
When Miracles Fade

Introduction

In  the  realm  of  medical  ethics,  few  issues  are  as 

contentious  and  soul-searching  as  the  question  of 

withholding  treatment  from  severely  handicapped 

newborns.  This  heart-wrenching  dilemma  thrusts 

parents, doctors, and society at large into a maelstrom 

of ethical, legal, and moral quandaries. In this thought-

provoking book, we delve into the complexities of these 

life-altering  decisions,  exploring  the  diverse 

perspectives  of  those  intimately  affected  by  this 

profound issue.

From the anguished cries of parents grappling with the 

reality of raising a child with severe disabilities to the 

sobering deliberations of medical professionals bound 

by  their  Hippocratic  Oath,  we  unravel  the  intricate 

tapestry  of  factors  that  shape  these  momentous 
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choices.  Through  poignant  narratives  and  in-depth 

analysis, we illuminate the ethical tightrope that must 

be  navigated  in  these  uncharted  waters,  where  the 

sanctity of life collides with the potential for profound 

suffering.

We  embark  on  a  journey  into  the  lives  of  families 

touched  by  this  extraordinary  challenge,  bearing 

witness to their  resilience,  their  heartache,  and their 

unwavering  love.  We  come  face  to  face  with  the 

formidable obstacles they confront, from the staggering 

financial  burden of specialized care to the emotional 

toll of caring for a child with complex medical needs. 

We explore the intricate web of medical interventions, 

deciphering  the  complex  diagnoses,  treatments,  and 

prognoses that shape the destinies of these vulnerable 

infants.

Unraveling  the  legal  framework  surrounding  end-of-

life  care,  we  examine  the  delicate  balance  between 

parental  autonomy  and  the  state's  responsibility  to 
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protect  the  rights  of  the  child.  We  delve  into  the 

courtroom  dramas  that  have  unfolded,  pitting  the 

sanctity of life against the pursuit of a dignified death, 

highlighting the profound impact of these legal battles 

on families and society as a whole.

We traverse the emotional landscape of this profound 

issue,  delving  into  the  psychological  toll  it  exacts  on 

parents,  siblings,  and  extended  family  members.  We 

unpack  the  intricate  tapestry  of  emotions  that 

intertwine in this crucible of grief, loss, and acceptance, 

illuminating  the  coping  mechanisms  and  support 

systems that  can provide  solace  and strength during 

these turbulent times.

Ultimately,  this  book  serves  as  a  clarion  call  for 

compassion, understanding, and empathy. It implores 

us to confront our own mortality and grapple with the 

profound questions that arise when life and death hang 

precariously  in  the  balance.  As  we  navigate  the 

complexities  of  these  life-altering  decisions,  may  we 
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find  the  wisdom  and  courage  to  make  choices  that 

honor  the  inherent  dignity  of  every  human  life, 

regardless of its circumstances.

4



Book Description

In  the  realm  of  medical  ethics,  few  issues  are  as 

contentious  and  soul-searching  as  the  question  of 

withholding  treatment  from  severely  handicapped 

newborns.  This  heart-wrenching  dilemma  thrusts 

parents, doctors, and society at large into a maelstrom 

of ethical, legal, and moral quandaries.

This  thought-provoking  book  delves  into  the 

complexities of these life-altering decisions, exploring 

the diverse perspectives of those intimately affected by 

this profound issue. Through poignant narratives and 

in-depth  analysis,  it  illuminates  the  ethical  tightrope 

that  must  be  navigated  in  these  uncharted  waters, 

where the sanctity of life collides with the potential for 

profound suffering.

Unraveling the intricate tapestry of factors that shape 

these  momentous  choices,  the  book  provides  a 

comprehensive examination of the ethical, legal, social, 
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and economic implications of withholding treatment. It 

delves  into  the  anguished  cries  of  parents  grappling 

with  the  reality  of  raising  a  child  with  severe 

disabilities,  the  sobering  deliberations  of  medical 

professionals bound by their Hippocratic Oath, and the 

role  of  society  in  supporting  families  facing  these 

extraordinary challenges.

