
The Inferno of Los Angeles

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  researching  and 

writing about the history of fires in the United States, 

and he has a deep understanding of the science behind 

these devastating events. In his latest book, The Inferno 

of Los Angeles, he takes readers on a journey through 

the inferno that engulfed Los Angeles in 1933, one of 

the most destructive wildfires in American history.

The fire began on the afternoon of October 1, 1933, in 

the hills  above the city.  Fanned by strong winds,  the 

flames quickly spread, racing through the canyons and 

into the city itself. Within hours, entire neighborhoods 

were ablaze, and thousands of people were fleeing for 

their lives.
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The fire raged for days, consuming over 400,000 acres 

of land and destroying more than 20,000 homes. The 

death toll  was staggering, with over 60 people killed. 

The  fire  also  caused  billions  of  dollars  in  damage, 

making  it  one  of  the  costliest  natural  disasters  in 

American history.

In The Inferno of Los Angeles, Pasquale De Marco tells 

the story of the Los Angeles fire through the eyes of the 

people  who lived  through it.  He  recounts  the  heroic 

efforts of the firefighters who risked their lives to save 

others, the heartbreaking stories of those who lost their 

homes and loved ones, and the resilience of the human 

spirit in the face of unimaginable adversity.

The Inferno of Los Angeles is a powerful and moving 

account  of  one  of  the  most  destructive  wildfires  in 

American history. It is a story of tragedy and loss, but it 

is also a story of hope and renewal. The people of Los 

Angeles  rebuilt  their  city  after  the  fire,  and  they 

emerged from the ashes stronger than ever before.
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The Inferno of Los Angeles is a must-read for anyone 

interested in the history of Los Angeles, the science of 

wildfires, or the resilience of the human spirit. It is a 

powerful reminder of the importance of fire safety and 

preparedness, and it is a testament to the strength of 

the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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Book Description

The Inferno of Los Angeles is the definitive account of 

the Los Angeles fire of 1933, one of the most destructive 

wildfires  in  American  history.  Drawing  on  extensive 

research  and  firsthand accounts,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

tells the story of the fire through the eyes of the people 

who lived through it, from the firefighters who risked 

their  lives  to  save  others  to  the  families  who  lost 

everything.

The fire began on the afternoon of October 1, 1933, in 

the hills above Los Angeles. Fanned by strong winds, 

the flames quickly spread, racing through the canyons 

and  into  the  city  itself.  Within  hours,  entire 

neighborhoods were ablaze, and thousands of people 

were fleeing for their lives.

The fire raged for days, consuming over 400,000 acres 

of land and destroying more than 20,000 homes. The 

death toll  was staggering, with over 60 people killed. 
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The  fire  also  caused  billions  of  dollars  in  damage, 

making  it  one  of  the  costliest  natural  disasters  in 

American history.

In  The  Inferno  of  Los  Angeles,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

tells the story of the Los Angeles fire through the eyes 

of  the  people  who lived  through it.  He  recounts  the 

heroic efforts of the firefighters who risked their lives 

to save others, the heartbreaking stories of those who 

lost their homes and loved ones, and the resilience of 

the human spirit in the face of unimaginable adversity.

The Inferno of Los Angeles is more than just a history 

of  a  disaster.  It  is  a  story of  courage,  resilience,  and 

hope. It is a reminder of the importance of fire safety 

and preparedness, and it is a testament to the strength 

of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

The Inferno of Los Angeles is a must-read for anyone 

interested in the history of Los Angeles, the science of 

wildfires, or the resilience of the human spirit. It is a 

powerful  and  moving  account  of  one  of  the  most 
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destructive wildfires in American history,  and it  is  a 

story  that  will  stay  with  you  long  after  you  finish 

reading it. 
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Chapter 1: The Inferno Begins

The Spark That Ignited a City

On October 1, 1933, a spark ignited a brush fire in the 

hills above Los Angeles. Fanned by strong winds, the 

flames quickly spread, racing through the canyons and 

into the city itself. Within hours, entire neighborhoods 

were ablaze, and thousands of people were fleeing for 

their lives.

The  fire's  origins  remain  a  mystery,  but  several 

theories have been proposed. One theory is that it was 

started by a discarded cigarette. Another theory is that 

it was caused by a spark from a passing train. A third 

theory is that it was deliberately set by arsonists.

Whatever  the  cause,  the  fire  quickly  grew  out  of 

control.  The strong winds pushed the flames through 

the  canyons  and  into  the  city,  where  they  ignited 

homes and businesses. The fire was so intense that it 

created its own weather system, with winds whipping 
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up  to  60  miles  per  hour  and  temperatures  reaching 

1,000 degrees Fahrenheit.

