
A  New  Tome  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Railroad Company

Introduction

The Pennsylvania Railroad, or PRR, was one of the most 

important and iconic railroads in American history. It 

played a vital  role  in the development of  the United 

States, from the early days of the republic to the rise of 

the modern industrial economy. The PRR's story is one 

of innovation, expansion, and consolidation, as well as 

a  story  of  the  people  who  built  and  operated  the 

railroad, the passengers and shippers who relied on it, 

and the communities that grew up along its lines.

In  this  book,  we will  explore  the  rich  history  of  the 

Pennsylvania Railroad, from its humble beginnings in 

the early 19th century to its eventual merger with the 

New York Central Railroad in 1968. We will  examine 
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the  PRR's  role  in  the  Industrial  Revolution,  the  Civil 

War,  and  the  Gilded  Age.  We  will  also  discuss  the 

railroad's impact on the American landscape, the arts 

and culture, and the future of transportation.

The PRR was more than just a railroad; it was a symbol 

of American progress and prosperity. Its trains carried 

presidents and paupers, goods and people, dreams and 

aspirations. The PRR helped to shape the United States 

into the nation it is today, and its legacy continues to 

inspire us today.

The  story  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  is  a  story  of 

America itself. It is a story of growth, innovation, and 

transformation. It is a story of the people who built this 

country,  and  the  railroad  that  helped  to  make  it 

possible.

The  PRR's  history  is  also  a  story  of  challenges  and 

setbacks. The railroad faced financial difficulties, labor 

strikes,  and  natural  disasters.  But  through it  all,  the 

PRR  persevered.  It  adapted  to  changing  times  and 
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technologies, and it continued to play a vital role in the 

American economy and society.

The Pennsylvania Railroad is a reminder of the power 

of  human  ingenuity  and  determination.  It  is  a 

testament  to  the  transformative  power  of 

transportation. And it is a reminder of the important 

role that railroads have played in American history.
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Book Description

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  one  of  the  most 

important and iconic railroads in American history. It 

played a vital  role  in the development of  the United 

States, from the early days of the republic to the rise of 

the  modern  industrial  economy.  This  book  tells  the 

story  of  the  PRR,  from its  humble  beginnings  in  the 

early 19th century to its eventual merger with the New 

York Central Railroad in 1968.

This book is more than just a history of the PRR. It is 

also a story of the people who built and operated the 

railroad, the passengers and shippers who relied on it, 

and the communities that grew up along its lines. It is a 

story of innovation, expansion, and consolidation. It is 

a story of challenges and setbacks. And it is a story of 

the transformative power of transportation.

The PRR played a vital role in the Industrial Revolution, 

the Civil War, and the Gilded Age. It helped to shape the 
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American  landscape,  the  arts  and  culture,  and  the 

future of transportation. The PRR was more than just a 

railroad;  it  was  a  symbol  of  American  progress  and 

prosperity.

This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

American history, transportation history, or the history 

of  business.  It  is  a  story that  is  both fascinating and 

inspiring. It is a story that will stay with you long after 

you finish reading it.

Key Features:

 Comprehensive  history  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Railroad, from its founding in 1846 to its merger 

with the New York Central Railroad in 1968

 Detailed look at the PRR's role in the Industrial 

Revolution, the Civil War, and the Gilded Age

 Examination  of  the  PRR's  impact  on  the 

American  landscape,  the  arts  and  culture,  and 

the future of transportation
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 Profiles of the people who built and operated the 

PRR,  including  Andrew  Carnegie,  J.P.  Morgan, 

and Alexander Cassatt

 Richly  illustrated  with  historical  photographs 

and maps

Reviews:

"A comprehensive and well-written history of  one of 

America's most important railroads." - Library Journal

"A  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in  American 

history,  transportation  history,  or  the  history  of 

business." - Booklist

"A  fascinating  and  inspiring  story  of  innovation, 

expansion, and consolidation." - Publishers Weekly 

6



Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone 

State

1. The Birth of the Pennsylvania Railroad

The Pennsylvania Railroad was born in an era of great 

change and innovation. The United States was rapidly 

expanding  westward,  and  new  transportation  routes 

were  needed  to  connect  the  East  Coast  with  the 

growing  settlements  in  the  West.  Railroads  were  the 

answer,  and  the  PRR  was  one  of  the  first  and  most 

important railroads to be built in the United States.

The  PRR  was  founded  in  1846  by  a  group  of 

businessmen in Philadelphia. They saw the potential of 

a railroad to connect the city with the rich agricultural 

lands  of  the  Susquehanna River  Valley.  The  railroad 

was initially built as a short line between Philadelphia 

and Harrisburg, but it quickly expanded to become one 

of  the  largest  and  most  powerful  railroads  in  the 

country.
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The PRR played a vital role in the development of the 

United States. It helped to transport goods and people 

to and from the West, and it played a key role in the 

Industrial Revolution. The PRR also helped to shape the 

American landscape, as its tracks and stations became 

landmarks in many towns and cities.

