
From  Right  to  Wrong:  The  Ethics  of 

Morality

Introduction

Morality  is  a  complex  and multifaceted  concept  that 

has  been  debated  by  philosophers,  theologians,  and 

scholars for centuries.  In its  simplest  terms,  morality 

refers to the principles of right and wrong that govern 

our  behavior.  But  what  exactly  are  these  principles, 

and  where  do  they  come  from?  Are  they  objective 

truths that exist independently of our own beliefs and 

desires, or are they merely subjective preferences that 

vary from person to person and culture to culture?

These are just some of the questions that this book will 

explore.  We  will  begin  by  examining  the  nature  of 

morality  itself,  asking  what  it  means  to  say  that 

something  is  right  or  wrong.  We  will  then  consider 
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some of the most influential moral theories that have 

been  proposed  over  the  centuries,  including 

deontology,  consequentialism,  and  virtue  ethics. 

Finally, we will apply these theories to a variety of real-

world ethical dilemmas, such as abortion, euthanasia, 

and the death penalty.

Along the way, we will also explore the role that ethics 

plays in our everyday lives. How do we make ethical 

decisions? What are the challenges we face in trying to 

live ethical lives? And what are the rewards of living 

ethically?

This book is intended for anyone who is interested in 

learning more about ethics. Whether you are a student, 

a professional, or simply someone who is curious about 

the world around you, this book will provide you with 

the tools you need to think critically about moral issues 

and make informed decisions about how to live your 

life.
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Ethics  is  not  just  about  following  rules  or  avoiding 

punishment. It is about living a good life, a life that is 

meaningful  and fulfilling.  It  is  about  making choices 

that are not only in our own best interests but also in 

the best interests of others. It is about striving to create 

a better world for ourselves and for future generations.

In this book, we will explore the foundations of ethics, 

the different ethical theories that have been proposed, 

and the application of  ethics  to real-world problems. 

We will also consider the role that ethics plays in our 

personal lives and how we can live more ethical lives.

Whether you are a student,  a professional,  or simply 

someone  who  is  interested  in  learning  more  about 

ethics,  this  book will  provide you with the tools  you 

need to think critically about moral issues and make 

informed decisions about how to live your life.

3



Book Description

In  this  thought-provoking  and  accessible  book, 

Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey through 

the  fascinating  world  of  ethics.  From  the  nature  of 

morality itself to the application of ethical theories to 

real-world  problems,  this  book  provides  a 

comprehensive and engaging exploration of one of the 

most  important  and  enduring  questions  of  human 

existence: how should we live?

Drawing on a wide range of philosophical and ethical 

traditions,  Pasquale  De  Marco  offers  a  clear  and 

concise  explanation  of  the  major  ethical  theories, 

including  deontology,  consequentialism,  and  virtue 

ethics. The book also explores the role that ethics plays 

in our personal lives, our relationships with others, and 

our  responsibilities  to  the  environment  and  future 

generations.
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With its clear writing style and engaging examples, this 

book is perfect for anyone who wants to learn more 

about ethics. Whether you are a student, a professional, 

or  simply  someone  who  is  curious  about  the  world 

around you, this book will provide you with the tools 

you  need  to  think  critically  about  moral  issues  and 

make informed decisions about how to live your life.

This book is not just a theoretical exploration of ethics. 

It is also a practical guide to living a more ethical life. 

Pasquale De Marco offers concrete advice on how to 

make  ethical  decisions  in  difficult  situations,  how  to 

resolve conflicts peacefully, and how to create a more 

just and compassionate world.

This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to live 

a more meaningful and fulfilling life. It is a book that 

will  challenge  your  assumptions,  expand  your 

horizons, and inspire you to make a difference in the 

world.
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In From Right to Wrong: The Ethics of  Morality,  you 

will find:

 A  clear  and  concise  explanation  of  the  major 

ethical theories

 Engaging examples of  how ethical  theories can 

be applied to real-world problems

 Practical  advice  on  how  to  make  ethical 

decisions in difficult situations

 A deeper  understanding of  the role  that  ethics 

plays  in  your personal  life  and in  society  as  a 

whole
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 Chapter 1: What is Ethics

 Topic 1: Defining Ethics

Ethics  is  the  branch  of  philosophy  that  deals  with 

questions of morality. It is concerned with what is right 

and wrong, good and bad, and just and unjust. Ethics 

seeks  to  provide  a  framework  for  moral  decision-

making, and to help us understand the nature of moral 

values.

