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Introduction

The Mexican Revolution was a watershed moment in 

the  history  of  Mexico,  a  period  of  profound  social, 

political, and economic upheaval that transformed the 

nation.  Beginning  in  1910  with  the  overthrow  of 

dictator Porfirio Díaz, the Revolution was a protracted 

and  bloody  struggle  that  lasted  for  over  a  decade, 

leaving  an  enduring  legacy  that  continues  to  shape 

Mexico today.

This book aims to provide a comprehensive overview 

of the Mexican Revolution,  examining its  causes,  key 

events, and major figures. Drawing on a wide range of 

sources,  including  historical  documents,  scholarly 

research,  and  firsthand  accounts,  this  book  seeks  to 
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shed  light  on  one  of  the  most  important  and 

transformative events in Mexican history.

The  Mexican  Revolution  was  sparked  by  a  complex 

web  of  factors,  including  widespread  social  and 

economic  inequality,  political  repression,  and  a 

growing  sense  of  nationalism.  The  Porfirian  regime, 

which had ruled Mexico for over three decades,  was 

seen as corrupt and unresponsive to the needs of the 

people.  Growing  numbers  of  Mexicans  were 

demanding  change,  and  the  Revolution  provided  an 

outlet for their frustrations.

The  Revolution  began  in  1910  with  the  rebellion  of 

Francisco I. Madero, a wealthy landowner who called 

for free and fair elections. Madero's rebellion quickly 

gained support, and within a year, he had overthrown 

Díaz  and  become  president  of  Mexico.  However, 

Madero's presidency was short-lived. In 1913, he was 

overthrown and assassinated by a  group of  generals 

led by Victoriano Huerta.
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Huerta's coup d'état sparked a new wave of violence, as 

various factions took up arms against his government. 

The  most  prominent  of  these  factions  were  the 

Constitutionalists, led by Venustiano Carranza, and the 

Villistas,  led by Francisco Villa.  The Constitutionalists 

emerged victorious, and Carranza became president of 

Mexico in 1917.

The Mexican Revolution was a time of great upheaval 

and violence, but it also marked the beginning of a new 

era  in  Mexican  history.  The  Revolution  led  to  the 

creation of a new constitution, the Constitution of 1917, 

which  enshrined  a  number  of  social  and  economic 

reforms.  The  Revolution  also  led  to  the  rise  of  new 

political  parties  and  the  emergence  of  a  more 

democratic and participatory political system.

The  Mexican  Revolution  was  a  complex  and 

multifaceted event, and its legacy is still debated today. 

However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  a  watershed 

moment in Mexican history, a time of great change and 
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transformation that shaped the nation that Mexico is 

today.
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Book Description

Witnesses of the Mexican Revolution: A Collection 

of Recollections is  a comprehensive overview of the 

Mexican  Revolution,  one  of  the  most  important  and 

transformative events in Mexican history. Drawing on 

a  wide  range  of  sources,  including  historical 

documents, scholarly research, and firsthand accounts, 

this  book  provides  a  detailed  examination  of  the 

Revolution's causes, key events, and major figures.

The  Mexican  Revolution  began  in  1910  with  the 

overthrow of dictator Porfirio Díaz and lasted for over 

a  decade,  leaving  a  lasting  legacy  that  continues  to 

shape Mexico today.  This  book explores the complex 

web of social, political, and economic factors that led to 

the  Revolution,  including  widespread  inequality, 

political  repression,  and  a  growing  sense  of 

nationalism.
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The  book  also  examines  the  key  events  of  the 

Revolution,  including  the  rebellion  of  Francisco  I. 

Madero,  the  overthrow  of  Díaz,  the  assassination  of 

Madero,  and  the  rise  of  new  factions  such  as  the 

Constitutionalists  and  the  Villistas.  The  book  also 

discusses  the  role  of  key  figures  such  as  Venustiano 

Carranza, Francisco Villa, and Emiliano Zapata.

In  addition  to  providing  a  detailed  narrative  of  the 

Revolution, this book also explores its social, political, 

and economic impact. The book examines the impact of 

the Revolution on land reform, labor rights, education, 

healthcare, and the role of women in Mexican society. 

The  book  also  discusses  the  Revolution's  impact  on 

Mexico's political system and its relationship with the 

United States.

Witnesses of the Mexican Revolution: A Collection 

of  Recollections is  an essential  resource  for  anyone 

interested  in  learning  more  about  the  Mexican 

Revolution.  This  book provides a comprehensive and 
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accessible  overview  of  one  of  the  most  important 

events in Mexican history. 
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Revolution

Historical  antecedents  of  the  Mexican 

Revolution

The Mexican Revolution was a watershed moment in 

the  history  of  Mexico,  a  period  of  profound  social, 

political, and economic upheaval that transformed the 

nation. The Revolution had its roots in a complex web 

of  factors,  including widespread social  and economic 

inequality, political repression, and a growing sense of 

nationalism.

Mexico in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was a 

society marked by deep social and economic divisions. 

The country was dominated by a small elite of wealthy 

landowners and businessmen, while the vast majority 

of  the  population lived in  poverty.  The gap between 

rich  and  poor  was  growing  wider,  and  there  was 

widespread  resentment  of  the  elite's  wealth  and 

privilege.
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Political  repression  was  another  major  factor  that 

contributed  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  The 

Porfirian regime,  which  ruled  Mexico  for  over  three 

decades,  was authoritarian and intolerant  of  dissent. 

Political  opponents  were  routinely  jailed,  exiled,  or 

even assassinated.  The regime's  heavy-handed tactics 

alienated many Mexicans and created a climate of fear 

and resentment.

