
The Expatriate & The Silver Town

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco's  insightful  and  engaging  book, 

The Expatriate [book title] The Silver Town, delves 

into  the  captivating  life  and  multifaceted  legacy  of 

William Spratling, an American artist, architect, writer, 

and  passionate  collector  of  Mexican  folk  art  and 

archaeological artifacts, who left an indelible mark on 

the picturesque town of Taxco, Mexico.

Spratling's journey to Taxco in 1929 marked a pivotal 

moment in the town's history. Within a short span of 

five years, he penned the seminal work, "Little Mexico," 

capturing  the  essence  of  this  charming  town  and 

propelling  it  into  the  international  spotlight. 

Simultaneously, he established a thriving silver jewelry 

business, transforming Taxco into a renowned center 

for exquisite craftsmanship.
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Spratling's  influence  extended  far  beyond  his 

silverwork. He was a magnet for artists,  writers,  and 

intellectuals,  transforming  Taxco  into  a  vibrant  and 

cosmopolitan hub. His passion for Mexican culture and 

heritage inspired him to become an avid collector of 

indigenous art and archaeological treasures, amassing 

an  impressive  collection  that  reflected  his  deep 

appreciation for the country's rich cultural tapestry.

As an architect, Spratling left an enduring legacy on the 

architectural  landscape  of  Taxco.  His  designs 

showcased  a  harmonious  blend  of  Mexican  and 

European influences, creating a unique aesthetic that 

continues  to  captivate  visitors  today.  His  homes  and 

public  spaces  seamlessly  integrated  into  the  town's 

colonial charm, enhancing its architectural heritage.

Spratling's literary contributions further cemented his 

status as a cultural icon. His writings vividly portrayed 

the beauty and allure of Taxco, attracting readers from 

around the world. His ability to capture the essence of 
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Mexican  culture  and  traditions  through  his  prose 

earned him a  prominent  place  in  Mexican literature 

and solidified his reputation as a gifted storyteller.

Spratling's unwavering commitment to nurturing local 

talent and supporting the arts community left a lasting 

impact  on  Taxco.  He  recognized  and  fostered  the 

potential of aspiring artists, providing opportunities for 

them to showcase their work and gain recognition. His 

patronage played a pivotal role in the development of a 

thriving art scene, further enriching the cultural fabric 

of the town.

Spratling's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. His 

vision  and  dedication  to  preserving  Taxco's  cultural 

heritage  continue  to  inspire  and  guide  the  town's 

preservation  efforts.  His  influence  is  evident  in  the 

vibrant  art  community,  thriving  silver  industry,  and 

enduring charm that continue to captivate visitors to 

this day. The Expatriate [book title] The Silver Town 

is  a  captivating  exploration  of  a  remarkable  life,  a 

3



tribute  to  the  transformative  power  of  art,  and  a 

testament to the enduring legacy of William Spratling, 

a  true  pioneer  who  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

cultural landscape of Mexico. 
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Book Description

The Expatriate  [book title]  The  Silver  Town is  an 

immersive  and  comprehensive  exploration  of  the 

extraordinary life and multifaceted legacy of William 

Spratling,  an  American  artist,  architect,  writer,  and 

passionate  collector  of  Mexican  folk  art  and 

archaeological  artifacts.  His  profound  impact  on  the 

picturesque town of Taxco, Mexico, is the centerpiece 

of this captivating narrative.

Spratling's  arrival  in  Taxco  in  1929  marked  a 

transformative chapter in the town's history. Within a 

short  span  of  five  years,  his  seminal  work,  "Little 

Mexico,"  catapulted  Taxco  into  the  international 

spotlight,  capturing  the  essence  of  its  charm  and 

cultural  heritage.  Simultaneously,  he  established  a 

thriving  silver  jewelry  business,  transforming  Taxco 

into a renowned center for exquisite craftsmanship.
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Beyond his silverwork, Spratling's influence extended 

far and wide. He became a magnet for artists, writers, 

and  intellectuals,  transforming  Taxco  into  a  vibrant 

and cosmopolitan hub. His passion for Mexican culture 

and heritage inspired him to become an avid collector 

of  indigenous  art  and  archaeological  treasures, 

amassing  an  impressive  collection  that  reflected  his 

deep  appreciation  for  the  country's  rich  cultural 

tapestry.