Defining ethics is a complex task, as there is no single 

definition  that  is  universally  agreed  upon.  However, 

one way to define ethics is to say that it is the study of 

human  behavior  insofar  as  it  is  subject  to  moral 

evaluation. In other words, ethics is concerned with the 

choices that we make and the actions that we take, and 

how these choices and actions are judged by others.

Another  way  to  define  ethics  is  to  say  that  it  is  the 

search for the good life. Ethics is concerned with how 

we should live our lives in order to achieve happiness 
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and  fulfillment.  This  definition  of  ethics  is  more 

subjective  than  the  first  one,  as  it  depends  on  our 

individual values and beliefs.

Regardless of how we define it, ethics is an important 

part  of  human life.  It  helps us  to  make sense of  the 

world around us, and to live our lives in a way that is 

meaningful and fulfilling.

The Scope of Ethics

Ethics  is  a  broad  and  complex  field  of  study.  It 

encompasses a wide range of topics, including:

 The nature of morality

 The different ethical theories

 The application of ethics to real-world problems

 The role of ethics in personal life

 The role of ethics in society

Ethics is a challenging and rewarding field of study. It 

can help us to understand the world around us, to live 
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our lives  in  a  more meaningful  way,  and to  make a 

positive contribution to society.

The Importance of Ethics

Ethics is  important for a number of reasons.  First,  it 

helps us to make sense of the world around us. Ethics 

provides  us  with  a  framework  for  understanding 

human  behavior  and  for  making  moral  judgments. 

Second,  ethics  helps  us  to  live  our  lives  in  a  more 

meaningful  way.  By  reflecting  on  our  values  and 

beliefs, we can make choices that are consistent with 

our  goals  and  aspirations.  Third,  ethics  helps  us  to 

make  a  positive  contribution  to  society.  By  acting 

ethically, we can create a more just and compassionate 

world.
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Chapter 1: What is Ethics

Topic 2: Moral Theories

Moral theories are frameworks for understanding and 

evaluating moral judgments and actions. They provide 

a systematic way of thinking about what is right and 

wrong, good and bad. There are many different moral 

theories, each with its own strengths and weaknesses.

One  of  the  most  influential  moral  theories  is 

deontology. Deontology is the view that the rightness or 

wrongness  of  an  action  is  determined  solely  by  its 

adherence to a set of rules or principles. According to 

deontologists,  it  is  always wrong to  lie,  even if  lying 

would produce good consequences.

Another  major  moral  theory  is  consequentialism. 

Consequentialism  is  the  view  that  the  rightness  or 

wrongness  of  an  action  is  determined  solely  by  its 

consequences.  According  to  consequentialists,  it  is 

always  right  to  do  the  action that  produces  the  best 
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overall consequences, even if that action violates some 

moral rule.

A  third  major  moral  theory  is  virtue  ethics.  Virtue 

ethics is the view that the rightness or wrongness of an 

action  is  determined  by  the  character  of  the  person 

who performs it. According to virtue ethicists, a good 

person is someone who possesses a set of virtues, such 

as courage, honesty, and justice.

These  are  just  three  of  the  many  different  moral 

theories that have been proposed over the centuries. 

Each theory has its own unique insights into the nature 

of morality. By studying moral theories, we can gain a 

deeper understanding of the different ways that people 

think about right and wrong.

In addition to the three major moral theories discussed 

above, there are many other moral theories that have 

been proposed. Some of these theories include:
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 Natural  law  theory:  The  view  that  there  are 

moral laws that are discoverable through reason 

and observation of the natural world.

 Divine  command  theory:  The  view  that  moral 

laws are commands from God.

 Social contract theory: The view that moral laws 

are agreements that we make with each other in 

order  to  live  together  in  a  just  and  orderly 

society.

 Feminist ethics: A moral theory that focuses on 

the experiences and perspectives of women.

 Care ethics: A moral theory that emphasizes the 

importance of caring for others.

Each  of  these  moral  theories  has  its  own  unique 

strengths  and  weaknesses.  There  is  no  one  moral 

theory that is  universally accepted as being the best. 

However, by studying different moral theories, we can 

gain a deeper understanding of the different ways that 

people think about right and wrong.
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Chapter 1: What is Ethics

Topic 3: Ethical Dilemmas

Ethical dilemmas are situations in which we are faced 

with a  choice  between two or  more actions,  each of 

which  has  morally  significant  consequences.  These 

dilemmas can be very challenging, as there is often no 

easy or clear-cut answer.

One  common type  of  ethical  dilemma is  the  conflict 

between  our  personal  interests  and  the  interests  of 

others. For example, we may be faced with the decision 

of whether to tell  the truth, even if  it  means hurting 

someone's feelings, or whether to keep a promise, even 

if it means breaking the law.