With compassion and empathy, the book explores the 

emotional  toll  that  this  profound  issue  exacts  on 

parents,  siblings,  and  extended  family  members.  It 

unpacks  the  intricate  tapestry  of  emotions  that 

intertwine in this crucible of grief, loss, and acceptance, 

illuminating  the  coping  mechanisms  and  support 

systems that  can provide  solace  and strength during 

these turbulent times.

Ultimately,  this  book  serves  as  a  clarion  call  for 

understanding, empathy, and a renewed commitment 

to  supporting  families  facing  these  extraordinary 

challenges.  It  implores  us  to  confront  our  own 
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mortality and grapple with the profound questions that 

arise  when  life  and  death  hang  precariously  in  the 

balance.

A  must-read  for  anyone  seeking  a  deeper 

understanding of this complex and multifaceted issue, 

this book offers a profound exploration of the ethical, 

legal,  and  emotional  dimensions  of  withholding 

treatment  from  severely  handicapped  newborns, 

leaving readers  with a  renewed appreciation for  the 

sanctity of life and the resilience of the human spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Weight of Life

The  ethical  and  moral  dilemmas  of 

withholding treatment

Few decisions in life are as agonizing as the choice to 

withhold  treatment  from  a  severely  handicapped 

newborn.  This  heart-wrenching  dilemma  catapults 

parents,  doctors,  and  society  into  a  moral  minefield, 

where  every  path  is  fraught  with  ethical  quandaries 

and profound implications.

At  the  heart  of  this  ethical  labyrinth  lies  the 

fundamental  question:  when does the sanctity of  life 

outweigh the potential for unbearable suffering? Is it 

ever morally permissible to end a life that has barely 

begun?  These  questions  have  ignited  fierce  debates, 

pitting proponents of life at all costs against those who 

argue for a compassionate end to relentless pain.

Parents of children with severe disabilities often find 

themselves trapped in a vortex of conflicting emotions. 

8



They love their child unconditionally, yet they may also 

harbor fears and doubts about their ability to provide 

adequate  care.  The  prospect  of  watching  their  child 

endure  a  lifetime  of  suffering  can  be  an  almost 

unbearable burden.

Physicians,  too,  are  burdened  with  immense 

responsibility in these situations. They are tasked with 

balancing  their  duty  to  preserve  life  with  their 

obligation  to  alleviate  suffering.  Determining  the 

appropriate course of action can be a tortuous process, 

especially  when  the  prognosis  is  uncertain  and  the 

potential for improvement is unclear.

Society  as  a  whole  is  implicated  in  these  ethical 

quandaries. We must grapple with the question of how 

we allocate scarce medical resources. Do we prioritize 

the lives of those with the greatest chance of recovery, 

or do we extend our compassion to those whose lives 

may be short and challenging?
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There are no easy answers to these complex questions. 

Each case is unique, and each decision must be made 

on its own merits. However, by engaging in thoughtful 

and  compassionate  dialogue,  we  can  strive  to  find 

solutions  that  honor  the  sanctity  of  life  while  also 

respecting the dignity of those who suffer.

In the end, the decision of whether or not to withhold 

treatment from a severely handicapped newborn is a 

deeply  personal  one.  There  is  no  right  or  wrong 

answer. The goal is to make the choice that aligns most 

closely  with  the  values  and  beliefs  of  those  directly 

affected by this life-altering decision.
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Chapter 1: The Weight of Life

Weighing  the  value  of  life  against  the 

potential for suffering

In the realm of  medical  ethics,  few dilemmas are as 

agonizing  as  the  decision  of  whether  to  withhold 

treatment from a severely handicapped newborn. This 

heart-rending  choice  thrusts  parents,  doctors,  and 

society at large into a maelstrom of ethical, legal, and 

moral quandaries. At the heart of this debate lies the 

fundamental question: how do we weigh the value of a 

life against the potential for profound suffering?

