
The Book of Wit and Wisdom

Introduction

Epigrams,  those  sharp,  witty,  and  often  pointed 

sayings,  have  been  a  part  of  human  culture  for 

centuries. From the ancient Greek poets to the modern-

day comedians, epigrammatists have used this literary 

form to skewer politicians, lampoon social conventions, 

and explore the complexities of the human condition.

In this book, we will explore the rich and varied world 

of epigrams. We will begin by examining the history of 

the epigram, from its origins in ancient Greece to its 

modern-day manifestations. We will then take a closer 

look  at  the  different  types  of  epigrams,  from  the 

satirical to the philosophical.

Next,  we will  turn our attention to some of the most 

famous epigrammatists in history. We will learn about 
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the lives and works of writers such as Sappho, Martial, 

Oscar Wilde, and Dorothy Parker. We will also explore 

the  different  ways  in  which  these  writers  used 

epigrams to express their unique perspectives on the 

world.

Finally, we will consider the importance of epigrams in 

literature  and  society.  We  will  discuss  the  role  that 

epigrams  have  played  in  shaping  public  opinion, 

influencing political discourse, and providing a critical 

commentary on social norms.

Whether  you  are  a  lover  of  literature,  a  student  of 

history, or simply someone who enjoys a good laugh, 

this book has something to offer you. So sit back, relax, 

and prepare to be entertained and enlightened by the 

world of epigrams.
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Book Description

Epigrams are short, witty sayings that capture a truth 

or insight in a memorable way. They have been a part 

of human culture for centuries, from the ancient Greek 

poets to the modern-day comedians. Epigrams can be 

funny,  satirical,  or  thought-provoking,  and  they  can 

offer a unique perspective on the world around us.

In this delightful collection, you will find over 500 of 

the  best  epigrams  from  around  the  world  and 

throughout history. From the sharp wit of Oscar Wilde 

to  the  wisdom  of  Confucius,  these  epigrams  offer  a 

glimpse into the human condition and the complexities 

of life.

This book is divided into ten chapters, each focusing on 

a different theme, such as love, life, death, politics, and 

human nature. Whether you are looking for a laugh, a 

bit of wisdom, or simply a new way of looking at the 
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world, you are sure to find something to enjoy in this 

book.

Here are just a few of the many epigrams you will 

find in this collection:

 "A diplomat is a man who always remembers a 

woman's  birthday  but  never  remembers  her 

age." - Robert Frost

 "The best way to keep your friends is to never 

lend them money." - Benjamin Franklin

 "A man who has never made a mistake has never 

made anything." - Albert Einstein

 "Love is blind, but marriage is a real eye-opener." 

- Anonymous

 "The  greatest  glory  in  living  lies  not  in  never 

falling, but in rising every time we fall." - Nelson 

Mandela

Whether  you  are  a  lover  of  literature,  a  student  of 

history, or simply someone who enjoys a good laugh, 

this book is sure to entertain and enlighten you. So sit 
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back, relax, and prepare to be amazed by the wit and 

wisdom of the world's greatest epigrammatists.
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Chapter 1: Wit and Wisdom in History

Famous Epigrams Throughout History

Epigrams are witty, concise sayings that capture a truth 

or insight in a memorable way. They have been a part 

of human culture for centuries, from the ancient Greek 

poets to the modern-day comedians. Epigrams can be 

funny,  satirical,  or  thought-provoking,  and  they  can 

offer a unique perspective on the world around us.

Some of the most famous epigrams in history include:

 "Know thyself." - Socrates

 "The  unexamined  life  is  not  worth  living."  - 

Socrates

 "Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death!"  -  Patrick 

Henry

 "All men are created equal." - Thomas Jefferson

 "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." - 

Franklin D. Roosevelt

 "I think, therefore I am." - René Descartes
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 "Cogito, ergo sum." - René Descartes (in Latin)

 "To  be  or  not  to  be,  that  is  the  question."  - 

William Shakespeare

 "All  the  world's  a  stage,  and  all  the  men  and 

women merely players." - William Shakespeare

 "The pen is mightier than the sword." - Edward 

Bulwer-Lytton

These epigrams are just a few examples of the many 

that have been written throughout history. They offer a 

glimpse into the minds of some of the greatest thinkers 

and writers of  all  time,  and they continue to inspire 

and entertain us today.

