
The Royal Legacy

Introduction

The Plantagenets, a powerful and influential dynasty, 

ruled  England  for  over  three  centuries,  leaving  an 

indelible mark on the nation's history. From the reign 

of Henry II in the 12th century to the Wars of the Roses 

in  the  15th  century,  the  Plantagenets  shaped  the 

political, social, and cultural landscape of England.

Their  story  is  one  of  ambition,  power,  and  conflict. 

They  were  a  family  of  warriors,  statesmen,  and 

scholars,  who  expanded  the  boundaries  of  their 

kingdom,  fought  epic  battles,  and  enacted 

groundbreaking  laws.  They  were  also  a  family  of 

flawed and complex individuals, whose personal lives 

were often as tumultuous as their political careers.
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This  book  delves  into  the  fascinating  world  of  the 

Plantagenets, exploring the lives and reigns of some of 

England's  most  iconic  monarchs.  We  will  encounter 

Henry II, the ruthless and brilliant king who forged the 

Angevin Empire; Richard the Lionheart, the legendary 

crusader king; and King John, the weak and unpopular 

monarch who signed the Magna Carta.

We  will  also  meet  Edward  I,  the  greatest  of  the 

Plantagenet kings, who conquered Wales and Scotland 

and established the English Parliament; Edward II, the 

weak and ineffectual king who was deposed by his own 

wife; and Edward III, the warrior king who led England 

to victory in the Hundred Years' War.

The  Plantagenets  were  a  dynasty  of  remarkable 

individuals who left a lasting legacy on England. Their 

story is one of power, ambition, and conflict, but it is 

also a story of courage, resilience, and innovation. It is 

a story that continues to fascinate and inspire us today.
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Book Description

The Plantagenets, a powerful and influential dynasty, 

ruled  England  for  over  three  centuries,  leaving  an 

indelible mark on the nation's history. From the reign 

of Henry II in the 12th century to the Wars of the Roses 

in  the  15th  century,  the  Plantagenets  shaped  the 

political, social, and cultural landscape of England.

This book tells the story of the Plantagenets, a family of 

warriors,  statesmen,  and scholars  who expanded the 

boundaries of their kingdom, fought epic battles, and 

enacted groundbreaking laws. It is a story of ambition, 

power,  and conflict,  but it  is  also a story of  courage, 

resilience, and innovation.

We  will  encounter  some  of  England's  most  iconic 

monarchs, including Henry II, the ruthless and brilliant 

king  who  forged  the  Angevin  Empire;  Richard  the 

Lionheart, the legendary crusader king; and King John, 
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the  weak  and  unpopular  monarch  who  signed  the 

Magna Carta.

We  will  also  meet  Edward  I,  the  greatest  of  the 

Plantagenet kings, who conquered Wales and Scotland 

and established the English Parliament; Edward II, the 

weak and ineffectual king who was deposed by his own 

wife; and Edward III, the warrior king who led England 

to victory in the Hundred Years' War.

The  Plantagenets  were  a  dynasty  of  remarkable 

individuals who left a lasting legacy on England. Their 

story is one that continues to fascinate and inspire us 

today.

In this book, you will discover:

 The origins of the Plantagenet dynasty and the 

rise of Henry II

 The Angevin Empire and its  impact on English 

history
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 The  reigns  of  Richard  the  Lionheart  and  King 

John

 The struggle  for  power  during  the  minority  of 

Henry III

 The reign of Edward I and the conquest of Wales 

and Scotland

 The  deposition  of  Edward  II  and  the  rise  of 

Mortimer

 The reign of Edward III and the Hundred Years' 

War

 The Peasants' Revolt and the reign of Richard II

 The usurpation of Henry IV and the Lancastrian 

dynasty

 The  Wars  of  the  Roses  and  the  end  of  the 

Plantagenet dynasty

The Royal  Legacy is  a  comprehensive  and engaging 

account of the Plantagenet dynasty, a story that is both 

epic and intimate, tragic and triumphant. It is a story 
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that will appeal to anyone interested in English history, 

medieval history, or the stories of powerful families. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Plantagenets

The Origins of the Plantagenet Dynasty

Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of Anjou, was a powerful 

and ambitious man. In 1128, he married Matilda, the 

daughter of King Henry I of England. When Henry died 

in  1135,  Matilda  claimed  the  throne,  but  her  cousin 

Stephen of Blois contested her claim, leading to a civil 

war known as The Anarchy.

The war lasted for nearly two decades, during which 

time England was ravaged by violence and disorder. 

Finally,  in 1153,  a compromise was reached. Stephen 

agreed to recognize Matilda's son, Henry, as his heir, 

and Henry agreed to wait until Stephen's death to take 

the throne.

