
The  Editors'  Ground:  A  Legacy  of 

Shaping Children's Literature

Introduction

The  world  of  children's  literature  owes  an  immense 

debt  of  gratitude  to  St.  Nicholas  Magazine,  a 

publication that graced the lives of young readers for 

over  three  decades,  leaving  an  indelible  mark  on 

American culture. The magazine, founded in 1873 by 

the visionary editor Mary Mapes Dodge, was a pioneer 

in  its  field,  setting  a  new standard  for  excellence  in 

children's literature.

With  an  unwavering  commitment  to  providing 

children  with  a  "pleasure  ground"  of  wholesome 

entertainment  and  education,  Dodge  assembled  a 

remarkable  team  of  writers,  illustrators,  and  editors 

who  created  a  literary  haven  for  young  minds.  The 
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magazine's  pages  sparkled  with  an  array  of  stories, 

poems,  articles,  and  illustrations  that  captured  the 

imaginations of generations of children.

From the  enchanting  tales  of  Louisa  May Alcott  and 

Frances Hodgson Burnett to the humorous adventures 

of  Mark  Twain  and  Rudyard  Kipling,  St.  Nicholas 

Magazine offered a diverse range of literary treats that 

catered to every child's taste. Its illustrations, rendered 

by some of the most talented artists of the era, brought 

the stories to life, adding another layer of magic to the 

reading experience.

Beyond its literary merits, St. Nicholas Magazine played 

a pivotal role in shaping American culture. It instilled 

in young readers a sense of patriotism, citizenship, and 

social justice, encouraging them to strive for excellence 

and  to  make  a  positive  contribution  to  society.  The 

magazine's utopian vision of a world where children 

could  thrive  and  flourish  inspired  generations  to 
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dream  big  and  to  work  towards  creating  a  better 

future.

The legacy of St. Nicholas Magazine extends far beyond 

its  lifespan.  It  served  as  a  launching  pad  for  many 

aspiring writers and illustrators, some of whom went 

on to become luminaries in their respective fields. The 

magazine's  impact  on  American  literature  is 

undeniable,  as  it  helped  to  shape  the  tastes  and 

preferences of generations of readers.

In this  book,  we will  delve into the rich history and 

enduring  legacy  of  St.  Nicholas  Magazine.  We  will 

explore  the  magazine's  editorial  philosophy,  its 

contributions to children's literature, and its impact on 

American culture. We will also celebrate the talented 

writers,  illustrators,  and  editors  who  brought  the 

magazine  to  life,  leaving  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

hearts and minds of young readers.
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Book Description

Step  into  the  fascinating  world  of  St.  Nicholas 

Magazine, a publication that captivated young readers 

and shaped American culture for over three decades. 

This  book offers  a  comprehensive  exploration of  the 

magazine's  history,  legacy,  and  enduring  impact  on 

children's literature and American society.

From its humble beginnings in 1873 to its final issue in 

1905,  St.  Nicholas  Magazine  stood  as  a  beacon  of 

excellence,  providing  children  with  a  "pleasure 

ground"  of  wholesome entertainment  and  education. 

Under the visionary leadership of editor Mary Mapes 

Dodge,  the  magazine  assembled  a  stellar  team  of 

writers, illustrators, and editors who created a literary 

haven for young minds.

Within  these  pages,  you'll  discover  the  captivating 

stories, poems, articles, and illustrations that filled the 

pages of St. Nicholas Magazine. From the beloved tales 
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of Louisa May Alcott and Frances Hodgson Burnett to 

the humorous adventures of Mark Twain and Rudyard 

Kipling,  the  magazine  offered  a  diverse  range  of 

literary treats that appealed to every child's taste.

Beyond its literary merits, St. Nicholas Magazine played 

a pivotal role in shaping American culture. It instilled 

in young readers a sense of patriotism, citizenship, and 

social justice, encouraging them to strive for excellence 

and  to  make  a  positive  contribution  to  society.  The 

magazine's utopian vision of a world where children 

could  thrive  and  flourish  inspired  generations  to 

dream  big  and  to  work  towards  creating  a  better 

future.

This book delves into the rich history of  St.  Nicholas 

Magazine,  exploring  its  editorial  philosophy,  its 

contributions to children's literature, and its impact on 

American  culture.  It  also  celebrates  the  talented 

writers,  illustrators,  and  editors  who  brought  the 
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magazine  to  life,  leaving  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

hearts and minds of young readers.