Another common type of ethical dilemma is the conflict 

between two moral principles. For example, we may be 

faced with the decision of whether to save one person's 

life at the expense of another person's life, or whether 

to tell the truth, even if it means breaking a promise.
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Ethical dilemmas can be very difficult to resolve, and 

there is often no easy or clear-cut answer. However, by 

carefully considering the relevant factors and applying 

ethical  principles,  we  can  make  the  best  decision 

possible.

Here are some examples of ethical dilemmas:

 A doctor is faced with the decision of whether to 

tell  a  patient  that  they have a terminal  illness, 

even if  it  means causing the patient  emotional 

distress.

 A lawyer is faced with the decision of whether to 

defend  a  client  who  they  know  is  guilty,  or 

whether to withdraw from the case.

 A politician is faced with the decision of whether 

to support a policy that they know will  benefit 

their  constituents,  but  which  will  also  harm 

people in other parts of the country.

 A businessperson is  faced with  the  decision of 

whether to lay off workers in order to save the 
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company money, or whether to keep the workers 

employed, even if it means losing money.

These  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the  many  ethical 

dilemmas that we may face in our lives. By carefully 

considering the relevant  factors  and applying ethical 

principles, we can make the best decision possible.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: What is Ethics? * Topic 1: Defining Ethics * 

Topic 2: Moral Theories * Topic 3: Ethical Dilemmas * 

Topic 4: The Importance of Ethics * Topic 5: Ethics in 

Everyday Life

Chapter 2: The Nature of Morality * Topic 1: Moral 

Facts  *  Topic  2:  Moral  Relativism  *  Topic  3:  Moral 

Skepticism * Topic 4: The Evolution of Morality * Topic 

5: The Biological Basis of Morality

Chapter 3: Normative Ethics * Topic 1: Deontology * 

Topic  2:  Consequentialism  *  Topic  3:  Virtue  Ethics  * 

Topic 4: Care Ethics * Topic 5: Justice

Chapter 4: Applied Ethics * Topic 1: Bioethics * Topic 

2:  Environmental  Ethics  *  Topic  3:  Business  Ethics  * 

Topic 4: Political Ethics * Topic 5: Media Ethics

Chapter 5:  Ethics in the Digital  Age *  Topic 1:  The 

Ethics of Artificial Intelligence * Topic 2: The Ethics of 

Social  Media *  Topic  3:  The Ethics  of  Data Privacy * 

17



Topic  4:  The  Ethics  of  Cybersecurity  *  Topic  5:  The 

Ethics of Online Hate Speech

Chapter 6: Ethics and the Future * Topic 1: The Ethics 

of  Climate  Change  *  Topic  2:  The  Ethics  of  Genetic 

Engineering * Topic 3: The Ethics of Space Exploration 

* Topic 4: The Ethics of Transhumanism * Topic 5: The 

Ethics of Immortality

Chapter  7:  Ethical  Decision-Making *  Topic  1:  The 

Process  of  Ethical  Decision-Making *  Topic  2:  Ethical 

Frameworks * Topic 3: The Role of Emotions in Ethical 

Decision-Making * Topic 4: The Importance of Ethical 

Leadership * Topic 5: The Ethics of Whistleblowing

Chapter 8: Ethics in Education * Topic 1: The Role of 

Ethics  in  Education  *  Topic  2:  Teaching  Ethics  in 

Schools * Topic 3: The Importance of Ethical Education 

for  Children *  Topic  4:  The Role  of  Ethics  in  Higher 

Education * Topic 5: The Ethics of Academic Research

18



Chapter  9:  Ethics  in  the Workplace *  Topic  1:  The 

Importance  of  Ethics  in  the  Workplace  *  Topic  2: 

Ethical Issues in the Workplace * Topic 3: The Role of 

Ethics in Leadership * Topic 4: The Ethics of Teamwork 

* Topic 5: The Ethics of Employee Rights

Chapter  10:  Ethics  and  Happiness *  Topic  1:  The 

Relationship Between Ethics and Happiness * Topic 2: 

The Importance of Ethical Living * Topic 3: The Role of 

Ethics in Achieving Eudaimonia * Topic 4: The Ethics of 

Altruism * Topic 5: The Ethics of Forgiveness 

19



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

20


	From Right to Wrong: The Ethics of Morality
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: What is Ethics
	Topic 1: Defining Ethics

	Chapter 1: What is Ethics
	Topic 2: Moral Theories

	Chapter 1: What is Ethics
	Topic 3: Ethical Dilemmas

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