Epigrams  can  be  found  in  all  sorts  of  places,  from 

ancient  literature  to  modern-day  social  media.  They 

can be used to make a point, to make people laugh, or 

simply to express a clever thought. No matter how they 

are  used,  epigrams  are  a  powerful  tool  for 

communication.
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The study of epigrams can teach us a great deal about 

history,  culture,  and  the  human  condition.  Epigrams 

can also help us to develop our own critical thinking 

skills and to see the world in new ways. Whether you 

are a lover of literature, a student of history, or simply 

someone who enjoys a good laugh, epigrams are sure 

to entertain and enlighten you.
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Chapter 1: Wit and Wisdom in History

Epigrams on Love and Relationships

Love  is  one  of  the  most  universal  and  powerful 

emotions  that  humans  experience.  It  is  a  source  of 

great joy and happiness, but it can also be a source of 

great  pain  and  suffering.  Epigrammatists  throughout 

history have explored the many facets of love in their 

work, offering witty and insightful observations on this 

complex emotion.

One of the most famous epigrammatists on love is the 

ancient Greek poet Sappho. Sappho's poetry is full  of 

passionate  and  sensual  descriptions  of  love,  both  its 

joys  and  its  sorrows.  In  one  of  her  most  famous 

epigrams, she writes:

"He is more than a man, Who sits beside you, 

And hears  you  softly  speak,  And laugh,  And 

your  sweet  voice  thrills  him,  And  his  heart 

stops in his breast."
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Sappho's  epigrams  capture  the  intensity  and  the 

ecstasy of falling in love. She writes about the way that 

love can make us feel alive and connected to another 

person.  However,  she  also  writes  about  the  pain  of 

love, the way that it can make us feel vulnerable and 

heartbroken.

Another famous epigrammatist on love is the English 

writer Oscar Wilde. Wilde was known for his sharp wit 

and his  epigrammatic  style.  In his  epigrams on love, 

Wilde  often  explores  the  paradoxical  nature  of  this 

emotion. For example, he writes:

"Love is  a  game that  two can play and both 

win."

This epigram suggests that love is a mutually beneficial 

relationship, in which both partners can find happiness 

and fulfillment. However, Wilde also writes:

"A  cynic  is  a  man  who  knows  the  price  of 

everything and the value of nothing."
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This  epigram  suggests  that  love  is  something  that 

cannot be bought or sold, that it is priceless.

Epigrams on love  offer  a  unique  perspective  on this 

complex emotion.  They can make us laugh,  they can 

make us cry,  and they can make us think.  They can 

help us to understand ourselves and our relationships 

better.
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Chapter 1: Wit and Wisdom in History

Epigrams on Life and Death

Life  and  death  are  two  of  the  most  profound  and 

universal  experiences  of  human  existence.  From  the 

moment  we  are  born,  we  are  confronted  with  the 

inevitability of death. And yet, we spend much of our 

lives trying to avoid thinking about it.

Epigrams have long been used to explore the complex 

relationship  between  life  and  death.  Some  epigrams 

offer  a  darkly  humorous  take  on  mortality,  while 

others provide a more philosophical or contemplative 

perspective.

Here are a few examples of epigrams on life and death:

 "Life  is  a  banquet,  and  most  poor  suckers  are 

starving to death!" - Auntie Mame

 "Life is a tragedy for those who feel,  a comedy 

for those who think." - Horace Walpole
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 "The  greatest  glory  in  living  lies  not  in  never 

falling, but in rising every time we fall." - Nelson 

Mandela

 "Death is not the opposite of life, but a part of it." 

- Haruki Murakami

 "Life  is  a  short  stop  between two eternities."  - 

Khalil Gibran

Epigrams  on  life  and  death  can  offer  us  a  new 

perspective on these two fundamental experiences. By 

examining the thoughts and insights of others, we can 

come to a deeper understanding of our own lives and 

deaths.

In addition to the examples above, here are a few more 

epigrams on life and death that you may find thought-

provoking:

 "Life is like a box of chocolates—you never know 

what you're gonna get." - Forrest Gump

 "The world is a tragedy to those who feel, but a 

comedy to those who think." - Horace Walpole
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 "Death is not the greatest loss in life. The greatest 

loss  is  what  dies  inside  us  while  we  live."  - 

Norman Cousins

 "Life  is  a  fatal  disease.  The  cure  is  death."  - 

Woody Allen

 "Death is not extinguishing the light; it is putting 

out  the  lamp  because  the  dawn  has  come."  - 

Rabindranath Tagore

These epigrams offer a variety of perspectives on life 

and  death,  from  the  humorous  to  the  philosophical. 

They can help us to appreciate the brevity of life and to 

make the most of our time on earth.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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