As  an architect,  Spratling left  an enduring legacy on 

Taxco's architectural landscape. His designs showcased 

a  harmonious  blend  of  Mexican  and  European 

influences, creating a unique aesthetic that continues 

to captivate visitors today. His homes and public spaces 

seamlessly integrated into the town's colonial  charm, 

enhancing its architectural heritage.

Spratling's literary contributions further cemented his 

status as a cultural icon. His writings vividly portrayed 

the beauty and allure of Taxco, attracting readers from 

6



around the world. His ability to capture the essence of 

Mexican  culture  and  traditions  through  his  prose 

earned him a  prominent  place  in  Mexican literature 

and solidified his reputation as a gifted storyteller.

Spratling's unwavering commitment to nurturing local 

talent and supporting the arts community left a lasting 

impact  on  Taxco.  He  recognized  and  fostered  the 

potential of aspiring artists, providing opportunities for 

them to showcase their work and gain recognition. His 

patronage played a pivotal role in the development of a 

thriving art scene, further enriching the cultural fabric 

of the town.

The Expatriate [book title]  The Silver Town is  not 

merely a biography; it is a captivating exploration of a 

remarkable life, a tribute to the transformative power 

of  art,  and  a  testament  to  the  enduring  legacy  of 

William Spratling, a true pioneer who left an indelible 

mark  on  the  cultural  landscape  of  Mexico.  This 

comprehensive volume is an essential read for anyone 
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interested  in  Mexican  art,  history,  culture,  and  the 

enduring allure of Taxco. 
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

The allure of Taxco

Taxco,  a picturesque town nestled amidst the rugged 

peaks  of  the  Sierra  Madre  mountains  in  southern 

Mexico,  has  captivated visitors  for  centuries  with  its 

enchanting  charm  and  rich  cultural  tapestry.  Its 

cobblestone  streets,  whitewashed  buildings,  and 

intricate silverwork have made it a popular destination 

for artists, writers, and travelers alike.

At  the  heart  of  Taxco's  allure  lies  its  breathtaking 

natural  beauty.  Surrounded  by  lush  vegetation  and 

towering  mountains,  the  town  offers  stunning  vistas 

that have inspired countless works of art. The nearby 

Cacahuamilpa  Caves,  with  their  vast  chambers  and 

intricate  formations,  are  a  testament  to  the  region's 

geological wonders.

Taxco's rich history further adds to its allure. Founded 

in the 16th century by Spanish conquistadors, the town 
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played  a  significant  role  in  Mexico's  silver  mining 

industry.  The discovery of  vast  silver  deposits  in the 

surrounding  mountains  led  to  a  mining  boom  that 

transformed Taxco into a thriving economic center.

Beyond its  natural  beauty and historical  significance, 

Taxco  is  renowned  for  its  vibrant  arts  and  culture 

scene.  The  town  has  long  been  a  haven  for  artists, 

drawn  by  its  inspiring  atmosphere  and  supportive 

community.  Its  narrow  streets  are  lined  with  art 

galleries,  studios,  and  workshops,  showcasing  the 

works of local and international artists.

The town's most famous artistic legacy is undoubtedly 

its  silverwork.  Taxco's  skilled  artisans  have  been 

crafting  exquisite  silver  jewelry  and  objects  for 

centuries,  using  traditional  techniques  passed  down 

through  generations.  The  town's  silver  shops  and 

workshops  offer  a  dazzling  array  of  handcrafted 

creations,  from delicate  filigree earrings  to  elaborate 

religious ornaments.
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Taxco's cultural heritage extends beyond its visual arts. 

The town is home to a vibrant music and dance scene, 

with  traditional  folkloric  performances  often  taking 

place in the town square. The town also hosts several 

annual  festivals,  including  the  National  Silver  Fair, 

which  celebrates  Taxco's  rich  mining  and 

silversmithing traditions.

Whether  it's  its  natural  beauty,  historical  charm,  or 

vibrant  arts  and  culture  scene,  Taxco's  allure  has 

captivated visitors from around the world. Its unique 

blend of history, culture, and natural beauty continues 

to  inspire  and  enchant  those  who  step  within  its 

enchanting embrace.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

William Faulkner's influence

William  Faulkner,  the  renowned  American  novelist 

and Nobel laureate, played a significant role in shaping 

the  trajectory  of  William  Spratling's  life  and  career. 

Their  friendship  blossomed  during  Spratling's  early 

days in New Orleans, where Faulkner's influence was 

deeply felt.