Finally,  the Mexican Revolution was also fueled by a 

growing  sense  of  nationalism.  Mexicans  were 

increasingly  proud  of  their  country's  history  and 

culture,  and they resented the foreign influence that 

had  come  to  dominate  the  country's  economy  and 

politics. The Revolution was seen as an opportunity to 

reclaim Mexico's  independence and to create a more 

just and equitable society.

The  Mexican  Revolution  was  a  complex  and 

multifaceted  event,  and  its  causes  are  still  debated 

today. However, there is no doubt that the Revolution 

9



was a watershed moment in Mexican history, a time of 

great  change  and  transformation  that  shaped  the 

nation that Mexico is today.

The Mexican Revolution was preceded by a period of 

significant economic growth and development. During 

the  Porfiriato,  Mexico  experienced  rapid 

industrialization  and  urbanization.  However,  this 

growth was not evenly distributed, and the benefits of 

economic  progress  were  largely  confined  to  a  small 

elite. The vast majority of Mexicans remained poor and 

marginalized.

The Porfirian regime also  implemented a  number of 

policies  that  alienated  many Mexicans.  For  example, 

the  government  granted large  concessions  to  foreign 

companies,  which  led  to  the  loss  of  Mexican control 

over key sectors of the economy. The government also 

suppressed  political  dissent  and  jailed  or  exiled 

opposition leaders.
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By  the  early  20th  century,  there  was  widespread 

discontent  with  the  Porfirian  regime.  A  number  of 

opposition groups emerged, and they began to call for 

political and economic reforms. The most prominent of 

these groups was the Partido Liberal Mexicano (PLM), 

which was  founded in  1906 by the  brothers  Ricardo 

and  Enrique  Flores  Magón.  The  PLM  advocated  for 

land reform, labor rights, and political democracy.

In 1910, the PLM launched an armed rebellion against 

the  Porfirian  regime.  The  rebellion  was  quickly 

suppressed, but it marked the beginning of the Mexican 

Revolution.  In  the  years  that  followed,  a  number  of 

other rebel groups emerged, and the Revolution spread 

throughout Mexico.

11



Chapter 1: The Roots of Revolution

Social  and  economic  inequality  in  Porfirian 

Mexico

Porfirian  Mexico  was  a  period  of  great  economic 

growth and modernization,  but it  was also a time of 

severe  social  and  economic  inequality.  The  Porfirian 

regime  favored  a  small  elite  of  landowners, 

businessmen,  and  foreign  investors,  while  the  vast 

majority of Mexicans lived in poverty.

One of the most glaring examples of inequality was the 

distribution of land. In the late 19th century, a small 

number of  wealthy landowners  owned vast  tracts  of 

land,  while  millions  of  peasants  were  landless.  This 

inequality  was  exacerbated  by  the  Porfirian 

government's  policy  of  land  privatization,  which 

allowed foreign investors to buy up large amounts of 

land.
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Economic  inequality  was  also  evident  in  the 

distribution of wealth. The wealthiest 1% of Mexicans 

owned more than half of the nation's wealth, while the 

poorest 50% owned less than 10%. This inequality was 

due  in  part  to  the  Porfirian  government's  policies, 

which favored foreign investors and wealthy Mexicans 

at the expense of the poor.

The social and economic inequality of Porfirian Mexico 

led to widespread poverty and social unrest. The gap 

between the  rich  and the  poor  grew wider,  and the 

poor became increasingly desperate. This desperation 

eventually boiled over into revolution in 1910.

In  addition  to  the  economic  and  social  inequality, 

political  repression  was  also  a  major  factor  in  the 

outbreak  of  the  Mexican  Revolution.  The  Porfirian 

regime was a dictatorship, and Díaz ruled with an iron 

fist. He suppressed all forms of dissent, and he rigged 

elections to ensure that he remained in power.
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The combination of economic inequality, social unrest, 

and political repression created a tinderbox in Mexico. 

When the spark of revolution was lit in 1910, it quickly 

spread throughout the country.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Revolution

The rise of political dissent

The rise of political dissent in Mexico in the late 19th 

and  early  20th  centuries  was  a  key  factor  in  the 

outbreak of the Mexican Revolution in 1910. A number 

of  factors  contributed  to  this  growing  discontent, 

including economic inequality, political repression, and 

a lack of social mobility.

Economic inequality was a major source of discontent 

in Porfirian Mexico. The Porfirian regime, which ruled 

Mexico  from  1876  to  1911,  favored  a  small  elite  of 

landowners and businessmen, while the majority of the 

population  lived  in  poverty.  This  inequality  was 

exacerbated  by  the  fact  that  Mexico's  economy  was 

heavily dependent on foreign investment, which led to 

the exploitation of Mexican resources and labor.

Political  repression  was  another  major  factor  in  the 

rise  of  political  dissent.  The  Porfirian  regime  was 
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authoritarian, and dissent was often met with violence. 

This  repression  created  a  climate  of  fear  and 

intimidation,  which  made  it  difficult  for  people  to 

express their grievances.

A  lack  of  social  mobility  was  another  factor  that 

contributed to the rise of political dissent. The Porfirian 

regime  made  it  difficult  for  people  to  move  up  in 

society, regardless of their talents or abilities. This lack 

of  opportunity  created  a  sense  of  frustration  and 

resentment among many Mexicans.

The rise of political dissent in Mexico in the late 19th 

and  early  20th  centuries  was  a  key  factor  in  the 

outbreak  of  the  Mexican  Revolution.  The  Porfirian 

regime's  policies  of  economic  inequality,  political 

repression, and lack of social mobility created a climate 

of  discontent  that  eventually  boiled  over  into 

revolution.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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