
Euthyphro in 90 Minutes: A Dialogue on 

Piety

Introduction

Euthyphro in  90  Minutes  is  a  concise  and accessible 

introduction to the life and thought of one of the most 

important  philosophers  in  Western  history.  Socrates 

was a gadfly who pestered the citizens of Athens with 

questions about their beliefs and values. He was also a 

brilliant  philosopher  who  developed  a  method  of 

questioning  that  could  expose  the  contradictions  in 

people's thinking.

Socrates'  method  of  questioning  is  known  as  the 

"Socratic method." It is a form of critical thinking that 

involves  asking  a  series  of  questions  to  help  people 

clarify  their  thinking  and  identify  the  assumptions 

behind their beliefs. The Socratic method can be used 
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to challenge any belief or idea, and it is a powerful tool 

for uncovering the truth.

Socrates was also a pioneer in the field of ethics.  He 

believed that the unexamined life is not worth living, 

and he spent his life trying to understand what makes a 

good  life.  Socrates  believed  that  virtue  is  the  key  to 

happiness, and he developed a theory of ethics that is 

still studied today.

Socrates  was  a  controversial  figure  in  his  own time, 

and  he  was  eventually  executed  for  his  beliefs. 

However,  his  ideas  have  had  a  profound  impact  on 

Western thought, and he is considered one of the most 

important philosophers in history.

In Euthyphro in 90 Minutes, we will explore Socrates' 

life and thought in a clear and concise way. We will 

examine  his  method  of  questioning,  his  theory  of 

ethics, and his ideas about the good life. We will also 

discuss  Socrates'  trial  and  execution,  and  we  will 
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consider  his  legacy  as  one  of  the  most  important 

philosophers in history.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  philosophy  or  simply 

someone who is interested in learning more about one 

of  the  most  important  thinkers  in  Western  history, 

Euthyphro in 90 Minutes is the perfect introduction to 

Socrates and his ideas.
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Book Description

Euthyphro in  90  Minutes  is  a  concise  and accessible 

introduction to the life and thought of one of the most 

important  philosophers  in  Western  history.  Socrates 

was a gadfly who pestered the citizens of Athens with 

questions about their beliefs and values. He was also a 

brilliant  philosopher  who  developed  a  method  of 

questioning  that  could  expose  the  contradictions  in 

people's thinking.

In  Euthyphro,  Socrates  engages  in  a  dialogue with  a 

young  man  named  Euthyphro  about  the  nature  of 

piety.  Euthyphro  is  prosecuting  his  own  father  for 

murder, and he believes that he is doing the right thing 

because  it  is  pious.  Socrates,  however,  challenges 

Euthyphro's  definition  of  piety,  and  he  argues  that 

piety is not simply a matter of following tradition or 

obeying the gods.
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The  dialogue  between  Socrates  and  Euthyphro  is  a 

classic example of the Socratic method. Socrates asks 

Euthyphro a series of questions to help him clarify his 

thinking  and  identify  the  assumptions  behind  his 

beliefs.  Through this  process of  questioning,  Socrates 

shows  that  Euthyphro's  definition  of  piety  is 

inadequate.

Euthyphro  in  90  Minutes  is  an  essential  read  for 

anyone  who  wants  to  understand  Socrates  and  his 

philosophy.  It  is  a  clear  and  concise  introduction  to 

Socrates'  method of  questioning,  his  theory of  ethics, 

and his ideas about the good life.

What You Will Learn in This Book:

 The life and thought of Socrates

 The Socratic method of questioning

 Socrates' theory of ethics

 Socrates' ideas about the good life

 The trial and execution of Socrates
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 Socrates' legacy

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  philosophy  or  simply 

someone who is interested in learning more about one 

of  the  most  important  thinkers  in  Western  history, 

Euthyphro in 90 Minutes is the perfect introduction to 

Socrates and his ideas.
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Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates

Socrates' Accusation

Socrates  was  accused  of  impiety  and  corrupting  the 

youth  of  Athens.  The  charges  against  him  were 

politically  motivated,  and  they  were  brought  by  a 

group of Socrates' enemies who were threatened by his 

teachings.

Socrates' accusers claimed that he was impious because 

he did not believe in the gods of the state. They also 

claimed that he was corrupting the youth of Athens by 

teaching them to question authority and to think for 

themselves.

Socrates  denied  the  charges  against  him.  He  argued 

that  he  was  not  impious,  and  that  he  was  actually 

teaching  the  youth  of  Athens  to  be  more  virtuous. 

Socrates believed that the unexamined life is not worth 

living,  and  he  encouraged  his  students  to  question 

everything, including the beliefs of the state.
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Socrates' trial was a travesty of justice. He was found 

guilty of impiety and corrupting the youth of Athens, 

and he was sentenced to death. Socrates accepted his 

sentence with dignity, and he died by drinking a cup of 

hemlock.

