
General Market Century: The Consumer

Introduction

The  Sears  catalog  was  a  cultural  phenomenon  that 

shaped  American  life  for  over  a  century.  From  its 

humble beginnings in the late 19th century, the catalog 

grew to become a household staple, reaching millions 

of Americans in every corner of the country. It was a 

window into a world of possibility, offering everything 

from  clothing  and  furniture  to  appliances  and 

electronics.  The  Sears  catalog  was  more  than  just  a 

shopping tool;  it  was a reflection of American values 

and aspirations. It was a symbol of opportunity and a 

path to a better life.

The  Sears  catalog  was  founded  in  1886  by  Richard 

Sears  and  Alvah  Roebuck.  The  two  men  started  out 

selling  watches  and  jewelry  through  the  mail.  Their 

business quickly grew, and they soon expanded their 
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product line to include a wide variety of other items. In 

1893,  they  published  their  first  general  merchandise 

catalog.  The  catalog  was  an  instant  success,  and  it 

quickly  became the  largest  mail-order  catalog  in  the 

United States.

The Sears catalog was a revolutionary idea. It allowed 

people  in  rural  areas  and  small  towns  to  purchase 

goods that  were previously unavailable to them. The 

catalog also made it possible for people to comparison 

shop and find the best prices. The Sears catalog had a 

profound impact on the American economy. It helped 

to create a national market for goods and services, and 

it stimulated consumer spending.

The  Sears  catalog  was  also  a  reflection  of  American 

values  and  aspirations.  It  offered  a  glimpse  into  the 

latest fashions and trends. It also provided information 

on how to improve one's home and lifestyle. The Sears 

catalog  was  a  source  of  inspiration  for  millions  of 
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Americans.  It  showed  them  what  was  possible  and 

helped them to achieve their dreams.

The Sears catalog was a part of American life for over a 

century. It played a role in shaping American culture 

and identity. The catalog was a symbol of opportunity 

and a path to a better life. It was a part of American 

history.

3



Book Description

The  Sears  catalog  was  a  cultural  phenomenon  that 

shaped  American  life  for  over  a  century.  From  its 

humble beginnings in the late 19th century, the catalog 

grew to become a household staple, reaching millions 

of Americans in every corner of the country. It was a 

window into a world of possibility, offering everything 

from  clothing  and  furniture  to  appliances  and 

electronics.  The  Sears  catalog  was  more  than  just  a 

shopping tool;  it  was a reflection of American values 

and aspirations. It was a symbol of opportunity and a 

path to a better life.

This book tells the story of the Sears catalog, from its 

early days as a small mail-order business to its peak as 

the  largest  retailer  in  the  world.  It  explores  the 

catalog's  impact  on  American  culture,  economy,  and 

society.  The  book  also  features  hundreds  of 

illustrations from the Sears catalog, providing a visual 

glimpse into the past.
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Whether you're a history buff, a Sears enthusiast,  or 

simply someone who is interested in American culture, 

this  book  is  a  must-read.  It  is  a  fascinating  and 

informative  look  at  a  forgotten  piece  of  American 

history.

Key Features

 A  comprehensive  history  of  the  Sears  catalog, 

from  its  early  days  to  its  peak  as  the  largest 

retailer in the world

 Hundreds of illustrations from the Sears catalog, 

providing a visual glimpse into the past

 An  exploration  of  the  catalog's  impact  on 

American culture, economy, and society

 A must-read for history buffs, Sears enthusiasts, 

and anyone interested in American culture
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 Chapter 1: The Consumer's Century

 The Rise of the Consumer

The rise of the consumer is one of the most significant 

social and economic developments of the 20th century. 

In the early 1900s,  the United States was a nation of 

producers.  Most  people  worked  in  agriculture  or 

manufacturing, and they produced goods for their own 

use or for sale to others. By the end of the century, the 

United States had become a nation of consumers. Most 

people  worked  in  service  industries,  and  they  spent 

their money on goods and services produced by others.

There were a number of factors that contributed to the 

rise of the consumer. One factor was the growth of the 

middle  class.  As  wages  rose  and  more  people  had 

disposable income, they began to spend more money 

on  goods  and  services.  Another  factor  was  the 

development  of  new  technologies,  such  as  the 
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automobile  and  the  radio,  which  made  it  easier  for 

people to consume goods and services.

The rise  of  the consumer had a profound impact  on 

American society. It led to the growth of a mass market 

for goods and services. It also led to the development of 

a new culture of consumption, in which people were 

encouraged to buy more and more goods.

