
Portland  in  Photographs:  A  Story  of 

History and Place

Introduction

Portland,  Oregon,  has  a  rich  and  vibrant  history  of 

photography, dating back to the city's earliest days. In 

the 1850s, as pioneers and settlers began to arrive in 

the  region,  photographers  were  quick  to  follow, 

capturing  images  of  the  new  frontier.  These  early 

photographs provide a valuable glimpse into the city's 

past, documenting its growth and development from a 

small  town on the Willamette River to a major West 

Coast metropolis.

One  of  the  most  important  figures  in  Portland's 

photographic history is Carleton Watkins, who arrived 

in the city in 1861. Watkins was a master of landscape 

photography, and his images of the Oregon Territory 
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helped to shape the nation's perception of the West. His 

photographs  of  Yosemite  Valley  and  the  Columbia 

River Gorge are still considered some of the most iconic 

images of American scenery ever taken.

Another  notable  Portland  photographer  was  Peter 

Britt,  who  arrived  in  the  city  in  1866.  Britt  was  a 

pioneer  in  the field of  portrait  photography,  and his 

studio  was a  popular  destination for  Portland's  elite. 

His portraits are prized for their technical excellence 

and  their  ability  to  capture  the  character  of  his 

subjects.

In the early 20th century, Portland became a center for 

commercial  photography.  The city's  many businesses 

and  industries  relied  on  photographers  to  create 

images for advertising, marketing, and documentation. 

This led to the establishment of numerous photography 

studios,  including  the  Lovejoy  Studio,  the  Marceau 

Studio, and the Ladd & Bushnell Studio. These studios 

produced a wide range of images, from portraits and 
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landscapes  to  industrial  and  architectural 

photography.

Portland's rich photographic history is also reflected in 

its  many  photography  galleries  and  museums.  The 

Portland Art Museum, the Center for Photographic Art, 

and  the  Oregon Historical  Society  all  have  extensive 

collections of photographs, spanning the history of the 

medium.  These  collections  provide  visitors  with  a 

unique opportunity to learn about Portland's past and 

to  appreciate  the  work  of  some  of  the  city's  most 

talented photographers.

Today,  Portland continues  to  be  a  vibrant  center  for 

photography. The city is home to a number of active 

photography  clubs  and  organizations,  and  there  are 

many opportunities for photographers to learn, exhibit, 

and sell their work. Portland is also home to a number 

of photography festivals, including the Portland Photo 

Fest  and  the  Oregon  Photography  Biennial.  These 

festivals attract photographers from all over the world 
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and provide a platform for them to share their work 

with the public.
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Book Description

Portland in Photographs: A Story of History and Place is 

a  comprehensive  exploration  of  the  city's  rich 

photographic  heritage.  From  the  earliest 

daguerreotypes to the latest  digital  images,  this  book 

tells  the  story  of  Portland  through  the  eyes  of  its 

photographers.

The  book  begins  with  a  look  at  the  city's  earliest 

photographers, who arrived in the mid-19th century to 

document  the  region's  natural  beauty  and  growing 

population.  These  early  photographers,  such  as 

Carleton Watkins and Peter Britt, created images that 

are still prized for their historical and artistic value.

The  book  also  explores  the  role  that  photography 

played  in  Portland's  development  as  a  major  West 

Coast  city.  Commercial  photographers  captured  the 

city's  rapidly  changing  skyline,  while  portrait 

photographers  documented  the  lives  of  its  citizens. 
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Photographs  also  played  an  important  role  in 

promoting  tourism  and  attracting  new  businesses  to 

the city.

In  addition  to  its  historical  focus,  Portland  in 

Photographs  also  celebrates  the  city's  contemporary 

photography  scene.  The  book  features  the  work  of 

some  of  Portland's  most  talented  contemporary 

photographers, who are using the medium to explore a 

wide range of subjects, from the city's natural beauty to 

its social and political issues.

Portland  in  Photographs  is  a  must-have  for  anyone 

interested in the history of photography or the city of 

Portland. With over 200 images and informative text, 

this book provides a unique perspective on the city's 

past, present, and future.

Whether you are a lifelong Portlander or a visitor to 

the city,  Portland in Photographs is  sure to captivate 

and inspire you. This book is a testament to the power 
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of photography to document history, celebrate culture, 

and connect people.
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Chapter  1:  Portland's  Photographic 

Legacy

Portland's Earliest Photographers

The history of photography in Portland, Oregon, begins 

in  the  mid-19th  century,  when  the  city  was  a  small 

frontier town on the banks of the Willamette River. The 

first photographers to arrive in Portland were itinerant 

daguerreotypists,  who  traveled  from  town  to  town, 

setting up their cameras in public squares and offering 

to  take  portraits  of  passersby.  These  early 

daguerreotypes were unique and expensive, and only 

the wealthy could afford them.

In the 1850s, as Portland began to grow and prosper, a 

number  of  permanent  photography  studios  opened 

their  doors.  These  studios  offered  a  wider  range  of 

services than the itinerant daguerreotypists, including 

portraiture,  landscape  photography,  and  commercial 
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photography. Some of the most notable early Portland 

photographers include:

 Carleton Watkins: Watkins was one of the most 

important landscape photographers of the 19th 

century.  He  arrived  in  Portland  in  1861  and 

quickly became known for his stunning images 

of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Watkins'  photographs 

were  instrumental  in  shaping  the  nation's 

perception of the West.

 Peter  Britt:  Britt  was  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of 

portrait photography. He arrived in Portland in 

1866 and opened a studio that  quickly became 

popular with the city's elite. Britt's portraits are 

prized  for  their  technical  excellence  and  their 

ability to capture the character of his subjects.