There  are  no  easy  answers  to  this  question.  On  one 

hand,  the  sanctity  of  life  is  a  deeply  held  belief  for 

many  people.  They  argue  that  every  human  life, 

regardless  of  its  circumstances,  is  precious  and 

deserving of protection. To end the life of a child, even 

one who is severely disabled, is seen as an affront to 

human dignity.
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On the other hand, some argue that in certain cases, the 

potential for suffering can be so overwhelming that it 

outweighs the value of life. They contend that it is cruel 

and inhumane to prolong the life of a child who will 

never  experience  anything  but  pain  and  misery.  In 

such cases,  they believe that  it  is  ethical  to withhold 

treatment or even to actively end the child's life.

The decision of whether to withhold treatment from a 

severely handicapped newborn is never made lightly. 

It is a wrenching choice that can haunt parents for the 

rest of their lives. There is no right or wrong answer, 

only the lesser of two evils.

In  making  this  decision,  parents  must  consider  a 

multitude  of  factors,  including  the  severity  of  the 

child's  disability,  the  prognosis  for  improvement,  the 

potential for suffering, and the impact on the family. 

They must also weigh their own moral and religious 

beliefs against the medical advice they receive.
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Ultimately,  the  decision  of  whether  to  withhold 

treatment from a severely handicapped newborn is a 

deeply  personal  one.  There  is  no  easy  answer,  and 

there is no one-size-fits-all solution. Each family must 

grapple with this agonizing choice on their own, guided 

by their own values and beliefs.
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Chapter 1: The Weight of Life

The  role  of  parents  in  making  life-altering 

decisions

In  the  realm of  medical  ethics,  few decisions  are  as 

weighty and consequential as those faced by parents of 

severely  handicapped  newborns.  These  life-altering 

choices  thrust  them  into  a  maelstrom  of  emotions, 

uncertainties, and ethical dilemmas, where the fate of 

their child hangs precariously in the balance.

Upon  receiving  a  devastating  diagnosis,  parents  are 

confronted with an array of heart-wrenching decisions. 

Should they opt for aggressive medical interventions, 

even if  they carry a slim chance of success and may 

prolong  suffering?  Or  should  they  prioritize  comfort 

care, focusing on alleviating pain and maximizing their 

child's quality of life, however short it may be?

There is no easy answer to these questions. Each case is 

unique,  and  the  path  forward  is  laden  with 
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uncertainty.  Parents  must  navigate  a  labyrinth  of 

medical information, often relying on the expertise of 

specialists with varying opinions. The emotional toll of 

these deliberations is immense, as parents grapple with 

the  realization  that  the  life  they  had  envisioned  for 

their child may never be.

Cultural,  religious,  and  personal  beliefs  also  play  a 

significant  role  in  shaping  parental  decisions.  Some 

parents  may  feel  compelled  to  exhaust  all  medical 

options, regardless of the odds, driven by a deep-seated 

belief in the sanctity of life. Others may prioritize the 

quality  of  life  over  its  duration,  believing  that  a  life 

filled with pain and suffering is not worth living.

Ultimately,  the  decision  of  whether  to  pursue 

aggressive medical interventions or focus on comfort 

care  rests  with  the  parents.  This  profound 

responsibility  can  be  overwhelming,  leaving  them 

feeling  isolated  and  alone.  Yet,  amidst  the  turmoil, 

many parents find strength and solace in the love they 
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share  for  their  child,  drawing  on  their  unwavering 

commitment  to  provide  the  best  possible  care, 

whatever that may entail.

Parents  of  severely  handicapped  newborns  are  true 

beacons  of  resilience  and  courage.  They  navigate 

uncharted  waters,  making  life-altering  decisions  that 

will profoundly impact their child's life and their own. 

Their  unwavering  love  and  dedication  serve  as  a 

testament to the enduring power of the human spirit in 

the face of adversity.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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