
Harley-Davidson Softail Service Guide

Introduction

Harley-Davidson Softail motorcycles have captured the 

hearts of riders worldwide with their distinctive style, 

powerful  performance,  and  unwavering  reliability. 

From  the  moment  the  first  Softail  rolled  off  the 

assembly line in 1984, it has become an iconic symbol 

of  American  freedom  and  individuality.  In  this 

comprehensive  guide,  we  delve  into  the  world  of 

Harley-Davidson  Softails,  exploring  their  history, 

features, customization options, and the unique riding 

experience they offer.

Whether you're a seasoned rider or a newcomer to the 

world of  Harley-Davidson,  this  book is  your ultimate 

companion  to  understanding  and  appreciating  the 

Softail legacy. We take you on a journey through the 

evolution of the Softail, from its humble beginnings to 
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its  current  status  as  a  modern  classic.  Discover  the 

engineering  marvels  that  make  the  Softail  a  true 

masterpiece of design and performance.

Beyond the technical aspects, we explore the cultural 

significance  of  the  Softail.  Learn  about  the  Softail's 

impact  on  popular  culture,  its  role  in  the  American 

motorcycle community, and the stories of riders who 

have made the Softail  an integral  part  of  their  lives. 

From cross-country adventures to daily commutes, the 

Softail  has  become  a  symbol  of  freedom,  self-

expression, and the pursuit of the open road.

As you delve deeper into the world of Softails,  you'll 

gain  valuable  insights  into  maintaining  and 

customizing  your  motorcycle.  Our  expert  advice  will 

guide  you  through  routine  maintenance  procedures, 

troubleshooting  common  issues,  and  making 

modifications that enhance the performance, style, and 

comfort  of  your  Softail.  Whether  you  prefer  classic 
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elegance or a more aggressive look, the Softail  offers 

endless possibilities for personalization.

Join us on this exhilarating journey as we celebrate the 

Harley-Davidson Softail, a motorcycle that has left an 

indelible mark on the world of motorcycling. Prepare 

to  be  captivated  by  the  Softail's  timeless  appeal,  its 

unwavering spirit,  and the stories of those who have 

embraced it as their own.
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Book Description

Immerse  yourself  in  the  world  of  Harley-Davidson 

Softail motorcycles with this comprehensive guide, the 

ultimate resource for riders of all levels. Delve into the 

history of the Softail, from its inception in 1984 to its 

current  status  as  a  modern  classic.  Discover  the 

engineering  marvels  that  make  the  Softail  a  true 

masterpiece  of  design  and  performance,  with  its 

unique  frame,  suspension  system,  and  powerful 

engine.

Beyond  the  technical  aspects,  explore  the  cultural 

significance of  the Softail.  Learn about  its  impact  on 

popular  culture,  its  role  in  the  American motorcycle 

community, and the stories of riders who have made 

the Softail an integral part of their lives. From cross-

country adventures to daily commutes, the Softail has 

become a symbol of freedom, self-expression, and the 

pursuit of the open road.
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As  you  delve  deeper  into  the  world  of  Softails,  gain 

valuable  insights  into  maintaining  and  customizing 

your  motorcycle.  Our  expert  advice  will  guide  you 

through  routine  maintenance  procedures, 

troubleshooting  common  issues,  and  making 

modifications that enhance the performance, style, and 

comfort  of  your  Softail.  Whether  you  prefer  classic 

elegance or a more aggressive look, the Softail  offers 

endless possibilities for personalization.

Join us on this exhilarating journey as we celebrate the 

Harley-Davidson Softail, a motorcycle that has left an 

indelible mark on the world of motorcycling. Prepare 

to  be  captivated  by  the  Softail's  timeless  appeal,  its 

unwavering spirit,  and the stories of those who have 

embraced it as their own.

