
Forgotten Siege

Introduction

Jerusalem,  a  city  of  ancient  history  and  spiritual 

significance,  has  endured  centuries  of  conflict  and 

turmoil.  From  the  Crusades  to  the  British  Mandate, 

Jerusalem  has  been  a  battleground  for  empires  and 

ideologies. In recent decades, the city has been at the 

heart  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict,  a  seemingly 

intractable struggle that has left deep scars on the city 

and its people.

In  this  book,  we  delve  into  the  forgotten  history  of 

Jerusalem,  exploring  the  lesser-known  stories  and 

perspectives  that  have  shaped  the  city's  tumultuous 

past. We journey through the alleys and neighborhoods 

of  Jerusalem,  meeting  the  people  who  have  lived 

through war, occupation, and division. We hear their 

stories of resilience, hope, and longing for peace.
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We  examine  the  complex  political  and  religious 

dynamics that have fueled conflict in Jerusalem, from 

the competing claims to sovereignty to the struggle for 

control over holy sites. We explore the impact of the 

conflict on the city's  cultural heritage and its diverse 

communities.

Through vivid storytelling and rigorous research, this 

book  sheds  new  light  on  the  forgotten  chapters  of 

Jerusalem's  history.  It  challenges  conventional 

narratives  and  offers  a  fresh  perspective  on  the 

challenges  facing  the  city  today.  It  is  a  timely  and 

essential contribution to our understanding of one of 

the world's most contested and misunderstood cities.

This book is not just a history of Jerusalem; it is also a 

story of hope. It is a testament to the resilience of the 

human  spirit  and  the  power  of  dialogue  and 

understanding. It is a call for a just and lasting peace in 

Jerusalem, a city that has suffered for too long.
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We believe that this book has the potential to make a 

significant  contribution  to  our  understanding  of 

Jerusalem  and  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  It  is  a 

valuable  resource  for  scholars,  policymakers,  and 

anyone interested in the history, culture, and politics of 

this remarkable city.
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Book Description

In the heart of the Middle East, a city of ancient history 

and  spiritual  significance  has  endured  centuries  of 

conflict  and  turmoil.  Jerusalem,  a  city  holy  to  three 

major religions,  has been a battleground for empires 

and ideologies, leaving deep scars on its people and its 

landscape.

Forgotten  Siege:  A  History  of  Jerusalem  in  Conflict 

delves into the lesser-known stories and perspectives 

that have shaped Jerusalem's tumultuous past. Through 

vivid  storytelling  and  rigorous  research,  this  book 

sheds new light on the forgotten chapters of the city's 

history,  challenging  conventional  narratives  and 

offering a  fresh perspective  on the  challenges  facing 

Jerusalem today.

From the Crusades to the British Mandate, Jerusalem 

has been a city divided. The conflict between Israelis 

and  Palestinians  has  left  deep  wounds  on  the  city, 
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dividing  it  physically  and  socially.  Forgotten  Siege 

explores  the  impact  of  this  division  on  the  city's 

culture, economy, and people.

But  Jerusalem  is  also  a  city  of  resilience  and  hope. 

Despite the conflict, the city has survived and thrived, 

thanks  in  part  to  the  determination  of  its  people. 

Forgotten Siege tells the stories of individuals who have 

lived  through  war,  occupation,  and  division,  sharing 

their experiences of  resilience,  hope,  and longing for 

peace.

This book is a timely and essential contribution to our 

understanding of one of the world's most contested and 

misunderstood  cities.  It  is  a  valuable  resource  for 

scholars,  policymakers,  and anyone interested in  the 

history, culture, and politics of this remarkable city.

Forgotten Siege is a call for a just and lasting peace in 

Jerusalem, a city that has suffered for too long. It is a 

testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the 

power of dialogue and understanding.
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Chapter 1: The Forgotten War

Jerusalem's significance in the region

Jerusalem  is  a  city  of  immense  significance  in  the 

Middle East, both historically and in the present day. Its 

religious  importance  to  Judaism,  Christianity,  and 

Islam  makes  it  a  holy  city  for  over  a  billion  people 

around the world.

