Broadway Lights: The Rise and

Revolution of the American Musical

Introduction

Broadway, the heart of American theater, has
captivated audiences for over a century with its
dazzling lights, unforgettable melodies, and larger-
than-life characters. From the golden age of musicals to
the groundbreaking shows of today, Broadway has
showcased the very best of American creativity and

innovation.

In this book, we will take you on a journey through the
rich history of Broadway, from its humble beginnings
to its current status as a global entertainment
powerhouse. We will explore the legendary theaters,
the iconic stars, and the unforgettable shows that have

made Broadway a beloved part of American culture.



We will also take a look at the challenges facing
Broadway in the 21st century, and we will discuss the
future of live theater in the digital age. But one thing is
for sure: Broadway's magic will continue to enchant

audiences for generations to come.

Broadway is more than just a place; it is a state of
mind. It is a place where dreams come true, where
stars are born, and where the impossible becomes
possible. It is a place where anything can happen, and

where everyone is welcome.

So come with us on a journey through the Great White
Way. Let us experience the magic of Broadway

together.



Book Description

Broadway Lights: The Rise and Revolution of the
American Musical is a comprehensive and engaging
exploration of the rich history of Broadway, from its
humble beginnings to its current status as a global

entertainment powerhouse.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a
journey through the Great White Way, showcasing the
legendary theaters, the iconic stars, and the
unforgettable shows that have made Broadway a
beloved part of American culture. From the golden age
of musicals to the groundbreaking shows of today,
Broadway has showcased the very best of American

creativity and innovation.

But Broadway is more than just a place; it is a state of
mind. It is a place where dreams come true, where

stars are born, and where the impossible becomes



possible. It is a place where anything can happen, and

where everyone is welcome.

Broadway Lights explores the challenges facing
Broadway in the 21st century, and discusses the future
of live theater in the digital age. But one thing is for
sure: Broadway's magic will continue to enchant

audiences for generations to come.

Whether you are a lifelong Broadway fan or a
newcomer to the Great White Way, Broadway Lights is
the perfect book for you. This book is a must-read for

anyone who loves theater, music, or American culture.



Chapter 1: Broadway's Golden Age

The birth of Broadway

Broadway, the heart of American theater, was born in
the late 19th century. At that time, New York City was a
rapidly growing metropolis, and there was a growing
demand for entertainment. Theaters began to spring
up in the Times Square area, and soon Broadway

became the center of the American theater world.

The early days of Broadway were marked by a number
of important developments. In 1896, the first Broadway
musical, "The Black Crook," was produced. This show
was a huge success, and it helped to establish the
musical as a popular form of entertainment. In 1904,
the Shubert brothers opened their first theater, the
Shubert Theatre. The Shuberts were major producers
of Broadway shows, and they helped to shape the

development of Broadway theater.



In the early 20th century, Broadway entered its "golden

age." This was a period of great creativity and
innovation, and some of the most famous Broadway
musicals were produced during this time. Some of the
most popular shows from this era include "Show Boat,"

"Oklahoma!," and "West Side Story."

The golden age of Broadway came to an end in the
1960s, but Broadway has continued to produce popular
and critically acclaimed shows ever since. Today,
Broadway is a major tourist destination, and it is one of

the most popular forms of entertainment in the world.



Chapter 1: Broadway's Golden Age

The rise of the musical comedy

The musical comedy is a genre of musical theater that
combines spoken dialogue with singing and dancing. It
is typically lighthearted and humorous, and often
features a romantic storyline. The musical comedy first
emerged in the late 19th century, and it quickly became
one of the most popular forms of theater in the United

States.

One of the most important figures in the development
of the musical comedy was George M. Cohan. Cohan
was a songwriter, playwright, and actor who wrote
some of the most popular musical comedies of the early
20th century, including "Little Johnny Jones" (1904) and
"45 Minutes from Broadway" (1906). Cohan's musicals
were known for their catchy songs, lively dances, and

witty dialogue.



Another important figure in the development of the
musical comedy was Jerome Kern. Kern was a
composer who wrote some of the most beautiful and
memorable songs in the history of musical theater,
including "Smoke Gets in Your Eyes" and "The Way You
Look Tonight." Kern's musicals were often more
sophisticated and romantic than Cohan's, and they
helped to establish the musical comedy as a legitimate

form of theater.

The musical comedy reached its golden age in the
1920s and 1930s. During this time, some of the most
famous musical comedies of all time were produced,
including "Show Boat" (1927), "Oklahoma!" (1943), and
"My Fair Lady" (1956). These musicals were known for
their lavish sets, costumes, and casts, and they helped
to make Broadway one of the most popular

entertainment destinations in the world.

The musical comedy has continued to be a popular

form of theater in the decades since the golden age.



Some of the most successful musical comedies of recent
years include "The Phantom of the Opera" (1986), "The
Lion King" (1997), and "Hamilton" (2015). These
musicals have helped to keep the musical comedy alive
and well, and they continue to entertain audiences

around the world.



Chapter 1: Broadway's Golden Age

The golden age of musicals

The golden age of musicals is generally considered to
be the period from the mid-1940s to the mid-1960s.
During this time, Broadway produced some of its most
iconic and beloved musicals, including Oklahomal!,
South Pacific, The King and I, My Fair Lady, and The

Sound of Music.

There are a number of factors that contributed to the
golden age of musicals. One was the rise of the Rodgers
and Hammerstein partnership. Rodgers and
Hammerstein were a brilliant composer-lyricist team
who wrote some of the most popular and enduring
musicals of all time. Their musicals were known for
their = beautiful melodies, witty lyrics, and

heartwarming stories.

Another factor that contributed to the golden age of

musicals was the emergence of a new generation of
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talented performers. These performers included stars
such as Ethel Merman, Mary Martin, and Yul Brynner.
These performers were able to bring the characters in
Rodgers and Hammerstein's musicals to life in a way

that resonated with audiences.

The golden age of musicals also benefited from a
number of technological advances. These advances
included the development of new lighting and sound
systems, which made it possible to create more

elaborate and exciting stage productions.

The golden age of musicals came to an end in the mid-
1960s. A number of factors contributed to this decline,
including the rise of rock and roll, the changing tastes
of audiences, and the increasing cost of producing
musicals. However, the musicals of the golden age
continue to be performed and enjoyed by audiences

around the world.

The golden age of musicals was a truly special time in

Broadway history. During this time, Broadway
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produced some of its most iconic and beloved musicals.
These musicals continue to be performed and enjoyed
by audiences around the world, and they remain a

testament to the power of live theater.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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