
Twenty Minutes of Glory

Introduction

Twenty Minutes of Glory is a collection of humor and 

anecdotes  from  the  world  of  aerospace.  It's  a 

lighthearted  look  at  the  funny  side  of  engineering, 

technology, and bureaucracy.

From the day the coffee machine exploded to the time 

we  lost  the  keys  to  the  building,  Twenty  Minutes  of 

Glory is full of mishaps, misadventures, and hilarious 

workplace stories. It's a celebration of the human spirit 

and the power of laughter.

In these pages, you'll meet eccentric engineers, absent-

minded  professors,  and  overzealous  interns.  You'll 

laugh  at  software  glitches,  email  mishaps,  and 

incomprehensible regulations. And you'll be reminded 

1



of the importance of a good sense of humor, especially 

in the face of workplace challenges.

Twenty Minutes of Glory is more than just a book of 

funny  stories.  It's  a  reminder  that  even  in  the  most 

serious  of  workplaces,  there's  always  room  for 

laughter. It's a celebration of the human spirit and the 

power of a good laugh.

So  sit  back,  relax,  and  enjoy  these  tales  from  the 

trenches. And remember, laughter is the best medicine, 

especially when it comes to the workplace.
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Book Description

Twenty Minutes of Glory is a collection of humor and 

anecdotes  from  the  world  of  aerospace.  It's  a 

lighthearted  look  at  the  funny  side  of  engineering, 

technology, and bureaucracy.

From the day the coffee machine exploded to the time 

we lost  the keys to the building,  Twenty Minutes of 

Glory is full of mishaps, misadventures, and hilarious 

workplace stories. It's a celebration of the human spirit 

and the power of laughter.

In these pages, you'll meet eccentric engineers, absent-

minded  professors,  and  overzealous  interns.  You'll 

laugh  at  software  glitches,  email  mishaps,  and 

incomprehensible regulations. And you'll be reminded 

of the importance of a good sense of humor, especially 

in the face of workplace challenges.

Twenty Minutes of Glory is more than just a book of 

funny  stories.  It's  a  reminder  that  even  in  the  most 
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serious  of  workplaces,  there's  always  room  for 

laughter. It's a celebration of the human spirit and the 

power of a good laugh.

So  sit  back,  relax,  and  enjoy  these  tales  from  the 

trenches. And remember, laughter is the best medicine, 

especially when it comes to the workplace.

Twenty Minutes of Glory is perfect for:

 Engineers and other technical professionals

 Anyone  who  works  in  a  bureaucratic 

environment

 People who love a good laugh

 Anyone who appreciates the human spirit

If you're looking for a book that will make you laugh 

out loud, then Twenty Minutes of Glory is the book for 

you. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Lighter  Side  of 

Aerospace

Funny Engineering Mishaps

When it comes to engineering, there's always room for 

a  good  laugh.  From  the  day  the  coffee  machine 

exploded to the time we lost the keys to the building, 

the  world  of  aerospace  is  full  of  mishaps  and 

misadventures.

One of the most memorable engineering mishaps I ever 

witnessed  involved  a  team  of  engineers  who  were 

testing  a  new  type  of  jet  engine.  The  engine  was 

supposed  to  be  more  powerful  and  efficient  than 

anything that had come before it, but during one of the 

test runs, something went wrong. The engine exploded, 

sending shrapnel flying everywhere.

Fortunately,  no  one  was  injured,  but  the  engineers 

were left scratching their heads. They had no idea what 

had caused the explosion. After hours of investigation, 
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they finally discovered that one of the engineers had 

installed a bolt backwards.

Another  funny  engineering  mishap  happened  at  a 

major  aerospace  company.  A  team of  engineers  was 

working  on  a  new  satellite  when  they  accidentally 

dropped it  on the floor.  The satellite  was completely 

destroyed, and the engineers were devastated.

But instead of giving up, the engineers decided to have 

a  little  fun with  the  situation.  They  took  the  broken 

satellite  and  turned  it  into  a  makeshift  coffee  table. 

They even added a sign that said, "Caution: This coffee 

table is not for launch."

These  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the  many  funny 

engineering mishaps that I've witnessed over the years. 

It's  a  reminder  that  even  in  the  most  serious  of 

workplaces,  there's  always  room  for  a  little  bit  of 

laughter.
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Chapter  1:  The  Lighter  Side  of 

Aerospace

Humorous Acronyms and Abbreviations

The  world  of  aerospace  is  full  of  acronyms  and 

abbreviations. And while they can be helpful for saving 

time and space, they can also be a source of humor.

One of my favorite examples is the acronym SNAFU. It 

stands for "Situation Normal,  All  Fouled Up."  I'm not 

sure who came up with that  one,  but  it's  certainly a 

fitting description for many situations in the aerospace 

industry.

Another  classic  is  the  acronym  FUBAR.  It  stands  for 

"Fouled Up Beyond All Recognition." This one is usually 

used to describe a project that has gone completely off 

the rails.

And then there's  the  acronym SNAF.  I  don't  actually 

know  what  it  stands  for,  but  I've  heard  it  used  to 
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describe everything from a minor inconvenience to a 

major disaster.

Of course, not all  acronyms and abbreviations in the 

aerospace industry are funny. But the ones that are can 

provide  a  much-needed  laugh  in  the  midst  of  a 

challenging day.

Here  are  a  few  more  humorous  acronyms  and 

abbreviations from the world of aerospace:

 BOHICA - Bend Over, Here It Comes Again

 FUBAR - Fouled Up Beyond All Recognition

 SNAFU - Situation Normal, All Fouled Up

 SNAF - I don't actually know what it stands for, 

but  I've  heard  it  used  to  describe  everything 

from a minor inconvenience to a major disaster

 TARFU - Things Are Really Fouled Up

 WTF - Well, That's Fantastic
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 WTH - What the Heck

 WTFO - What the Flying Over

 WTFS - What the Flying Spaghetti Monster

 WTHFO - What the Holy Flying Over 
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 Chapter  1:  The  Lighter  Side  of 

Aerospace

 Hilarious Safety Briefings

Safety briefings are a necessary part of any aerospace 

operation. They're designed to keep everyone safe and 

informed, but that doesn't mean they can't be funny. In 

fact, some of the best safety briefings are the ones that 

make you laugh.

One of my favorite safety briefings was given by a pilot 

who was known for his dry wit. He started the briefing 

by saying, "Welcome to our safety briefing. If you're not 

paying attention, you might end up like our last pilot. 

He's now a permanent resident of the local cemetery."

The  pilot  went  on  to  give  a  very  thorough  safety 

briefing,  but  he  did  it  in  a  way  that  was  both 

informative and entertaining. He used humor to keep 

the  audience  engaged  and  to  make  sure  that  the 

important safety messages stuck.
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Another great safety briefing I attended was given by a 

safety engineer. She started the briefing by saying, "If 

you're not sure how to do something, please ask. We'd 

rather you ask a stupid question than make a stupid 

mistake."

The  safety  engineer  went  on  to  give  a  very 

comprehensive safety briefing. She covered everything 

from how to properly wear a safety harness to how to 

evacuate the building in the event of a fire.  She also 

used humor to keep the audience engaged and to make 

sure that the important safety messages stuck.

Safety briefings don't have to be boring. In fact,  they 

can be downright funny. So next time you're attending 

a safety briefing, don't be afraid to laugh. It might just 

help you stay safe.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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