The city's strategic location at the crossroads of Europe, 

Asia, and Africa has also made it a vital political and 

economic  center  throughout  history.  Jerusalem  has 

been conquered and ruled by numerous empires and 

kingdoms,  including  the  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs, 

Crusaders, Mamluks, and Ottomans.

In the 20th century, Jerusalem became a focal point of 

the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  The  city  was  divided 

between  Israel  and  Jordan  in  1948,  with  Israel 

controlling  the  western  part  of  the  city  and  Jordan 

controlling the eastern part. After the Six-Day War in 
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1967, Israel gained control of the entire city, including 

East Jerusalem.

Jerusalem's significance in the region goes beyond its 

religious  and  political  importance.  The  city  is  also  a 

vibrant  cultural  and  intellectual  center,  home  to  a 

diverse  population  of  Jews,  Muslims,  Christians,  and 

Armenians.  Jerusalem  is  a  city  of  contrasts,  where 

ancient traditions and modern innovations coexist side 

by side.

The  city's  rich  history  and  complex  political  status 

make it a fascinating and challenging place to live and 

work.  Jerusalem is  a  city  that  is  constantly  evolving, 

and its future is uncertain. However, one thing is for 

sure:  Jerusalem  will  continue  to  be  a  city  of  great 

significance in the region for many years to come.

The Holy City

Jerusalem's  religious  significance  is  undeniable.  The 

city  is  home  to  some  of  the  most  sacred  sites  in 
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Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Islam.  The  Temple  Mount, 

also  known as  Haram al-Sharif,  is  the  holiest  site  in 

Judaism and Islam. It  is  the location of the First  and 

Second  Temples,  and  it  is  also  the  place  where  the 

Prophet  Muhammad  is  said  to  have  ascended  to 

heaven.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the holiest site in 

Christianity.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  site  of  Jesus' 

crucifixion and resurrection. The Western Wall is the 

holiest site in Judaism. It is the last remaining remnant 

of the Second Temple, and it is a place of prayer and 

pilgrimage for Jews around the world.

Jerusalem's  religious  significance  makes  it  a  city  of 

great  importance to people of  all  faiths.  It  is  a  place 

where  people  come  to  pray,  to  pilgrimage,  and  to 

connect with their spiritual traditions.

The Political Center
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Jerusalem's  political  significance  is  also  undeniable. 

The city is the capital of Israel, and it is the seat of the 

Israeli  government.  Jerusalem  is  also  home  to  the 

Palestinian  Authority,  which  governs  the  Palestinian 

territories of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The city's political status is a major source of conflict 

between  Israelis  and  Palestinians.  Israelis  see 

Jerusalem as  their  eternal  capital,  while  Palestinians 

see it as the capital of their future state. The issue of 

Jerusalem is one of the most difficult and contentious 

issues in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The Cultural and Intellectual Center

Jerusalem is a vibrant cultural and intellectual center. 

The  city  is  home  to  a  diverse  population  of  Jews, 

Muslims, Christians, and Armenians. Jerusalem is a city 

where different cultures and traditions coexist side by 

side.
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The city is home to many museums, art galleries, and 

theaters.  It  is  also  home  to  several  universities, 

including the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the 

Al-Quds University.  Jerusalem is  a  city  where people 

come to learn, to create, and to share ideas.

The City of Contrasts

Jerusalem  is  a  city  of  contrasts.  It  is  a  city  where 

ancient traditions and modern innovations coexist side 

by side. It is a city of great beauty and great pain. It is a 

city that is both loved and hated.