Faulkner's  literary  prowess  and unique  writing  style 

left  an  enduring  impression  on  Spratling.  Spratling 

admired Faulkner's ability to capture the essence of the 

human condition, particularly the complexities of the 

American South. Faulkner's exploration of themes such 

as race, identity, and the search for meaning resonated 

deeply  with  Spratling,  influencing  his  own  artistic 

vision and storytelling.

Beyond  their  literary  connection,  Faulkner  and 

Spratling shared a common passion for Mexico and its 
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rich culture. Faulkner's travels to Mexico exposed him 

to  the  vibrant  colors,  textures,  and  traditions  of  the 

country,  which  he  vividly  depicted  in  his  writings. 

Spratling, who had already developed a fascination for 

Mexico, was further inspired by Faulkner's experiences 

and insights.

Faulkner's  encouragement  and  support  were 

instrumental in Spratling's decision to relocate to Taxco 

in  1929.  Faulkner  recognized  Spratling's  talent  and 

potential, urging him to pursue his artistic ambitions in 

a  new  and  stimulating  environment.  Spratling's 

subsequent move to Taxco marked a pivotal moment in 

his life, leading to his transformation into a renowned 

artist, writer, and patron of the arts.

Throughout  their  friendship,  Faulkner  and  Spratling 

engaged in lively discussions about art, literature, and 

the human experience. These exchanges enriched both 

of  their  creative  endeavors,  fostering  mutual  respect 

and  admiration.  Faulkner's  influence  on  Spratling 
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extended  beyond  the  realm  of  writing,  shaping  his 

perspective on life, art, and the pursuit of beauty.

The bond between Faulkner and Spratling stands as a 

testament to the power of friendship and mentorship. 

Faulkner's  guidance  and  encouragement  played  a 

crucial  role  in  shaping  Spratling's  artistic  journey, 

leaving  an  enduring  legacy  on  his  work  and  the 

cultural landscape of Taxco.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

Building a life in Taxco

Leaving  behind  the  familiar  streets  of  New  Orleans, 

William  Spratling  embarked  on  a  transformative 

journey to Taxco, Mexico, in 1929. Drawn by the town's 

captivating charm and rich cultural heritage, he sought 

to establish a new life amidst the cobblestone streets 

and silver workshops.

Spratling's arrival in Taxco marked the beginning of a 

profound connection with the town and its people. He 

immersed himself in the local culture, embracing the 

traditions and customs of his adopted home. Through 

his  interactions with the community,  he developed a 

deep understanding of Mexican art and craftsmanship, 

which would later inspire his own creative endeavors.

As  Spratling  settled  into  his  new  surroundings,  he 

began  to  forge  lasting  friendships  with  the  local 

artisans  and  silversmiths.  He  recognized  their 
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exceptional  skills  and saw the potential  for  Taxco to 

become  a  renowned  center  for  silverwork.  With 

unwavering  enthusiasm,  he  invested  his  time  and 

resources in supporting the local craftsmen, providing 

them with guidance and encouragement.

Spratling's  influence  extended  beyond  the  silver 

workshops.  He  became  an  active  participant  in  the 

town's social and cultural life, attending local festivals, 

engaging in lively discussions, and immersing himself 

in  the  vibrant  atmosphere  of  Taxco.  His  presence 

brought  a  cosmopolitan  flair  to  the  town,  attracting 

other  artists,  writers,  and  intellectuals  who  were 

drawn to its bohemian spirit.

As Spratling's roots in Taxco deepened, he purchased a 

charming  house  that  became  his  sanctuary  and  a 

gathering  place  for  the  town's  creative  minds.  The 

house,  known  as  "Las  Palomas,"  reflected  Spratling's 

eclectic taste and love for Mexican art. It was adorned 
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with indigenous textiles,  pre-Columbian artifacts,  and 

silver pieces crafted by local artisans.

Spratling's decision to make Taxco his home was not 

merely  a  geographical  relocation.  It  was  a  profound 

choice that shaped his life and left an enduring legacy 

on  the  town.  Through  his  passion  for  art,  his 

unwavering  support  for  local  craftsmen,  and  his 

dedication to preserving Taxco's cultural heritage,  he 

became  an  integral  part  of  the  community,  forever 

intertwined  with  the  story  of  The  Expatriate  &  The 

Silver Town.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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