Becoming Free

Introduction

This book explores the history of slavery in the
Northern United States, from its origins in the colonial
era to its eventual abolition during the Civil War. It
examines the different forms of slavery that existed in
the North, the role that slavery played in the Northern
economy, and the impact that slavery had on Northern
society. The book also discusses the abolitionist
movement in the North, the different groups and
individuals who were involved in it, and the methods

that they used to fight against slavery.

In addition to examining the history of slavery in the
North, this book also explores the legacy of slavery in
the region. It discusses the racial discrimination that
African Americans faced in the North after slavery was

abolished, the rise of Jim Crow segregation, and the
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Civil Rights Movement that ultimately led to the end of
segregation. The book also examines the continuing
legacy of slavery in the North today, including the
racial disparities that still exist in areas such as

education, housing, and employment.

This book is an important contribution to the study of
slavery in the United States. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the history of slavery in
the North, from its origins to its abolition, and it
explores the complex legacy that slavery has left
behind. The book is also a valuable resource for anyone
who is interested in learning more about the history of

race relations in the United States.

The book is written in a clear and engaging style, and it
is accessible to readers of all levels. It is also well-
researched and documented, and it includes a
comprehensive bibliography. This book is a must-read

for anyone who is interested in the history of slavery in



the United States or the history of race relations in the

United States.



Book Description

This comprehensive book explores the history of
slavery in the Northern United States, from its origins
in the colonial era to its eventual abolition during the
Civil War. It examines the different forms of slavery
that existed in the North, the role that slavery played in
the Northern economy, and the impact that slavery had
on Northern society. The book also discusses the
abolitionist movement in the North, the different
groups and individuals who were involved in it, and

the methods that they used to fight against slavery.

In addition to examining the history of slavery in the
North, this book also explores the legacy of slavery in
the region. It discusses the racial discrimination that
African Americans faced in the North after slavery was
abolished, the rise of Jim Crow segregation, and the
Civil Rights Movement that ultimately led to the end of
segregation. The book also examines the continuing

legacy of slavery in the North today, including the
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racial disparities that still exist in areas such as

education, housing, and employment.

This book is an important contribution to the study of
slavery in the United States. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the history of slavery in
the North, from its origins to its abolition, and it
explores the complex legacy that slavery has left
behind. The book is also a valuable resource for anyone
who is interested in learning more about the history of

race relations in the United States.

Written in a clear and engaging style, the book is
accessible to readers of all levels. It is also well-
researched and documented, and it includes a
comprehensive bibliography. This book is a must-read
for anyone who is interested in the history of slavery in
the United States or the history of race relations in the

United States.



Chapter 1: History of Slavery in the

Northern States

Overview of slavery in the Northern states

Slavery existed in the Northern states of the United
States from the colonial era until the early 19th
century. The institution of slavery in the North was not
as extensive as it was in the South, but it still played a
significant role in the economy and society of the

region.

The majority of slaves in the North were of African
descent, but there were also a small number of Native
American and European slaves. Slaves were used for a
variety of purposes, including agricultural labor,

domestic service, and skilled labor.

The conditions of slavery in the North varied
depending on the state and the individual slave owner.

In some cases, slaves were treated relatively well, while



in others they were subjected to harsh treatment and

abuse.

The institution of slavery in the North began to decline
in the early 19th century. This was due to a number of
factors, including the growth of the abolitionist
movement, the increasing industrialization of the

North, and the changing demographics of the region.

By the 1840s, slavery had been abolished in all of the
Northern states. However, the legacy of slavery

continued to shape the region for many years to come.
- Forms of slavery in the North

There were two main forms of slavery in the Northern
states: chattel slavery and indentured servitude.
Chattel slavery was the most common form of slavery,
and it involved the ownership of one person by
another. Indentured servitude was a form of

temporary slavery, in which a person agreed to work



for a certain number of years in exchange for their

freedom.

Chattel slaves were considered to be property, and they
could be bought, sold, or traded. They had no legal
rights, and they could be subjected to any kind of

treatment that their owners saw fit.

Indentured servants were not considered to be
property, but they were still bound to their masters by
a legal contract. They were required to work for a
certain number of years, and they could not leave their

master's service without permission.

Indentured servitude was often used as a way to pay
off debts or to finance the passage to the Americas.
Once an indentured servant had completed their term

of service, they were free to go wherever they wanted.
- The role of slavery in the Northern economy

Slavery played a significant role in the economy of the

Northern states. Slaves were used for a variety of
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purposes, including agricultural labor, domestic

service, and skilled labor.

In the agricultural sector, slaves were used to cultivate
a variety of crops, including tobacco, rice, and cotton.
They were also used to raise livestock and to clear land

for farming.

In the domestic sector, slaves were used to perform a
variety of tasks, such as cooking, cleaning, and

childcare. They were also used as personal servants.

In the skilled labor sector, slaves were used to work in
a variety of trades, such as carpentry, blacksmithing,
and shipbuilding. They were also used to work in

factories and mines.
- The abolitionist movement in the North

The abolitionist movement was a social movement that
sought to end slavery in the United States. The

movement began in the early 19th century, and it



gained momentum in the years leading up to the Civil

War.

