
Golden  Triangle  Fort:  The  Fort's  First 

Fifty Years

Introduction

The  confluence  of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela 

Rivers  at  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio  has  been a  strategic 

location  for  centuries.  Native  American  tribes 

recognized the area's importance as a trading hub and 

a  gateway  to  the  west.  In  the  mid-18th  century, 

European powers also recognized the strategic value of 

the Forks of the Ohio, and it became a flashpoint in the 

struggle for control of North America.

In 1754, the French built Fort Duquesne at the Forks of 

the  Ohio,  hoping  to  secure  their  claim  to  the  Ohio 

Valley.  The  British  responded  by  sending  General 

Edward  Braddock  to  capture  the  fort.  However, 
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Braddock's  expedition  was  defeated  by  French  and 

Native American forces.

In 1758,  the British returned with a larger force and 

captured Fort Duquesne.  They renamed the fort  Fort 

Pitt, in honor of the British Secretary of State, William 

Pitt. Fort Pitt became a vital British outpost during the 

French and Indian War.

After the war, Fort Pitt continued to play an important 

role in the development of  the Ohio Valley.  It  was a 

major center of trade and commerce and a gateway for 

settlers moving west. During the American Revolution, 

Fort  Pitt  was  an  important  supply  depot  for  the 

Continental Army.

In  the  19th  century,  Pittsburgh  grew  into  a  major 

industrial center. The city's steel mills, coal mines, and 

glass  factories  helped  to  fuel  the  nation's  economic 

growth. Pittsburgh also became a center of culture and 

learning,  with the establishment  of  the University  of 
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Pittsburgh  and  the  Carnegie  Museum  of  Natural 

History.

Today, Pittsburgh is a vibrant city with a rich history 

and culture. The city is home to world-class museums, 

theaters, and sports teams. It is also a major center of 

technology and innovation.

Fort Pitt  stands as a testament to the city's resilience 

and  strength.  The  fort  has  survived  wars,  fires,  and 

floods. It has been rebuilt and renovated many times 

over the years. Today, Fort Pitt is a National Historic 

Site and a popular tourist destination.
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Book Description

Journey back in time to  the tumultuous years  of  the 

mid-18th century and witness the pivotal role of Fort 

Pitt  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  North  America.  This 

comprehensive guide invites you to delve into the fort's 

rich history, from its construction by the French to its 

capture  by  the  British  and  its  subsequent 

transformation into a vital frontier outpost.

Chapter 1: Crucible of Empire

Discover  the  complex  geopolitical  landscape  that  set 

the  stage  for  the  struggle  for  control  over  the  Ohio 

Valley.  Witness  the  clash  of  European  powers,  as 

France and Britain vie for dominance, and explore the 

strategic significance of the Forks of the Ohio.

Chapter 2: Seeds of Conflict

Delve into the intricate web of alliances and rivalries 

that fueled Pontiac's War, a Native American uprising 

that  tested  the  resilience  of  Fort  Pitt.  Follow  the 

4



gripping account of the siege of the fort and the British 

Army's valiant defense.

Chapter 3: A Frontier Outpost

Step into the daily life of Fort Pitt during its early years. 

Experience the challenges and triumphs of soldiers and 

settlers  as  they  navigate  the  unforgiving  frontier. 

Explore  the  fort's  role  in  trade  and  commerce,  and 

witness its  transformation into a gateway to the vast 

western territories.

Chapter 4: Gateway to the West

Follow  the  remarkable  growth  of  Fort  Pitt  and  its 

surrounding settlements. Watch as the fort evolves into 

a bustling hub of activity, fueled by the development of 

the  Ohio River.  Witness  the rise  of  industry and the 

arrival of steamboats, propelling the region into a new 

era of prosperity.

Chapter 5: The Civil War Years
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Immerse yourself in the tumultuous events of the Civil 

War,  as  Fort  Pitt  plays  a  pivotal  role  in  the  nation's 

struggle for unity. Witness the Battle of Pittsburgh and 

the  Underground  Railroad's  clandestine  operations. 

Experience  the  impact  of  the  Emancipation 

Proclamation and the end of the Civil War.

Chapter 6: Industrial Revolution

Explore the dramatic transformation of Pittsburgh into 

a major industrial powerhouse. Delve into the rise of 

steel,  coal,  and  glass  industries,  and  witness  the 

emergence of labor unions. navigate the challenges of 

the Great Depression and World War II, and discover 

how the city's resilience shaped its industrial legacy.
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Chapter 1: Crucible of Empire

1.  French  and  British  Rivalry  in  North 

America

The French and British rivalry in North America began 

in the 17th century, as both European powers sought to 

expand their  empires in the New World.  The rivalry 

intensified  in  the  18th  century,  as  the  two  powers 

competed for control of the Ohio River Valley.

The French claimed the Ohio River Valley based on the 

explorations of La Salle in the 1660s. The British, on the 

other  hand,  claimed the  region  based  on  the  earlier 

explorations of John Cabot in the 1490s. Both powers 

built forts and trading posts in the Ohio River Valley, 

and  they  competed  for  the  allegiance  of  Native 

American tribes in the region.

The  French  and  British  rivalry  in  North  America 

culminated in the French and Indian War (1754-1763). 

The war was fought primarily in the Ohio River Valley 
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and  the  Great  Lakes  region.  The  British  ultimately 

defeated  the  French,  and  they  gained  control  of  the 

Ohio River Valley.

The French and British rivalry in North America had a 

profound impact  on the history of  the  United States. 

The war helped to unite the British colonies in North 

America, and it also led to the development of a sense 

of American identity. The war also set the stage for the 

American Revolution, which began in 1775.

