
Tourism: A Force for Good or Evil?

Introduction

Tourism  has  become  a  global  phenomenon,  with 

billions  of  people  traveling  each  year  for  business, 

leisure,  or  adventure.  It  is  one of  the world's  largest 

and fastest-growing industries, and it has a profound 

impact on the economies, societies, and environments 

of destinations around the world.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  complex  and 

multifaceted relationship between tourism and society. 

We will examine the positive and negative impacts of 

tourism,  and  we  will  consider  the  challenges  and 

opportunities  that  tourism  presents  for  destinations 

around the world.

Tourism can be a powerful force for good. It can create 

jobs,  boost  economic  growth,  and  promote  cultural 
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understanding.  It  can  also  help  to  protect  the 

environment and preserve cultural heritage. However, 

tourism  can  also  have  negative  impacts,  including 

overcrowding,  pollution,  and  the  loss  of  traditional 

culture.

The challenge for destinations is to manage tourism in 

a way that maximizes the benefits and minimizes the 

costs.  This  is  no  easy  task,  and  it  requires  careful 

planning  and  coordination  between  governments, 

businesses, and communities.

In  this  book,  we  will  provide  a  comprehensive 

overview of the impacts of tourism on society. We will 

draw  on  case  studies  from  around  the  world  to 

illustrate the challenges and opportunities that tourism 

presents.  We will  also provide practical  guidance for 

destinations  on  how  to  manage  tourism  in  a 

sustainable way.

We believe that tourism can be a powerful force for 

good  in  the  world.  By  understanding  the  impacts  of 
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tourism  and  by  working  together  to  manage  it  in  a 

responsible way, we can create a more sustainable and 

just future for tourism.

3



Book Description

Tourism  is  one  of  the  world's  largest  and  fastest-

growing industries,  and it  has a profound impact  on 

the  economies,  societies,  and  environments  of 

destinations around the world.

In  this  comprehensive  and  thought-provoking  book, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the  complex  and 

multifaceted relationship between tourism and society. 

Drawing  on  case  studies  from  around  the  world, 

Pasquale De Marco examines the positive and negative 

impacts of tourism, and considers the challenges and 

opportunities  that  tourism  presents  for  destinations 

around the world.

Pasquale  De  Marco  argues  that  tourism  can  be  a 

powerful  force  for  good.  It  can  create  jobs,  boost 

economic growth, and promote cultural understanding. 

It  can  also  help  to  protect  the  environment  and 

preserve cultural heritage. However, tourism can also 
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have  negative  impacts,  including  overcrowding, 

pollution, and the loss of traditional culture.

The challenge for destinations is to manage tourism in 

a way that maximizes the benefits and minimizes the 

costs.  This  is  no  easy  task,  and  it  requires  careful 

planning  and  coordination  between  governments, 

businesses, and communities.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

comprehensive overview of the impacts of tourism on 

society.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also  provides  practical 

guidance for destinations on how to manage tourism in 

a sustainable way.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the impacts of tourism on society. It is also a valuable 

resource  for  policymakers,  planners,  and  tourism 

professionals who are working to manage tourism in a 

responsible and sustainable way.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Tourism

The history of tourism

The history of tourism is long and varied, dating back 

to the earliest days of human civilization. People have 

always  traveled  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  including 

trade, religion, and leisure. However, it was not until 

the 19th century that  tourism began to  take off as  a 

mass phenomenon.

The Industrial Revolution led to a number of changes 

that  made  travel  more  accessible  and  affordable  for 

people from all walks of life. These changes included 

the  development  of  new  transportation  technologies, 

such as the steamship and the railroad, as well as the 

rise of the middle class.

At  the  same  time,  a  number  of  factors  were  also 

contributing  to  a  growing  desire  for  travel.  These 

factors  included  the  Romantic  movement,  which 

emphasized  the  importance  of  experiencing  new 
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cultures and landscapes, and the increasing popularity 

of  leisure  activities,  such  as  swimming,  hiking,  and 

camping.

As a result of these changes, tourism began to boom in 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. People from all 

over the world flocked to popular tourist destinations, 

such as the beaches of Europe and the mountains of 

Switzerland.