Inside this comprehensive guide, you'll find:

 An in-depth exploration of the Softail's  history, 

evolution, and cultural significance
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 Expert  advice  on  maintenance  and 

troubleshooting,  to  keep  your  Softail  running 

smoothly

 Detailed  instructions  for  customizing  your 

Softail, to make it truly your own

 Inspiring stories from Softail riders, sharing their 

passion and adventures on the open road

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  Softail  enthusiast  or  a 

newcomer to the world of Harley-Davidson, this book is 

your  ultimate  companion  to  understanding  and 

appreciating the Softail legacy.
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Chapter  1:  Harley-Davidson  Softail:  A 

Legacy of Power and Style

Topic 1:  The History of  the Harley-Davidson 

Softail

The Harley-Davidson Softail  is  a  motorcycle  that  has 

captured the imagination of riders worldwide with its 

unique  blend  of  classic  styling  and  modern 

performance. Its roots can be traced back to the early 

days  of  Harley-Davidson,  when  the  company  was 

known  for  producing  reliable  and  powerful 

motorcycles. In the 1980s, Harley-Davidson was looking 

for a way to appeal to a new generation of riders who 

were drawn to the nostalgia of classic motorcycles but 

also  wanted  the  performance  and  handling  of  a 

modern machine.

The  Softail  was  born  out  of  this  desire  to  create  a 

motorcycle that combined the best of both worlds. The 

project  was  led  by  Harley-Davidson  engineer  Bill 
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Davidson, who was tasked with designing a motorcycle 

that looked like a hardtail chopper but had the ride and 

handling  of  a  modern  motorcycle.  Davidson  and  his 

team came up with  the  idea  of  using  a  hidden rear 

shock  absorber  to  create  the  illusion  of  a  hardtail 

frame while still providing the comfort and control of a 

modern suspension system.

The first Softail,  the FXST, was introduced in 1984. It 

was an immediate success, and it quickly became one 

of Harley-Davidson's most popular models. The Softail's 

unique  styling  and  performance  made  it  a  favorite 

among riders who wanted a motorcycle that stood out 

from the crowd. Over the years, Harley-Davidson has 

expanded the Softail line to include a variety of models, 

each  with  its  own  unique  personality  and  features. 

Today,  the  Softail  remains  one  of  Harley-Davidson's 

most  iconic  motorcycles,  and  it  continues  to  be  a 

favorite among riders who appreciate its classic styling, 

modern  performance,  and  unmistakable  Harley-

Davidson sound.
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The Softail's popularity is due in part to its versatility. It 

is a motorcycle that can be enjoyed by riders of all skill 

levels and experience. It is also a motorcycle that can 

be customized to suit the individual rider's needs and 

preferences.  Whether  you  are  looking  for  a 

comfortable  cruiser  for  long-distance  touring  or  a 

powerful machine for weekend rides,  the Softail  is  a 

motorcycle that can meet your needs.

The Softail has also played a significant role in popular 

culture. It has been featured in numerous movies and 

television  shows,  and  it  has  become  a  symbol  of 

American freedom and individuality.  The Softail  is  a 

motorcycle  that  has  captured  the  hearts  of  riders 

worldwide, and it is sure to continue to be a popular 

choice for years to come.
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Chapter  1:  Harley-Davidson  Softail:  A 

Legacy of Power and Style

Topic 2: Evolution of the Softail Design

The  Harley-Davidson  Softail  has  undergone  a 

remarkable  evolution  since  its  inception  in  1984, 

constantly adapting to the changing needs and desires 

of  riders  while  staying  true  to  its  core  identity.  This 

journey of innovation has resulted in a diverse range of 

Softail models, each with its own unique character and 

capabilities.

A New Era of Softails: The Genesis of the FXST

In 1984, Harley-Davidson unveiled the FXST Softail,  a 

groundbreaking motorcycle that redefined the cruiser 

category.  It  featured  a  hidden  rear  shock  absorber, 

creating  the  illusion  of  a  hardtail  frame  while 

providing a more comfortable ride. The Softail's rigid 

look and aggressive stance quickly captured the hearts 
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of  riders,  establishing  it  as  a  symbol  of  power  and 

individuality.

Refinement and Expansion: The Softail Family Grows

Throughout  the  1990s  and  early  2000s,  Harley-

Davidson expanded the Softail lineup with a series of 

new models, each catering to different riding styles and 

preferences.  The  Softail  Custom,  introduced  in  1999, 

offered a more classic and minimalist look, while the 

Softail Deluxe, launched in 2005, exuded a retro charm 

with  its  nostalgic  design  cues.  The  Softail  Heritage 

Classic,  introduced  in  1998,  paid  homage  to  Harley-

Davidson's rich history with its timeless styling.