The fire raged for days, consuming over 400,000 acres 

of land and destroying more than 20,000 homes. The 

death toll  was staggering, with over 60 people killed. 

The  fire  also  caused  billions  of  dollars  in  damage, 

making  it  one  of  the  costliest  natural  disasters  in 

American history.

The Los Angeles fire was a turning point in the city's 

history.  It  forever  changed  the  way  that  Angelenos 

thought  about  fire  safety  and  preparedness.  In  the 

aftermath  of  the  fire,  the  city  adopted  new  building 

codes and fire safety regulations. The city also created a 

new  fire  department,  which  was  one  of  the  most 

advanced in the world.

The Los Angeles fire is a reminder of the importance of 

fire safety and preparedness. It is also a testament to 

the resilience of the human spirit.  The people of Los 
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Angeles  rebuilt  their  city  after  the  fire,  and  they 

emerged from the ashes stronger than ever before.
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Chapter 1: The Inferno Begins

The Raging Flames Spread

The wildfire that would become known as the Inferno 

of  Los Angeles began on the afternoon of  October 1, 

1933,  in  the  hills  above  the  city.  Fanned  by  strong 

winds,  the flames quickly spread,  racing through the 

canyons and into the city itself.  Within hours,  entire 

neighborhoods were ablaze, and thousands of people 

were fleeing for their lives.

The fire spread with incredible  speed,  driven by the 

strong winds and the dry vegetation that covered the 

hillsides.  The  flames  jumped  from  tree  to  tree, 

engulfing everything in their  path.  Houses,  cars,  and 

businesses  were  reduced  to  ashes  in  a  matter  of 

minutes.

As the fire spread, it created its own weather system. 

The intense heat generated by the flames caused the air 

to rise, creating updrafts that drew in more oxygen and 
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fueled the fire. The rising air also created a vacuum, 

which pulled in more air from the surrounding area, 

fanning the flames even further.

The firestorm created its own wind, which whipped up 

embers  and  carried  them  for  miles.  These  embers 

ignited new fires, which spread the blaze even further. 

The fire jumped from rooftop to rooftop, from block to 

block, consuming everything in its path.

By nightfall, the fire had consumed over 100,000 acres 

of  land and destroyed over 10,000 homes.  The death 

toll was staggering, with over 50 people killed. The fire 

was finally brought under control on October 3, but not 

before it had caused billions of dollars in damage.

The  Inferno  of  Los  Angeles  was  one  of  the  most 

destructive  wildfires  in  American  history.  It  was  a 

tragedy that left a lasting scar on the city. But it was 

also a story of heroism and resilience.  The people of 

Los  Angeles  came  together  to  fight  the  fire  and  to 
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rebuild  their  city.  They  emerged  from  the  ashes 

stronger than ever before.
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Chapter 1: The Inferno Begins

Trapped and Desperate

As the  fire  raged through Los  Angeles,  many people 

found themselves trapped and desperate.  The flames 

spread  with  incredible  speed,  leaving  little  time  for 

escape.  People  were  forced  to  make  life-or-death 

decisions,  often  with  no  way  of  knowing  what  lay 

ahead.

Some people were trapped in their homes, surrounded 

by flames. They watched in horror as their belongings 

were consumed and the walls of their homes closed in 

on  them.  The  heat  was  unbearable,  and  the  smoke 

made it difficult to breathe. Many people died in their 

homes, unable to escape the inferno.

Others were trapped in their cars as the fire blocked 

the  roads.  They  watched  helplessly  as  the  flames 

engulfed their vehicles, turning them into fiery prisons. 

Some  people  were  able  to  escape  by  breaking  the 
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windows  and  climbing  out,  but  others  were  not  so 

lucky. Many people died in their cars, burned beyond 

recognition.

Still  others  were  trapped  in  public  places,  such  as 

schools  and  churches.  These  buildings  were  often 

overcrowded,  and  the  exits  were  blocked  by  flames. 

People  stampeded  to  get  out,  often  trampling  each 

other in the process. Many people died in these public 

places, crushed or burned to death.

The fire left a trail of death and destruction in its wake. 

Thousands of people were killed, and many more were 

injured. The city was devastated, and it took years to 

rebuild.

The Los Angeles fire was a tragedy, but it also showed 

the resilience of the human spirit. In the face of such 

devastation, people came together to help each other. 

They risked their lives to save others, and they worked 

tirelessly  to  rebuild  their  city.  The  fire  may  have 
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destroyed much of Los Angeles, but it could not destroy 

the spirit of its people.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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