Socrates' death was a great loss to philosophy. He was 

one of  the  greatest  philosophers  of  all  time,  and his 

ideas have had a profound impact on Western thought. 

Socrates'  death  also  serves  as  a  reminder  of  the 

dangers of free thought and inquiry.

In this chapter, we will examine Socrates' accusation in 

more detail. We will consider the charges against him, 

his defense, and the verdict of the jury. We will  also 

consider  the  significance  of  Socrates'  death  and  its 

impact on Western thought.
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Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates

The Nature of Impiety

In the trial of Socrates, the philosopher was accused of 

impiety.  This  charge was based on two main claims: 

first, that Socrates did not believe in the gods of Athens; 

and second, that he corrupted the youth of Athens by 

teaching them to question traditional values.

Socrates  did  not  deny that  he did  not  believe in  the 

traditional gods of Athens. He argued, however, that he 

was not  an atheist.  He believed in a single,  supreme 

God who was the creator of the universe. Socrates also 

believed that this God was good and just, and that he 

would reward the virtuous and punish the wicked.

Socrates'  beliefs  were  not  popular  in  Athens  at  the 

time.  The  Athenians  were  a  polytheistic  people  who 

believed in  a  pantheon of  gods  and goddesses.  They 

believed that these gods controlled the forces of nature 

and  that  they  could  be  influenced  by  prayer  and 
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sacrifice. Socrates' belief in a single, supreme God was 

seen as a threat to the traditional religion of Athens.

In addition to his beliefs about the gods, Socrates was 

also  accused  of  corrupting  the  youth  of  Athens. 

Socrates  taught  his  students  to  question  traditional 

values  and  to  think  for  themselves.  He  encouraged 

them  to  examine  their  beliefs  and  to  challenge 

authority. This was seen as a dangerous practice by the 

Athenian authorities, who believed that it could lead to 

social unrest.

Socrates was found guilty of impiety and sentenced to 

death. He was executed by drinking a cup of hemlock. 

Socrates'  death  was  a  tragedy,  but  it  also  served  to 

solidify  his  legacy  as  one  of  the  most  important 

philosophers  in  history.  His  ideas  about  questioning 

authority and thinking for oneself continue to inspire 

people today.

The nature of impiety is a complex and multifaceted 

issue. There is no single definition of impiety, and what 
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is  considered  impious  in  one  culture  may  not  be 

considered  impious  in  another.  However,  there  are 

some common themes that run through many different 

definitions of impiety.

One  common  theme  is  that  impiety  is  seen  as  a 

violation  of  religious  or  moral  norms.  Impiety  can 

involve denying the existence of God or gods, mocking 

or  disrespecting  religious  figures  or  symbols,  or 

engaging in activities that are considered to be sinful or 

immoral.

Another  common theme is  that  impiety  is  seen as  a 

threat  to  social  order.  Impiety  can  lead  to  people 

questioning their beliefs and values, which can lead to 

social unrest and disorder. In some cases, impiety can 

even lead to violence.

The  charge  of  impiety  has  been  used  throughout 

history to justify the persecution of religious minorities 

and dissenters.  In the case of Socrates,  the charge of 
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impiety  was  used  to  silence  a  philosopher  who  was 

challenging the status quo.

The trial of Socrates is a reminder that the charge of 

impiety can be a dangerous one. It is a charge that can 

be used to silence dissent and to persecute those who 

hold unpopular beliefs.
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Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates

The Defense of Socrates

Socrates  was  accused  of  impiety  and  corrupting  the 

youth  of  Athens.  He  was  tried  before  a  jury  of  500 

Athenian  citizens.  Socrates  defended  himself  by 

arguing that he was not impious and that he had not 

corrupted the youth. He said that he was actually trying 

to help the young people of Athens to become better 

citizens.

Socrates'  defense  was  not  successful.  He  was  found 

guilty  and  sentenced  to  death.  He  was  executed  by 

drinking a cup of hemlock.

The  trial  and  death  of  Socrates  is  one  of  the  most 

famous events  in  the  history  of  philosophy.  It  raises 

important  questions  about  the  nature  of  justice,  the 

role of the individual in society, and the limits of free 

speech.
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Socrates' defense is a powerful and moving speech. It is 

a testament to his courage and his commitment to his 

beliefs. Socrates was willing to die for what he believed 

in, and his death has inspired people for centuries.

Socrates'  defense  is  also  a  valuable  historical 

document.  It  provides  us  with  a  glimpse  into  the 

Athenian legal system and the political climate of the 

time.  It  also sheds light  on Socrates'  own philosophy 

and his beliefs about the good life.

The trial of Socrates is a complex and fascinating event. 

It is a story of justice, courage, and the power of ideas. 

Socrates' defense is a powerful and moving speech that 

continues to inspire people today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

18


	Euthyphro in 90 Minutes: A Dialogue on Piety
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates
	Socrates' Accusation

	Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates
	The Nature of Impiety

	Chapter 1: The Trial of Socrates
	The Defense of Socrates

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