Jerusalem is a city that is constantly evolving. Its future 

is uncertain, but one thing is for sure: Jerusalem will 

continue to be a city of great significance in the region 

for many years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Forgotten War

The history of the conflict in Jerusalem

Jerusalem, a city holy to three major religions, has been 

a contested city for centuries. The conflict in Jerusalem 

is rooted in the competing claims to sovereignty over 

the city by Israelis and Palestinians.

The modern conflict began in the early 20th century, 

when the British took control  of  Jerusalem from the 

Ottoman  Empire.  The  British  Mandate  for  Palestine, 

which  lasted  from  1922  to  1948,  was  a  period  of 

increasing tension between Jews and Arabs.

In  1948,  the  British  Mandate  ended and the  State  of 

Israel  was  created.  However,  the  international 

community did not  agree on the borders of  the new 

state,  and Jerusalem was divided between Israel  and 

Jordan.

The division of Jerusalem led to the First Arab-Israeli 

War, which lasted from 1948 to 1949. The war ended 
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with an armistice agreement, but Jerusalem remained 

divided.

In  1967,  Israel  launched  a  surprise  attack  on  Egypt, 

Jordan,  and Syria.  This  attack,  known as the Six-Day 

War,  resulted in  Israel  capturing East  Jerusalem,  the 

West Bank, and the Gaza Strip.

The capture of East Jerusalem by Israel was a major 

turning  point  in  the  conflict.  Israel  annexed  East 

Jerusalem and declared it to be part of its capital city. 

This  move  was  not  recognized  by  the  international 

community,  which  considers  East  Jerusalem  to  be 

occupied territory.

The  annexation  of  East  Jerusalem  led  to  increased 

tensions between Israelis and Palestinians. Palestinians 

saw the annexation as a violation of their rights and a 

denial of their claim to Jerusalem as their capital city.

The conflict in Jerusalem has continued to simmer for 

decades, with periodic outbreaks of violence. In 2000, 
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the Second Intifada, a Palestinian uprising, broke out. 

The Second Intifada lasted for five years and resulted 

in the deaths of thousands of Israelis and Palestinians.

In  recent  years,  the  conflict  in  Jerusalem  has  been 

relatively calm. However, the underlying issues remain 

unresolved, and the city remains a potential flashpoint 

for violence.
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Chapter 1: The Forgotten War

The  impact  of  the  war  on  the  city  and  its 

people

The forgotten war in Jerusalem has had a devastating 

impact  on  the  city  and  its  people.  The  conflict  has 

caused widespread destruction, displacement, and loss 

of life. The city's economy has been shattered, and its 

social fabric has been torn apart.

One of the most visible impacts of the war has been the 

destruction  of  property.  Homes,  businesses,  and 

schools  have  been  reduced  to  rubble.  The  city's 

infrastructure  has  also  been  severely  damaged, 

including roads, bridges, and power lines. The lack of 

basic services, such as water and electricity, has made 

life difficult for residents.

The  war  has  also  caused  a  humanitarian  crisis. 

Thousands of  people have been displaced from their 

homes, and many are living in temporary shelters or 
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on  the  streets.  The  conflict  has  also  led  to  a  sharp 

increase in poverty and unemployment.

The war has had a profound impact on the mental and 

emotional health of Jerusalem's residents. Many people 

have experienced trauma, loss, and grief. The constant 

fear  and uncertainty  of  living  in  a  conflict  zone has 

taken a heavy toll on the city's population.

Children have been particularly  affected by the war. 

They  have  witnessed  violence  and  destruction,  and 

they  have  lost  loved  ones.  Many  children  are  now 

suffering from anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic 

stress disorder.

The war in Jerusalem has had a devastating impact on 

the  city  and  its  people.  The  conflict  has  caused 

widespread destruction, displacement, and loss of life. 

The city's economy has been shattered, and its social 

fabric has been torn apart. The war has also created a 

humanitarian crisis and has had a profound impact on 
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the  mental  and  emotional  health  of  Jerusalem's 

residents.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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