EU Law Primer: A Comprehensive Guide

to European Union Law

Introduction

The European Union (EU) is a unique political and
economic union of 27 member states that are located
primarily in Europe. It has an area of 4,475,757 square
kilometers (1,728,099 square miles) and an estimated
population of over 513 million. The EU has developed a
single market through a standardized system of laws
that apply in all member states. This has enabled the
free movement of people, goods, services, and capital,
which has helped to boost economic growth and
prosperity. The EU has also played a key role in

promoting peace and stability in Europe.

The EU was established in the aftermath of World War

IT to prevent further conflict and to promote economic



cooperation. The Treaty of Rome, signed in 1957,
established the European Economic Community (EEC),
which was the precursor to the EU. The EEC initially
consisted of six member states: Belgium, France,
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.
Over the years, the EEC expanded to include other
European countries, and in 1993, the Maastricht Treaty

established the European Union.

The EU has a complex system of governance. The main
institutions of the EU are the European Parliament, the
Council of the European Union, the European
Commission, the European Council, and the Court of
Justice of the European Union. The European
Parliament is the only directly elected institution of the
EU. It has 705 members who are elected by citizens of
the member states. The Council of the European Union
is composed of ministers from the governments of the
member states. The European Commission is the
executive branch of the EU. It is responsible for

proposing legislation, implementing EU policies, and
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enforcing EU law. The European Council is composed
of the heads of state or government of the member
states. It sets the overall political direction of the EU.
The Court of Justice of the European Union is the
highest court in the EU. It interprets EU law and
ensures that it is applied uniformly in all member

states.

The EU has a wide range of powers and
responsibilities. It has exclusive competence in areas
such as trade policy, customs, and competition law. It
also has shared competence with the member states in
areas such as agriculture, energy, and transport. The
EU's budget is funded by contributions from the
member states. The EU's budget is used to support a
wide range of programs and activities, including
research and development, education, and

environmental protection.

The EU has been a major force for peace and stability

in Europe. It has helped to resolve conflicts between



member states and has promoted cooperation on a
wide range of issues. The EU has also played a key role
in promoting democracy and human rights in Europe.
The EU is a major economic and political player on the
world stage. It is the world's largest economy and is a
member of the G7 and the G20. The EU is also a major

trading partner for many countries around the world.

The EU is facing a number of challenges, including the
rise of populism, the threat of terrorism, and the
ongoing refugee crisis. However, the EU remains a
strong and united organization that is committed to
promoting peace, prosperity, and cooperation in

Europe and beyond.



Book Description

The European Union (EU) is a unique political and
economic union of 27 member states that has played a
key role in promoting peace, prosperity, and
cooperation in Europe since its establishment in 1957.
EU law is a complex and dynamic body of law that
governs a wide range of areas, including trade,
competition, agriculture, energy, transport, and

environmental protection.

EU Law Primer provides a comprehensive and
accessible overview of EU law. Written in clear and
concise language, this book is an essential resource for
students, scholars, practitioners, and anyone else who
wants to understand the legal framework of the

European Union.

This book covers all the major aspects of EU law,

including:

e The history and development of the EU



e The institutions of the EU

e The sources of EU law

e The principles of EU law

e The internal market

e Economic and monetary union
e Justice and home affairs

e External relations

e The future of the EU

EU Law Primer also includes a glossary of key terms
and a table of cases. This book is an essential resource
for anyone who wants to understand the legal

framework of the European Union.
Key Features:

e Comprehensive coverage of all the major aspects

of EU law
e (Clear and concise language
e  Glossary of key terms

e Table of cases



e Up-to-date  information on the latest

developments in EU law
Benefits:

e Gain a comprehensive understanding of the legal
framework of the European Union

e Stay up-to-date on the latest developments in EU
law

e Enhance your research and writing skills

e Prepare for a career in law, business, or

government

Whether you are a student, scholar, practitioner, or
anyone else who wants to understand the legal
framework of the European Union, EU Law Primer is

the perfect resource for you.



Chapter 1: Foundations of the European

Union

Historical Evolution of the European Union

The European Union (EU) is a unique political and
economic union of 27 member states that are located
primarily in Europe. It has an area of 4,475,757 square
kilometers (1,728,099 square miles) and an estimated
population of over 513 million. The EU has developed a
single market through a standardized system of laws
that apply in all member states. This has enabled the
free movement of people, goods, services, and capital,
which has helped to boost economic growth and
prosperity. The EU has also played a key role in

promoting peace and stability in Europe.

The historical evolution of the EU can be traced back to
the aftermath of World War II. The war had devastated
Europe, both physically and economically. In the

aftermath of the war, there was a strong desire to
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prevent further conflict and to promote economic

cooperation.

One of the key figures in the early history of the EU was
French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman. In 1950,
Schuman proposed the creation of a European Coal and
Steel Community (ECSC). The ECSC would pool the coal
and steel resources of France, Germany, Italy, Belgium,
the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. This would help to
prevent these countries from using their coal and steel

resources to make war on each other.