Paragraph 2:

The French and British rivalry in North America was a 

complex and multifaceted conflict. It was driven by a 

number of  factors,  including economic,  political,  and 

religious  rivalries.  The  war  also  had  a  significant 

impact on the Native American tribes of the Ohio River 

Valley.

The French and British rivalry in North America was a 

major turning point in the history of North America. It 
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led  to  the  British  gaining  control  of  the  Ohio  River 

Valley,  and  it  also  helped  to  set  the  stage  for  the 

American Revolution. The war had a profound impact 

on the Native American tribes of the region, and it also 

led to the development of a sense of American identity.

Paragraph 3:

The French and British rivalry in North America was a 

major  conflict  that  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

history of  North America.  The war led to  the British 

gaining  control  of  the  Ohio  River  Valley,  and it  also 

helped to  set  the  stage  for  the  American Revolution. 

The  war  had  a  significant  impact  on  the  Native 

American tribes  of  the  region,  and it  also  led  to  the 

development of a sense of American identity.

Paragraph 4:

The French and British rivalry in North America was a 

major  conflict  that  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

history of  North America.  The war led to  the British 
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gaining  control  of  the  Ohio  River  Valley,  and it  also 

helped to  set  the  stage  for  the  American Revolution. 

The  war  had  a  significant  impact  on  the  Native 

American tribes  of  the  region,  and it  also  led  to  the 

development of a sense of American identity.

Paragraph 5:

The French and British rivalry in North America was a 

major  conflict  that  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

history of  North America.  The war led to  the British 

gaining  control  of  the  Ohio  River  Valley,  and it  also 

helped to  set  the  stage  for  the  American Revolution. 

The  war  had  a  significant  impact  on  the  Native 

American tribes  of  the  region,  and it  also  led  to  the 

development of a sense of American identity.
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Chapter 1: Crucible of Empire

2. The Strategic Importance of the Forks of 

the Ohio

The  Forks  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  Allegheny  and 

Monongahela Rivers meet to form the Ohio River, has 

long  been  recognized  as  a  strategically  important 

location.  Native  American  tribes  used  the  area  as  a 

trading  hub  and  a  gateway  to  the  west.  European 

powers also recognized the strategic value of the Forks 

of the Ohio, and it became a flashpoint in the struggle 

for control of North America.

The French were the first European power to establish 

a presence at the Forks of the Ohio. In 1754, they built 

Fort Duquesne at the confluence of the Allegheny and 

Monongahela Rivers. The fort gave the French control 

of  the  Ohio  River  Valley  and  threatened  British 

settlements in the region.
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The British responded to the French threat by sending 

General  Edward Braddock to capture Fort Duquesne. 

Braddock's  expedition  was  defeated  by  French  and 

Native  American  forces  in  the  Battle  of  the 

Monongahela.  The  defeat  of  Braddock's  expedition 

convinced the British that they needed to take a more 

aggressive approach to the conflict in North America.

In 1758, the British returned to the Forks of the Ohio 

with a larger force. This time, they were successful in 

capturing Fort Duquesne. The British renamed the fort 

Fort  Pitt,  in  honor  of  the  British  Secretary  of  State, 

William Pitt.  Fort  Pitt  became a  vital  British  outpost 

during the French and Indian War.

The  strategic  importance  of  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio 

continued after the French and Indian War. Fort Pitt 

remained a major British outpost in the Ohio Valley. 

During  the  American  Revolution,  Fort  Pitt  was  an 

important supply depot for the Continental Army.
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In the 19th century, Pittsburgh, which had grown up 

around Fort Pitt, became a major industrial center. The 

city's steel mills, coal mines, and glass factories helped 

to fuel  the nation's  economic growth.  Pittsburgh also 

became  a  center  of  culture  and  learning,  with  the 

establishment of the University of Pittsburgh and the 

Carnegie Museum of Natural History.

Today, Pittsburgh is a vibrant city with a rich history 

and culture. The city is home to world-class museums, 

theaters, and sports teams. It is also a major center of 

technology  and  innovation.  The  Forks  of  the  Ohio, 

where  it  all  began,  remains  a  popular  tourist 

destination.
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Chapter 1: Crucible of Empire

3. The Construction of Fort Duquesne

In  1754,  the  French  began  construction  of  Fort 

Duquesne at the Forks of the Ohio, a strategic location 

where the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers meet to 

form  the  Ohio  River.  The  fort  was  named  after  the 

Marquis  Duquesne,  the  Governor-General  of  New 

France.

The French were motivated to build Fort Duquesne in 

order to secure their claim to the Ohio Valley, which 

was contested by the British. The fort was also intended 

to  serve  as  a  base  of  operations  for  French military 

expeditions against British settlements in the region.

The  construction  of  Fort  Duquesne  was  a  major 

undertaking. The fort was built  on a hill  overlooking 

the Forks of the Ohio, and it was surrounded by a moat 

and a palisade wall.  The fort was also equipped with 

cannons and other artillery.
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The construction of Fort Duquesne alarmed the British, 

who saw it as a threat to their own claims to the Ohio 

Valley. In response, the British sent a force under the 

command of General Edward Braddock to capture the 

fort. Braddock's expedition was defeated by the French 

and their  Native American allies  in the Battle  of  the 

Monongahela, and Fort Duquesne remained in French 

hands.

The  construction  of  Fort  Duquesne  was  a  significant 

event in the history of North America. The fort was a 

major flashpoint in the French and Indian War, and it 

played a key role in the struggle for control of the Ohio 

Valley.  The  fort  also  had  a  lasting  impact  on  the 

development  of  Pittsburgh,  which grew into  a  major 

city after the war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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