The  Modern  Era:  Softails  Embrace  Technology  and 

Performance

The  2018  model  year  marked  a  significant  turning 

point for the Softail family with the introduction of the 

Milwaukee-Eight  engine.  This  powerful  and  efficient 

powerplant,  combined  with  a  new  chassis  and 
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suspension  system,  transformed  the  Softail's  riding 

experience,  delivering  exhilarating  performance  and 

improved handling. The Softail Slim, with its stripped-

down, bobber-inspired design, and the Softail Fat Boy, 

with its bold and muscular stance, were among the first 

models to benefit from these advancements.

The  Future  of  Softail:  Innovation  and  Endless 

Possibilities

Harley-Davidson continues to push the boundaries of 

Softail design and performance with each new model 

year.  The  latest  Softail  models,  such  as  the  Softail 

Standard  and  the  Softail  Low  Rider  S,  showcase  the 

brand's  commitment  to  innovation  and  attention  to 

detail. With their sleek lines, advanced technology, and 

potent  engines,  these  motorcycles  offer  riders  an 

unparalleled blend of style, comfort, and power.

As  the  Softail  family  continues  to  evolve,  one  thing 

remains constant: its unwavering spirit of freedom and 

individuality.  Whether you prefer the classic  lines of 
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the  Softail  Custom  or  the  modern  aggression  of  the 

Softail  Slim,  there's  a  Softail  model  that  perfectly 

captures your unique riding style and personality.
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Chapter  1:  Harley-Davidson  Softail:  A 

Legacy of Power and Style

Topic  3:  Notable  Softail  Models  and  Their 

Impact

The  Harley-Davidson  Softail  lineup  boasts  a  diverse 

range of  models,  each with its  unique character and 

impact on the motorcycle world. Let's explore some of 

the most notable Softail models and their contributions 

to the Softail legacy:

1.  1984  FXST  Softail  Standard:  The  Genesis  of  a 

Legend

The  original  1984  FXST  Softail  Standard  marked  the 

dawn of the Softail era. With its rigid-mounted engine 

and  concealed  rear  suspension,  the  Softail  Standard 

introduced a new level of style and performance to the 

Harley-Davidson lineup.  Its  classic  lines  and timeless 

appeal continue to inspire riders today.
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2. 1990 FLSTF Fat Boy: Bold and Unmistakable

The 1990 FLSTF Fat Boy made a grand entrance into 

the Softail family with its aggressive stance, wide tires, 

and  massive  front  end.  Its  imposing  presence  and 

muscular  design  captured  the  imagination  of  riders 

worldwide, solidifying the Fat Boy's status as an iconic 

Softail model.

3. 1993 FLSTC Heritage Classic: A Nostalgic Tribute

The  1993  FLSTC  Heritage  Classic  paid  homage  to 

Harley-Davidson's rich history with its retro styling and 

classic  details.  Drawing  inspiration  from  the  iconic 

Knucklehead and Panhead models, the Heritage Classic 

offered a blend of nostalgia and modern performance, 

making it a favorite among Softail enthusiasts.

4. 1998 FXSTS Springer: A Throwback to the Past

The 1998 FXSTS Springer harked back to the early days 

of  Harley-Davidson  with  its  Springer  front  end, 

reminiscent  of  the  iconic  Springer  models  from  the 
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1930s  and  1940s.  Its  unique  suspension  system  and 

distinctive styling made the Springer a standout in the 

Softail  lineup,  appealing  to  riders  with  a  taste  for 

vintage charm.

5. 2000 FLSTN Softail Deluxe: Timeless Elegance

The  2000  FLSTN  Softail  Deluxe  exuded  timeless 

elegance  with  its  classic  lines,  chrome  accents,  and 

luxurious  amenities.  Its  comfortable  riding  position, 

smooth performance, and attention to detail made the 

Softail  Deluxe  a  popular  choice  for  riders  seeking  a 

refined and stylish cruiser.

These notable Softail models represent just a fraction 

of the impact the Softail line has had on the motorcycle 

world.  With  their  distinctive  style,  exceptional 

performance,  and  unwavering  reliability,  Softail 

motorcycles  have  earned  a  loyal  following  among 

riders  who  appreciate  American  craftsmanship, 

freedom, and the open road.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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now available in various formats.
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