The Sears catalog played a major role in the rise of the 

consumer. The catalog offered a wide variety of goods 

and services at affordable prices. It also made it easy 

for  people  to  shop  from  the  comfort  of  their  own 

homes.  The  Sears  catalog  was  a  powerful  force  in 

shaping American consumer culture.

The rise of the consumer has had a number of positive 

and negative consequences. On the one hand, it has led 

to a higher standard of living for many people. On the 

other hand, it  has also led to a number of problems, 

such  as  environmental  degradation  and  social 

inequality.
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Despite  the challenges,  the rise  of  the consumer is  a 

major  trend  that  is  likely  to  continue  in  the  21st 

century. As the world's population continues to grow 

and as more people enter the middle class, the demand 

for goods and services will continue to increase.
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Chapter 1: The Consumer's Century

The Changing Role of Advertising

In the early days of the 20th century, advertising was a 

relatively new and undeveloped field. Businesses relied 

heavily  on  word-of-mouth  and  print  advertising  to 

reach  their  customers.  However,  the  rise  of  mass 

media,  such  as  radio  and  television,  changed  the 

advertising landscape forever.

Radio  and  television  allowed  businesses  to  reach  a 

much larger audience than ever before. This led to a 

proliferation of advertising agencies and a new focus 

on  creating  advertising  campaigns  that  were  both 

informative and entertaining. Advertisers began to use 

catchy  slogans,  memorable  jingles,  and  celebrity 

endorsements to capture the attention of consumers.

The  changing  role  of  advertising  had  a  profound 

impact  on  American  culture.  Advertising  helped  to 

create  a  consumer  culture  in  which  people  were 
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encouraged to buy more and more goods and services. 

It  also  helped  to  shape  American  values  and 

aspirations.  Advertisers  often portrayed a  lifestyle  of 

luxury and glamour that many Americans aspired to.

Advertising also played a role in the rise of the Sears 

catalog. The Sears catalog was a mail-order catalog that 

offered  a  wide  variety  of  goods  and  services.  The 

catalog  was  a  valuable  resource  for  consumers, 

especially  those  who  lived  in  rural  areas  or  small 

towns. However, the Sears catalog also relied heavily 

on advertising to reach its customers.

The  Sears  catalog  featured  full-page  ads  for  its 

products. These ads were often very creative and eye-

catching.  They  used  colorful  illustrations,  descriptive 

text, and special offers to entice consumers to buy. The 

Sears  catalog  also  used  advertising  to  promote  its 

brand image.  The catalog often featured articles  and 

stories  that  portrayed  Sears  as  a  reliable  and 

trustworthy company.

10



The  changing  role  of  advertising  had  a  significant 

impact  on  the  Sears  catalog.  Advertising  helped  to 

make  the  Sears  catalog  a  household  staple.  It  also 

helped to shape the Sears brand image and to create a 

consumer culture in which people were encouraged to 

buy more and more goods and services.
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Chapter 1: The Consumer's Century

The Impact of Mass Production

Mass  production  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

American  economy  and  society  in  the  early  20th 

century. It led to a dramatic increase in the availability 

and  affordability  of  goods,  which  in  turn  fueled 

consumer  spending  and  economic  growth.  Mass 

production also led to the rise of large corporations and 

the decline of small businesses.

One of the most significant impacts of mass production 

was the decline in the cost of goods. This was due to a 

number  of  factors,  including  the  use  of  new 

technologies, the increased use of automation, and the 

economies of scale that came with producing goods in 

large quantities.  As a result,  consumers were able to 

purchase a wider variety of goods at lower prices.

The  increased  availability  and  affordability  of  goods 

led  to  a  surge  in  consumer  spending.  This  was 
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particularly true in the 1920s, when the economy was 

booming  and  consumers  were  eager  to  buy  new 

products. The rise in consumer spending helped to fuel 

economic growth and create jobs.

Mass  production  also  led  to  the  rise  of  large 

corporations.  These  corporations  were  able  to  take 

advantage  of  the  economies  of  scale  that  came with 

mass production and drive down their costs. They were 

also  able  to  use  their  size  and  power  to  control  the 

market and squeeze out smaller businesses.

The  decline  of  small  businesses  had  a  number  of 

negative consequences.  It  led to less competition and 

less choice for consumers. It also made it more difficult 

for entrepreneurs to start new businesses.

Overall, mass production had a profound impact on the 

American  economy  and  society  in  the  early  20th 

century. It led to a number of positive changes, such as 

the  decline  in  the  cost  of  goods  and  the  rise  in 

consumer  spending.  However,  it  also  led  to  some 
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negative  changes,  such  as  the  decline  of  small 

businesses and the rise of large corporations.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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