Henry  II,  as  he  became  known,  was  a  skilled  and 

ruthless ruler. He quickly consolidated his power and 

began to expand the Angevin Empire, which included 

England, Normandy, and large parts of France. Henry 
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was  also  a  patron  of  the  arts  and  learning,  and  he 

founded the University of Oxford.

Henry's  sons,  Richard  and  John,  were  also  powerful 

and  influential  rulers.  Richard,  known  as  the 

Lionheart, was a legendary warrior who fought in the 

Crusades. John, however, was a weak and unpopular 

king who lost Normandy to the French and was forced 

to  sign  the  Magna  Carta,  a  charter  that  limited  the 

power of the monarchy.

The Plantagenet dynasty came to an end in 1485, when 

Henry VII, the first Tudor king, defeated Richard III at 

the Battle of Bosworth Field. However, the legacy of the 

Plantagenets  continued  to  shape  English  history  for 

centuries to come.

The Plantagenets were a remarkable family who left a 

lasting mark on England. Their story is one of power, 

ambition, and conflict, but it is also a story of courage, 

resilience, and innovation. It is a story that continues to 

fascinate and inspire us today.

8



Chapter 1: The Rise of the Plantagenets

Henry II and the Consolidation of Power

When Henry II ascended to the English throne in 1154, 

he inherited a kingdom that was divided and weakened 

by decades  of  civil  war.  The Angevin Empire,  which 

had  been  created  by  his  grandfather,  Henry  I,  was 

crumbling, and England was facing threats from both 

within and outside its borders.

Henry  was  determined  to  restore  the  power  and 

prestige  of  the  monarchy.  He  was  a  skilled  military 

commander  and a  shrewd politician,  and he  quickly 

began to consolidate his power. He crushed rebellions 

in England and Wales, and he expanded his territory in 

France. He also reformed the English legal system and 

introduced  a  number  of  important  administrative 

reforms.

One of Henry's most significant achievements was the 

establishment of the common law. He ordered that all 
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royal  courts  should  follow  the  same  laws  and 

procedures, and he created a system of circuit courts 

that  brought  justice  to  people all  across  the country. 

Henry also introduced the jury system, which allowed 

ordinary people to participate in the administration of 

justice.

Henry's  reforms  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development  of  English  law  and  government.  They 

helped to create a more unified and stable kingdom, 

and  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  English  legal 

system that we still use today.

Henry was also a patron of the arts and learning. He 

founded a number of schools and universities, and he 

encouraged the development of literature and music. 

He was a generous benefactor of the Church, and he 

commissioned  the  construction  of  many  beautiful 

cathedrals and churches.

Henry II was a complex and contradictory figure. He 

was a ruthless and ambitious king, but he was also a 
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brilliant  administrator  and a  generous  patron of  the 

arts. He was a man of great energy and determination, 

and he left a lasting legacy on England.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Plantagenets

The Angevin Empire

The Angevin Empire was a  vast  and powerful  realm 

that stretched from the Pyrenees mountains in the west 

to the borders of the Holy Roman Empire in the east. It 

was the creation of Henry II, the first Plantagenet king 

of England, who inherited the Duchy of Normandy and 

the County of Anjou from his mother, Matilda, and the 

Duchy of Aquitaine from his wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine.

Henry II was a brilliant and ambitious ruler who used 

his military prowess and political skills to expand his 

territories  and  consolidate  his  power.  He  conquered 

Brittany and Ireland, and he forced the Scottish king to 

recognize  his  overlordship.  Henry  also  reformed  the 

English  legal  system  and  introduced  a  number  of 

important administrative changes.

The Angevin Empire reached its peak under Henry II's 

son,  Richard  I,  known  as  Richard  the  Lionheart. 
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Richard was a legendary warrior who spent most of his 

reign fighting in the Crusades. He was a skilled military 

commander who won a number of important victories, 

including the capture of Jerusalem. However, Richard 

was also a reckless and impulsive leader, and he died 

in 1199 while besieging a castle in France.

Richard's brother, John, succeeded him to the throne. 

John  was  a  weak  and  unpopular  king  who  lost 

Normandy and other French territories to the French 

king, Philip II. He also faced a rebellion from his own 

barons,  who  forced  him  to  sign  the  Magna  Carta  in 

1215. The Magna Carta was a landmark document that 

limited the king's power and protected the rights of the 

barons.

The Angevin Empire began to decline after the reign of 

John.  His  son,  Henry III,  was a weak and ineffectual 

ruler  who  lost  even  more  territory  to  the  French. 

Henry's son, Edward I, was a more capable ruler who 
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managed to restore some of the lost territories, but the 

Angevin Empire never regained its former glory.

The  Angevin  Empire  was  a  significant  chapter  in 

English history. It was a time of great expansion and 

consolidation,  but  it  was  also  a  time  of  conflict  and 

turmoil.  The  Plantagenets  were  a  powerful  and 

ambitious dynasty who left a lasting legacy on England.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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