Whether you're a longtime fan of St. Nicholas Magazine 

or a newcomer to its  pages,  this book is an essential 

guide  to  one  of  the  most  influential  children's 

publications in American history. Immerse yourself in 

the world of  St.  Nicholas  Magazine and discover  the 

enduring  legacy  of  a  publication  that  shaped 

generations of young readers.

6



Chapter 1: The Groundwork of an Era

Mary Mapes Dodge: The Woman Behind the 

Vision

Mary Mapes Dodge, the visionary editor of St. Nicholas 

Magazine,  was  a  trailblazing  figure  in  the  world  of 

children's  literature.  Born in  New York City  in  1831, 

Dodge grew up in a family that valued education and 

intellectual pursuits. Her father, a successful merchant, 

instilled in her a love of reading and writing, while her 

mother,  a  devout  Christian,  emphasized  the 

importance of morality and compassion.

From an early age, Dodge demonstrated a remarkable 

talent  for  writing.  She  began  publishing  poems  and 

short  stories  in  various  magazines  and  newspapers 

while still  in her teens. In 1865, she married William 

Dodge, a wealthy businessman, which afforded her the 

financial security to pursue her literary ambitions.

7



Dodge's editorial career began in 1873 when she was 

approached by Roswell Smith, the publisher of Hearth 

and  Home,  a  popular  family  magazine.  Smith  was 

impressed by Dodge's writing and editorial skills and 

offered  her  the  position  of  editor.  Dodge  eagerly 

accepted, and under her leadership, Hearth and Home 

quickly gained a reputation for its high-quality content 

and its appeal to both children and adults.

In 1874,  Dodge left  Hearth and Home to become the 

founding editor of St. Nicholas Magazine. Her vision for 

the  magazine  was  to  create  a  "pleasure  ground"  for 

children,  a  place  where  they  could  find  wholesome 

entertainment,  inspiration,  and  knowledge.  Dodge 

believed  that  children's  literature  should  be  both 

enjoyable and educational, and she set out to create a 

magazine  that  would  meet  the  highest  standards  of 

literary excellence.

Dodge's  editorial  philosophy  was  guided  by  a  deep 

understanding  of  children's  needs  and  interests.  She 
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believed  that  children  should  be  exposed  to  a  wide 

range  of  literature,  from  classic  fairy  tales  to 

contemporary stories that reflected their own lives and 

experiences. She also believed that children should be 

encouraged  to  express  their  own  creativity  through 

writing and illustration.

Under  Dodge's  leadership,  St.  Nicholas  Magazine 

quickly became one of the most popular and influential 

children's  magazines  in  the  United  States.  The 

magazine's  contributors  included  some  of  the  most 

celebrated writers and illustrators of the era, including 

Louisa  May  Alcott,  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett,  Mark 

Twain, Rudyard Kipling, and N.C. Wyeth. St.  Nicholas 

Magazine also provided a platform for aspiring writers 

and artists, many of whom went on to have successful 

careers in children's literature.

Dodge's  legacy  as  an  editor  and  a  champion  of 

children's literature is immense.  She helped to shape 

the tastes  and preferences of  generations of  readers, 
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and  her  work  continues  to  inspire  and  entertain 

children to this day.
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Chapter 1: The Groundwork of an Era

The Birth of St. Nicholas Magazine: A New Era 

in Children's Literature

In  the  annals  of  American  children's  literature,  the 

emergence of St. Nicholas Magazine in 1873 marked a 

watershed moment, heralding a new era of quality and 

innovation  in  the  field.  This  pioneering  publication, 

founded by  the  visionary  editor  Mary  Mapes  Dodge, 

quickly  established  itself  as  a  beacon  of  literary 

excellence,  capturing  the  hearts  and  imaginations  of 

young readers across the nation.

Dodge, a renowned author and editor, possessed a deep 

understanding of children's needs and aspirations. She 

envisioned  St.  Nicholas  Magazine  as  a  "pleasure 

ground"  where  children  could  escape  the  mundane 

realities  of  their  everyday  lives  and  immerse 

themselves  in  a  world  of  wonder,  imagination,  and 

adventure. With unwavering dedication, she assembled 
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a team of talented writers, illustrators, and editors who 

shared her passion for creating high-quality children's 

literature.