The  rise  of  tourism  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

world. It led to the development of new industries, such 

as the hotel industry and the travel industry. It also led 

to  a  greater  understanding  and  appreciation  of 

different cultures.

However, the rise of tourism also had some negative 

consequences.  It  led  to  the  overcrowding  of  popular 

tourist destinations and the destruction of natural and 

cultural heritage.  It  also contributed to the spread of 

disease and the exploitation of workers.
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Despite  these  challenges,  tourism  continues  to  be  a 

major force in the world today. It is a major source of 

revenue for  many countries  and it  provides  jobs  for 

millions  of  people.  Tourism  can  also  be  a  powerful 

force  for  good,  promoting  peace  and  understanding 

between different cultures.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Tourism

The economic impact of tourism

Tourism is a major economic driver for many countries 

and  regions  around  the  world.  In  2019,  the  global 

tourism  industry  contributed  over  $9  trillion  to  the 

global economy and supported over 330 million jobs.

Tourism  can  create  jobs  in  a  variety  of  sectors, 

including  transportation,  accommodation,  food  and 

beverage,  retail,  and entertainment.  It  can also boost 

economic growth by increasing demand for goods and 

services from other industries.

For example, a study by the World Travel & Tourism 

Council found that tourism contributed 10.4% to global 

GDP in 2019. This was higher than the contribution of 

other major industries,  such as manufacturing (9.2%) 

and agriculture (4.1%).

Tourism  can  also  help  to  reduce  poverty  and 

inequality. For example, a study by the United Nations 
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World  Tourism Organization  found that  tourism can 

create jobs for people who are often excluded from the 

formal economy, such as women and young people.

However,  the  economic  benefits  of  tourism  are  not 

always evenly distributed. In some cases, tourism can 

lead to the displacement of local communities and the 

loss of traditional livelihoods. It is important to manage 

tourism  in  a  way  that  maximizes  the  benefits  and 

minimizes the costs.

This  can  be  done  by  investing  in  infrastructure  and 

services that support tourism, such as transportation, 

accommodation, and attractions. It is also important to 

ensure that tourism is sustainable and does not damage 

the environment or the social fabric of the destination.

Overall, tourism can be a powerful force for economic 

development.  However,  it  is  important  to  manage 

tourism  in  a  way  that  maximizes  the  benefits  and 

minimizes the costs.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Tourism

The social impact of tourism

The  rise  of  tourism  has  had  a  profound  impact  on 

societies around the world. On the one hand, tourism 

can create jobs, boost economic growth, and promote 

cultural understanding. On the other hand, tourism can 

also  lead  to  overcrowding,  pollution,  and the  loss  of 

traditional culture.

One of the most positive impacts of tourism is that it 

can create jobs. When tourists visit a destination, they 

spend  money  on  hotels,  restaurants,  transportation, 

and  other  goods  and  services.  This  spending  creates 

jobs  for  local  people  and  helps  to  boost  the  local 

economy.

Tourism  can  also  promote  cultural  understanding. 

When tourists visit a new place, they learn about the 

local  culture and way of  life.  This  can help to break 
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down stereotypes and build bridges between different 

cultures.

However,  tourism  can  also  have  negative  social 

impacts.  One  of  the  most  common  problems  is 

overcrowding.  When  too  many  tourists  visit  a 

destination, it can put a strain on local infrastructure 

and resources. This can lead to traffic congestion, long 

lines, and higher prices.

Pollution is another problem associated with tourism. 

When tourists travel, they often generate a lot of waste. 

This  waste can pollute the environment and damage 

local ecosystems.

Finally, tourism can also lead to the loss of traditional 

culture.  When  a  destination  becomes  popular  with 

tourists, it can be tempting for local people to change 

their  way  of  life  in  order  to  cater  to  the  needs  of 

tourists. This can lead to the loss of traditional customs, 

traditions, and values.
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The social impacts of tourism are complex and varied. 

It  is  important  to  weigh  the  positive  and  negative 

impacts carefully in order to develop tourism policies 

that  are  sustainable  and  beneficial  to  both  local 

communities and tourists.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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