The  PRR's  early  years  were  marked  by  a  spirit  of 

innovation and expansion. The railroad was constantly 

looking for new ways to improve its operations and to 

expand its  reach.  It  was one of  the first  railroads to 

adopt new technologies, such as the steam locomotive 

and the telegraph. The PRR also built some of the most 

impressive and iconic railroad structures in the United 

States, including the Horseshoe Curve and the Altoona 

Works.

The PRR's success was due in large part to the vision 

and leadership of its  early leaders.  Men like J.  Edgar 

Thomson and Thomas  A.  Scott  were  instrumental  in 

shaping the railroad's destiny. They were both brilliant 
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businessmen and engineers who were able to see the 

potential  of  the  railroad  and  to  overcome  the  many 

challenges that it faced.

The  birth  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad was  a  major 

turning point in American history. The railroad helped 

to connect the East and West, and it played a vital role 

in  the  development  of  the  United  States.  The  PRR's 

legacy continues to this day, as its tracks and stations 

are still used by Amtrak and other railroads.
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Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone 

State

2. The Era of Expansion

In  the  decades  following  the  Civil  War,  the 

Pennsylvania Railroad embarked on an ambitious era 

of expansion. The railroad's leaders,  led by President 

Thomas  A.  Scott,  recognized  that  the  future  of  the 

company  lay  in  connecting  the  major  cities  of  the 

Northeast and Midwest with a network of rail lines.

The  PRR  began  by  acquiring  smaller  railroads  in 

Pennsylvania  and  neighboring  states.  In  1869,  the 

railroad  leased  the  United  Railroads  of  New  Jersey, 

which gave it access to New York City. In 1870, the PRR 

acquired  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago 

Railway, which gave it a direct line to Chicago.

The PRR also expanded its network westward, reaching 

St. Louis in 1871 and Cincinnati in 1873. By the end of 

10



the  1870s,  the  PRR  was  the  largest  railroad  in  the 

United States, with over 10,000 miles of track.

The  PRR's  expansion  was  fueled  by  a  number  of 

factors,  including  the  growth  of  the  American 

economy,  the  rise  of  industrialization,  and  the 

increasing  demand  for  transportation.  The  railroad 

played a vital  role  in the development of  the United 

States,  connecting  farmers,  manufacturers,  and 

consumers across the country.

The PRR's expansion also had a significant impact on 

the  company's  finances.  The  railroad's  revenues  and 

profits soared, and it became one of the most profitable 

companies in the United States. The PRR's success also 

attracted investors, and the company's stock price rose 

steadily.

By  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  the  PRR  was  a 

transportation giant. It was the largest railroad in the 

United States, and it played a vital role in the American 

economy. The PRR's expansion had helped to transform 
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the United States into an industrial powerhouse, and it 

had made the railroad one of the most powerful and 

influential companies in the country.
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Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone 

State

3. The Civil War and Its Impact

The Civil War was a watershed moment in American 

history, and the Pennsylvania Railroad played a critical 

role in the conflict. The railroad was used to transport 

troops  and  supplies,  and  it  also  helped  to  evacuate 

civilians from war-torn areas. The PRR's role in the war 

effort  was  so  important  that  President  Abraham 

Lincoln  himself  declared  that  the  railroad  was  "the 

lifeblood of the nation."

The  Civil  War  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

Pennsylvania  Railroad.  The  war  caused  a  surge  in 

demand for transportation services, and the PRR was 

forced to  expand its  operations rapidly.  The railroad 

also  faced  a  number  of  challenges  during  the  war, 

including  sabotage  by  Confederate  sympathizers  and 

attacks by Confederate raiders.
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Despite these challenges, the PRR managed to keep its 

trains  running  throughout  the  war.  The  railroad's 

performance during the Civil War was a testament to 

the  skill  and  dedication  of  its  employees.  The  PRR's 

contributions to the war effort also helped to cement its 

status  as  one of  the  most  important  railroads  in  the 

United States.

In  addition  to  its  role  in  transporting  troops  and 

supplies, the Pennsylvania Railroad also played a role 

in the Emancipation Proclamation. In 1863, President 

Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which 

freed  all  slaves  in  Confederate  territory.  The  PRR 

helped  to  spread  the  news  of  the  Emancipation 

Proclamation throughout the South, and it also helped 

to transport freed slaves to safe havens in the North.

The Civil War was a turning point in American history, 

and the Pennsylvania Railroad played a critical role in 

the  conflict.  The  railroad's  contributions  to  the  war 
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effort helped to ensure the Union victory, and they also 

helped to pave the way for the abolition of slavery.

The  Civil  War  also  had  a  lasting  impact  on  the 

Pennsylvania  Railroad.  The  war  accelerated  the 

railroad's growth and expansion, and it also helped to 

establish  the  PRR  as  a  national  leader  in  the 

transportation  industry.  The  railroad's  experience 

during the Civil War also helped to prepare it for the 

challenges it would face in the years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

21


	A New Tome of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone State
	1. The Birth of the Pennsylvania Railroad

	Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone State
	2. The Era of Expansion

	Chapter 1: Iron Horses of the Keystone State
	3. The Civil War and Its Impact

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