The  magazine's  eclectic  mix  of  content  reflected 

Dodge's  belief  in  the  importance  of  catering  to  the 

diverse interests of young readers. Its pages brimmed 

with  a  captivating  array  of  stories,  poems,  articles, 

puzzles, and games, ensuring that there was something 

for every child to enjoy.  Dodge's editorial  philosophy 

emphasized  the  importance  of  wholesome 

entertainment  and  moral  instruction,  without 

sacrificing  the  elements  of  fun  and  excitement  that 

children craved.

St. Nicholas Magazine quickly gained a reputation for 

its  literary  excellence.  Dodge's  keen  eye  for  talent 

attracted some of the most celebrated authors of  the 

era,  including  Louisa  May  Alcott,  Frances  Hodgson 

Burnett,  Mark  Twain,  and  Rudyard  Kipling.  These 

literary luminaries graced the magazine's  pages with 
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their  timeless  tales,  introducing  young  readers  to 

unforgettable  characters  and  transporting  them  to 

faraway lands.

The magazine's commitment to artistic excellence was 

equally evident in its illustrations. Dodge enlisted the 

talents  of  renowned  artists  such  as  Jessie  Willcox 

Smith, N.C. Wyeth, and Maxfield Parrish, whose vibrant 

and evocative artwork brought the stories to life and 

added  an  extra  layer  of  magic  to  the  reading 

experience.

The  impact  of  St.  Nicholas  Magazine  on  American 

children's  literature  was  profound.  It  set  a  new 

standard  for  quality  and  innovation,  inspiring  other 

publishers  to  raise  their  own  standards.  The 

magazine's emphasis on wholesome entertainment and 

moral  instruction  helped  to  shape  the  values  of 

generations  of  young  readers,  fostering  a  love  of 

reading and a lifelong appreciation for literature.
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Chapter 1: The Groundwork of an Era

The  Editorial  Philosophy  of  Mary  Mapes 

Dodge:  Creating  a  "Pleasure  Ground"  for 

Children

Mary Mapes Dodge, the visionary editor of St. Nicholas 

Magazine, possessed a profound understanding of the 

unique  needs  and  aspirations  of  young  readers.  She 

believed  that  childhood  should  be  a  time  of  joy, 

wonder, and boundless imagination, and she dedicated 

her  life's  work  to  creating  a  literary  haven  where 

children  could  escape  the  mundane  and  immerse 

themselves  in  the  realm  of  stories,  poems,  and 

illustrations.

Dodge's  editorial  philosophy  was  rooted  in  the 

conviction that  children deserved literature that  was 

both  entertaining  and  intellectually  stimulating.  She 

sought  out  stories  that  sparked  the  imagination, 

transported  readers  to  distant  lands,  and  introduced 
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them  to  diverse  cultures  and  perspectives.  She  also 

believed that children should be exposed to the best of 

classic literature, as well as contemporary works that 

reflected the changing world around them.

Under Dodge's guidance, St. Nicholas Magazine became 

a showcase for some of the most talented writers and 

illustrators of the era. She had an uncanny ability to 

recognize emerging talent and nurture it, providing a 

platform for  authors  and artists  to  share  their  work 

with a wide audience. Her editorial vision transformed 

St.  Nicholas into a beacon of  quality in the world of 

children's  literature,  setting  a  new  standard  for 

excellence that would influence generations to come.

Dodge's  commitment  to  creating a  "pleasure ground" 

for children extended beyond the pages of St. Nicholas 

Magazine.  She  was  a  tireless  advocate  for  children's 

rights  and  welfare,  and  she  used  her  influence  to 

promote  literacy,  education,  and  social  justice.  She 

believed  that  all  children,  regardless  of  their 
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background  or  circumstances,  deserved  the 

opportunity to experience the joy of reading and the 

transformative power of literature.

Dodge's legacy as an editor and champion of children's 

literature is immeasurable. Her unwavering dedication 

to  providing  children  with  a  rich  and  rewarding 

reading experience shaped the childhoods of millions 

of  young  Americans.  Her  editorial  philosophy 

continues to inspire educators, librarians, and writers 

to  create  literature  that  ignites  the  imagination  and 

nourishes the minds and hearts of young readers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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