Abolitionists used a variety of methods to fight against
slavery. They published newspapers and pamphlets,
they gave speeches, and they organized protests. They

also worked to help slaves escape to freedom.

The abolitionist movement was successful in its goal of
ending slavery in the United States. The Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, which abolished

slavery, was ratified in 1865.
- The impact of slavery on Northern society

Slavery had a significant impact on Northern society. It

shaped the region's economy, politics, and culture.

The institution of slavery created a deep divide
between whites and blacks in the North. Whites were
seen as superior to blacks, and they enjoyed a number

of privileges that blacks did not.
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Slavery also had a negative impact on the economy of
the North. The use of slave labor made it difficult for
free laborers to compete for jobs. This led to low wages

and high unemployment rates among free laborers.

Slavery also shaped the culture of the North. The
institution of slavery created a culture of violence and
racism. Whites were often violent towards blacks, and
blacks were often denied basic rights and

opportunities.

The legacy of slavery continues to shape the United
States today. The racial disparities that exist in the
United States today can be traced back to the institution

of slavery.
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Chapter 1: History of Slavery in the

Northern States

Forms of slavery in the North

The institution of slavery in the Northern United States
took various forms, reflecting the region's diverse
economic and social conditions. In the early colonial
period, slavery was primarily associated with
agriculture, with enslaved people forced to labor on
farms and plantations. As the North transitioned to a
more industrialized economy, slavery also found a
foothold in industries such as manufacturing, mining,

and transportation.
Chattel Slavery

The most common form of slavery in the North was
chattel slavery, which involved the absolute ownership
of one person by another. Enslaved people under
chattel slavery were considered property, and they

could be bought, sold, traded, or inherited like any
12



other commodity. They had no legal rights and could
be subjected to harsh treatment, including physical
abuse, sexual exploitation, and family separation. The
majority of enslaved people in the North were of
African descent, although there were also some Native

American and European slaves.
Indentured Servitude

Indentured servitude was another form of coerced
labor that existed in the Northern colonies. Under
indentured servitude, a person agreed to work for a
specific period (usually several years) in exchange for
passage to America, food, shelter, and training. After
completing their term of service, indentured servants
were granted their freedom and a small sum of money.
While indentured servitude was technically a
voluntary arrangement, it often involved elements of
coercion and exploitation. Many indentured servants

were recruited from poor and vulnerable populations
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in Europe, and they had little choice but to accept the

terms of their contracts.
Redemptioners

Redemptioners were a unique group of indentured
servants who were brought to the North from Europe
specifically to be sold. Unlike regular indentured
servants, redemptioners were not bound to a particular
master for a specific period. Instead, they were sold at
public auctions to the highest bidder, who would then
own their labor until they had worked off the cost of
their passage to America. Redemptioners often faced
harsh conditions and exploitation, as they had no legal

protections and were at the mercy of their masters.
Free Black Communities

Despite the prevalence of slavery in the Northern
states, there were also a number of free Black
communities. These communities were often founded

by formerly enslaved people who had gained their
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freedom through manumission, by purchasing their
own freedom, or by escaping from slavery. Free Black
communities provided a sense of refuge and support
for African Americans in the North, and they played an

important role in the abolitionist movement.
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Chapter 1: History of Slavery in the

Northern States

The role of slavery in the Northern economy

Slavery played a significant role in the economy of the
Northern states in the United States, particularly in the
early years of the republic. While the South was known
for its large plantations and agricultural production
based on slave labor, the North also had its own share
of slavery, and it contributed to the region's economic

development in various ways.

One of the main industries that relied on slave labor in
the North was shipping. Northern merchants and
shipbuilders engaged in the transatlantic slave trade,
transporting enslaved Africans from Africa to the
Americas. This trade was a lucrative business, and it
generated substantial profits for those involved.
Northern ports such as Newport, Rhode Island, and

New York City became major hubs for the slave trade,
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and they played a crucial role in the movement of

enslaved people.

Slavery was also used in the North for agricultural
purposes. While the scale of agricultural slavery was
not as extensive as in the South, some Northern
farmers and landowners did own slaves who worked
on their farms. These enslaved individuals were often
involved in tasks such as clearing land, planting crops,

and harvesting.

Manufacturing was another sector of the Northern
economy that utilized slave labor. In some Northern
cities, factories and workshops employed enslaved
workers in various industries, including textiles,
shipbuilding, and iron production. This practice was
particularly common in the early 19th century, before
the rise of industrialization and the widespread

adoption of machinery.

In addition to these direct economic contributions,

slavery also played a role in the development of the
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Northern financial system. Banks and other financial
institutions in the North often invested in and profited
from the slave trade and other activities related to
slavery. These institutions provided loans and credit to
slaveholders and merchants involved in the slave

trade, helping to facilitate the expansion of slavery.

The presence of slavery in the North also contributed to
the rise of the abolitionist movement. The inhumane
conditions and injustices faced by enslaved people in
the North and the South sparked outrage and activism
among many Northerners, who began to demand an
end to slavery. The abolitionist movement gained
momentum in the North and played a significant role

in the eventual abolition of slavery in the United States.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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