The ECSC was established in 1951, and it was a success.
It helped to boost economic growth and cooperation
among the member states. The ECSC also paved the

way for the creation of other European communities.

In 1957, the Treaty of Rome established the European
Economic Community (EEC). The EEC was a free trade
area, which meant that goods could move freely

between member states without tariffs or other



barriers. The EEC also had a common agricultural

policy and a common external tariff.

The EEC was a success, and it helped to further boost
economic growth and cooperation among the member
states. The EEC also played a key role in promoting

peace and stability in Europe.

In 1993, the Maastricht Treaty established the
European Union. The EU was a political and economic
union, and it had a wider range of powers than the

EEC. The EU also had a common currency, the euro.

The EU has continued to expand over the years. In
2004, ten new countries joined the EU. In 2007, two
more countries joined the EU. In 2013, Croatia became

the 28th member state of the EU.

The EU is facing a number of challenges, including the
rise of populism, the threat of terrorism, and the
ongoing refugee crisis. However, the EU remains a

strong and united organization that is committed to
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promoting peace, prosperity, and cooperation in

Europe and beyond.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of the European

Union

The Treaties Establishing the European Union

The European Union is a unique political and economic
union of 27 member states that are located primarily in
Europe. It has developed a single market through a
standardized system of laws that apply in all member
states. This has enabled the free movement of people,
goods, services, and capital, which has helped to boost
economic growth and prosperity. The EU has also
played a key role in promoting peace and stability in

Europe.

The EU was established in the aftermath of World War
IT to prevent further conflict and to promote economic
cooperation. The Treaty of Rome, signed in 1957,
established the European Economic Community (EEC),
which was the precursor to the EU. The EEC initially

consisted of six member states: Belgium, France,
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Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.
Over the years, the EEC expanded to include other
European countries, and in 1993, the Maastricht Treaty

established the European Union.

The EU is based on a series of treaties that set out the
rules and procedures for how the EU operates. The
most important of these treaties are the Treaty of
Rome, the Treaty of Maastricht, and the Treaty of

Lisbon.

The Treaty of Rome, also known as the Treaty
Establishing the European Economic Community, was
signed in 1957 by the six founding members of the EEC.
The treaty established the EEC as a customs union and
set out the rules for the free movement of goods,
services, and capital within the EEC. The treaty also
established the European Commission, the European

Parliament, and the European Court of Justice.

The Treaty of Maastricht, also known as the Treaty on

European Union, was signed in 1993 by the member
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states of the EEC. The treaty established the European
Union and set out the goals of the EU, including
promoting peace, prosperity, and cooperation among
the member states. The treaty also established the
European Central Bank and the European Court of

Auditors.

The Treaty of Lisbon, also known as the Treaty
Amending the Treaty on European Union and the
Treaty Establishing the European Community, was
signed in 2007 by the member states of the EU. The
treaty reformed the institutions of the EU and made it
more democratic and transparent. The treaty also
established the European External Action Service and

the European Investment Bank.

The treaties establishing the European Union are
complex and detailed documents that set out the rules
and procedures for how the EU operates. These treaties
have been amended and updated over the years to

reflect the changing needs of the EU. The treaties are
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essential reading for anyone who wants to understand

the EU and how it works.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of the European

Union

The Institutions of the European Union

The European Union (EU) has a complex system of
governance. The main institutions of the EU are the
European Parliament, the Council of the European
Union, the European Commission, the European

Council, and the Court of Justice of the European Union.

The European Parliament is the only directly elected
institution of the EU. It has 705 members who are
elected by citizens of the member states. The European
Parliament has the power to approve or reject the EU's
budget and to hold the European Commission to
account. It also plays a role in the legislative process, by
scrutinizing and amending proposals from the

European Commission.

The Council of the European Union is composed of

ministers from the governments of the member states.
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The Council of the European Union has the power to
adopt legislation, together with the European
Parliament. It also coordinates the economic policies of
the member states and represents the EU in

international negotiations.

The European Commission is the executive branch of
the EU. It is responsible for proposing legislation,
implementing EU policies, and enforcing EU law. The
European Commission is also responsible for managing
the EU's budget and representing the EU in

international negotiations.

The European Council is composed of the heads of state
or government of the member states. The European
Council sets the overall political direction of the EU and
resolves conflicts between the member states. It also
appoints the President of the European Commission
and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign

Affairs and Security Policy.
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The Court of Justice of the European Union is the
highest court in the EU. It interprets EU law and
ensures that it is applied uniformly in all member
states. The Court of Justice of the European Union also
resolves disputes between the EU institutions and

between the EU and the member states.

These are just some of the main institutions of the
European Union. The EU also has a number of other
institutions and agencies that play an important role in

the governance of the EU.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,
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