artifacts,  and  reflective  statements.  This 
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approach focuses on the student's ability to apply 

their knowledge and skills in real-world contexts. 

Portfolios  can  be  used  to  demonstrate 

proficiency in various areas, such as art, writing, 

music, and technical skills.

4. Experiential  Learning:  Experiential  learning 

involves  hands-on,  real-world  experiences  that 

allow  students  to  learn  and  apply  their 

knowledge in practical settings. This may include 

internships,  clinical rotations,  field studies,  and 

service-learning  projects.  Experiential  learning 

opportunities  can  provide  valuable  experience 

and  skills  that  are  highly  sought  after  by 

employers.

5. Prior  Learning  Assessment  (PLA):  PLA  is  a 

comprehensive evaluation process that assesses 

a  student's  prior  learning  and  experiences  to 

determine the appropriate level of college credit. 

This can involve a combination of methods, such 
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as portfolio assessment, standardized exams, and 

interviews. PLA is often used to evaluate military 

training  and experience,  work experience,  and 

non-traditional learning experiences.
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 Chapter 1: College Credit Options

 Understanding Transfer Credit Policies

Transfer credit policies vary widely from institution to 

institution, so it's essential to research and understand 

the  policies  of  the  colleges  or  universities  you're 

considering. Some common factors that affect transfer 

credit policies include:

 Accreditation: The  accreditation  status  of  the 

institution  where  you  earned  the  credits  can 

impact whether or not they will be accepted in 

transfer.  Regionally  accredited  institutions  are 

generally more widely accepted than nationally 

accredited institutions.

 Coursework: The coursework you took and the 

grades you earned will also be considered when 

evaluating transfer credit. Some institutions may 

have specific requirements for the courses that 
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can  be  transferred,  while  others  may  have  a 

more flexible approach.

 Timeframe: The length of time that has passed 

since  you  took  the  coursework  can  also  affect 

whether  or  not  it  will  be  accepted in  transfer. 

Some institutions have a time limit on how old 

coursework can be to be eligible for transfer.

 Other  factors: Other  factors  that  may  be 

considered  include  the  reputation  of  the 

institution  where  you  earned  the  credits,  the 

relevance  of  the  coursework  to  your  intended 

program  of  study,  and  the  overall  academic 

record of the student.

To ensure that your transfer credits will be accepted, 

it's  essential  to  contact  the  admissions  office  of  the 

institution  you're  considering  and  request  a  transfer 

credit evaluation. This evaluation will provide you with 

a detailed list  of the courses that will  be accepted in 

transfer and how they will be applied to your degree.
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Here are some tips for understanding transfer credit 

policies:

 Start  early: The  earlier  you  start  researching 

transfer credit policies, the more time you'll have 

to resolve any issues that may arise.

 Be  proactive: Don't  wait  for  the  institution  to 

contact you about transfer credit.  Reach out to 

the  admissions  office  and  request  a  transfer 

credit evaluation as soon as possible.

 Be  prepared  to  provide  documentation: You 

may need to provide official transcripts, course 

descriptions,  and  other  documentation  to 

support your request for transfer credit.

 Be  flexible: Transfer  credit  policies  can  be 

complex and vary from institution to institution. 

Be  prepared  to  be  flexible  and  work  with  the 

admissions office to  find a  solution that  works 

for you.
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By following these tips, you can increase your chances 

of  having your transfer credits  accepted and make a 

smooth transition to your new institution.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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