 Lily  White:  White  was  one  of  the  first  female 

photographers  in  Portland.  She  opened  her 

studio  in  1871  and  quickly  became known for 

her beautiful portraits of children. White's work 
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was  exhibited  at  the  World's  Columbian 

Exposition in Chicago in 1893.

 Frank  Jay  Haynes:  Haynes  was  a  landscape 

photographer who arrived in Portland in 1889. 

He  is  best  known  for  his  photographs  of 

Yellowstone National Park, which he visited on 

several occasions. Haynes' photographs helped to 

promote  tourism  to  Yellowstone  and  other 

national parks in the West.

 Ira  Dilworth:  Dilworth  was  a  commercial 

photographer who arrived in Portland in 1890. 

He is best known for his photographs of the city's 

buildings  and  businesses.  Dilworth's 

photographs  provide  a  valuable  record  of 

Portland's  growth and development  in  the late 

19th and early 20th centuries.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  talented 

photographers  who  helped  to  document  Portland's 

history.  Their  work  provides  us  with  a  valuable 
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glimpse into the city's past and helps us to understand 

the people and events that shaped it.
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Chapter  1:  Portland's  Photographic 

Legacy

The City's Changing Landscape

Portland's  landscape  has  changed  dramatically  over 

the years, and photographers have played a vital role 

in documenting these changes. From the city's earliest 

days,  photographers  have  captured  images  of 

Portland's  buildings,  streets,  and  neighborhoods, 

providing a valuable record of  the city's  growth and 

development.

One  of  the  most  significant  changes  to  Portland's 

landscape was the construction of the railroad in the 

1880s.  The railroad brought  an influx of  new people 

and  businesses  to  the  city,  and  it  also  led  to  the 

development  of  new  neighborhoods  and  industries. 

Photographers were quick to document these changes, 

and  their  images  provide  a  glimpse  into  the  city's 
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transformation  from  a  small  town  to  a  major  West 

Coast metropolis.

Another major change to Portland's landscape was the 

construction  of  the  Columbia  River  Highway  in  the 

early 20th century. The highway opened up new areas 

of the region to tourism and recreation, and it also led 

to  the  development  of  new  communities  along  the 

river.  Photographers  were  drawn  to  the  highway's 

scenic beauty,  and their images helped to popularize 

the area as a tourist destination.

In the mid-20th century, Portland experienced a period 

of rapid growth and development. The city's population 

doubled between 1950 and 1970, and this growth led to 

the construction of new freeways, shopping malls, and 

housing  developments.  Photographers  continued  to 

document these changes,  and their  images provide a 

valuable record of the city's transformation during this 

period.
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In recent years,  Portland has experienced a renewed 

interest in urban renewal and sustainability. The city 

has  invested  in  new  parks,  bike  lanes,  and  public 

transportation,  and  it  has  also  encouraged  the 

development  of  mixed-use  neighborhoods. 

Photographers have been drawn to these changes, and 

their  images  have  helped  to  capture  the  city's  new 

vitality and energy.

Portland's  landscape  is  constantly  evolving,  and 

photographers  continue  to  play  a  vital  role  in 

documenting  these  changes.  Their  images  provide  a 

valuable record of the city's past and present, and they 

also help to shape the city's future.

14



Chapter  1:  Portland's  Photographic 

Legacy

Capturing Moments in Time

Portland's  early  photographers  played a  vital  role  in 

capturing  the  city's  history  and  development.  Their 

images provide a valuable glimpse into the lives and 

experiences  of  Portland's  residents,  from  the  city's 

earliest days to the present.

One of the most important events in Portland's history 

was  the  arrival  of  the  Oregon  Trail  pioneers  in  the 

1840s and 1850s. These pioneers came from all over the 

United States, and they brought with them a variety of 

hopes  and  dreams.  Portland's  photographers  were 

there  to  document  their  arrival,  and  their  images 

provide  a  powerful  reminder  of  the  challenges  and 

hardships that these pioneers faced.

Another important event in Portland's history was the 

construction  of  the  transcontinental  railroad  in  the 
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1880s. This railroad connected Portland to the rest of 

the  country,  and  it  led  to  a  boom  in  the  city's 

population  and  economy.  Portland's  photographers 

were there to document this transformation, and their 

images provide a fascinating look at the city's growth 

and development.

In  addition  to  these  major  events,  Portland's 

photographers also captured the everyday lives of the 

city's residents. Their images show people going about 

their  daily  business,  from  working  and  shopping  to 

attending  church  and  playing  sports.  These  images 

provide a valuable glimpse into the social and cultural 

history  of  Portland,  and  they  help  us  to  understand 

what life was like in the city in the past.

Portland's photographers also played an important role 

in promoting the city  to  the rest  of  the world.  Their 

images were used in travel brochures and magazines, 

and  they  helped  to  attract  new  residents  and 

businesses to the city.  Portland's photographers were 
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instrumental  in  shaping  the  city's  image,  and  their 

work continues to be enjoyed by people all  over the 

world.

Portland's photographic legacy is a rich and varied one. 

The  city's  photographers  have  captured  the  city's 

history, its people, and its culture in a way that is both 

beautiful  and  informative.  Their  work  is  a  valuable 

resource  for  historians,  scholars,  and anyone who is 

interested in learning more about Portland's past.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

22


	Portland in Photographs: A Story of History and Place
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Portland's Photographic Legacy
	Portland's Earliest Photographers

	Chapter 1: Portland's Photographic Legacy
	The City's Changing Landscape

	Chapter 1: Portland's Photographic Legacy
	Capturing Moments in Time

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

