Funding First: Investing in Quality

Education for All

Introduction

The future of America depends on the quality of its
education system. In a rapidly changing world, our
children need the skills and knowledge to compete in
the global economy and to be active and informed
citizens. However, our education system is facing a

number of challenges, including:

e Inequity: Our schools are funded inequitably,
leading to disparities in resources and outcomes
for students from different backgrounds.

e Inadequate funding: Our schools are
chronically underfunded, which leads to
overcrowded classrooms, a shortage of qualified

teachers, and a lack of essential resources.



¢ QOutdated curriculum: Our curriculum is often
outdated and does not reflect the skills and
knowledge that students need to succeed in the

21st century.

e Ineffective teaching: Some teachers are not
using effective teaching methods, which can lead
to students falling behind.

e Lack of accountability: Our schools are not held
accountable for the results they achieve, which
can lead to complacency and a lack of

improvement.

These challenges are serious, but they can be
overcome. By working together, we can create a world-
class education system that prepares all of our children

for success.

This book is a call to action for everyone who cares
about the future of American education. It is time for

us to demand better for our children. It is time for us to



invest in our schools and ensure that every child has

the opportunity to succeed.

In this book, we will explore the challenges facing
American education and propose solutions for
overcoming them. We will discuss the importance of
early childhood education, the need for school choice,
the role of technology in education, and the importance
of accountability. We will also hear from educators,
parents, and students who are working to make a

difference in our schools.

We believe that all children can learn and succeed,
regardless of their background or circumstances. We
believe that our schools can be places where all
children are challenged, supported, and inspired. We
believe that a high-quality education is the key to a

better future for all of us.



Book Description

In Funding First: Investing in Quality Education for All,
education expert Pasquale De Marco delivers a
comprehensive and solutions-oriented look at the

challenges facing American education today.

From inequitable funding to inadequate resources,
outdated curriculum to ineffective teaching, Pasquale
De Marco pulls no punches in identifying the problems
that are holding our schools back. But this book is not
just a laundry list of problems—it's a call to action for
everyone who cares about the future of American

education.

Pasquale De Marco argues that we need to invest in our
schools and ensure that every child has the opportunity
to succeed. This means providing all students with
access to high-quality early childhood education,

expanding school choice, using technology to



personalize learning, and holding schools accountable

for the results they achieve.

Pasquale De Marco also highlights the importance of
community involvement in education. He argues that
parents, businesses, and community organizations all
have a role to play in ensuring that our schools are

successful.

Funding First is an essential read for anyone who cares
about the future of American education. It is a clarion
call for action, a roadmap for reform, and a source of

hope for a brighter future for our children.
In this book, you'll discover:

e The challenges facing American education today
e The solutions to these challenges

e The importance of early childhood education

e The need for school choice

e The role of technology in education

e The importance of accountability



e How parents, businesses, and community

organizations can get involved in education

Funding First is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the challenges facing American education
and the solutions that are needed to create a world-

class education system for all of our children.



Chapter 1: The Education Imperative

The Importance of Education in the 21st

Century

In the 21st century, education is more important than
ever before. The world is changing rapidly, and the
skills and knowledge that were once sufficient for
success are no longer enough. Today's students need to
be prepared for a world of constant change, where they
will need to be able to learn new things quickly and

adapt to new situations.

Education is the key to unlocking a brighter future for
all. It is the foundation for economic opportunity, social
mobility, and personal fulfillment. Education helps
people develop the skills they need to get good jobs,
earn higher wages, and contribute to their
communities. It also helps people live healthier lives,
make informed decisions, and be active and engaged

citizens.



In a world that is increasingly interconnected,
education is also essential for promoting
understanding and cooperation between people from
different cultures. Education can help people learn
about different perspectives and appreciate different
ways of life. It can also help people develop the skills
they need to resolve conflicts peacefully and work

together to solve common problems.

For all of these reasons, education is the most
important investment we can make in our children and

our future.
The Benefits of Education

The benefits of education are numerous and far-

reaching. For individuals, education can lead to:

e Higher earnings: On average, people with more
education earn more money than those with less

education.



e Better jobs: Education opens up more job
opportunities and allows people to get better jobs
with more responsibility and higher pay.

e Improved health: Education can help people live
healthier lives by teaching them about nutrition,
exercise, and disease prevention.

e Greater civic engagement: Education helps
people become more informed and active
citizens. They are more likely to vote, volunteer,
and participate in other civic activities.

e Increased social mobility: Education can help
people move up the social ladder and achieve

their goals.
For society as a whole, education can lead to:

e A more prosperous economy: Education helps
create a more skilled workforce, which leads to

higher productivity and economic growth.



e A more just and equitable society: Education can
help reduce poverty and inequality by giving
people the skills they need to succeed.

e A more democratic society: Education helps
people develop the skills they need to participate
in democracy, such as critical thinking, problem-
solving, and communication.

e A more peaceful world: Education can help
promote understanding and cooperation

between people from different cultures.
The Importance of Education for All

Every child deserves a quality education, regardless of
their background or circumstances. Unfortunately, not
all children have access to the same educational
opportunities. Some children are born into poverty,
which can make it difficult for them to get a good
education. Others live in rural areas, where schools

may be underfunded and understaffed. Still others
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have disabilities that make it difficult for them to learn

in a traditional school setting.

We need to do more to ensure that all children have
access to a quality education. This means investing in
early childhood education, expanding school choice,
and providing more support for students with
disabilities. We also need to hold schools accountable

for the results they achieve.

Every child has the potential to succeed, but they need
the right opportunities to do so. Education is the key to

unlocking that potential.
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Chapter 1: The Education Imperative

The Role of Education in Society

Education is the foundation of a strong and prosperous
society. It is the key to unlocking human potential and
creating a better future for all. Education provides
individuals with the knowledge, skills, and values they
need to succeed in life and contribute to their

communities.

Education has a number of important roles in

society:

e Education prepares individuals for the
workforce. It provides them with the skills and
knowledge they need to get a job and be
successful in their chosen field. Education also
helps individuals develop the critical thinking
and problem-solving skills they need to adapt to

a changing economy.
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Education promotes social mobility. It gives
individuals from all backgrounds the
opportunity to improve their lives and achieve
their goals. Education helps to break down
barriers and create a more just and equitable
society.

Education fosters civic engagement. It teaches
individuals about their rights and
responsibilities as citizens. Education also helps
individuals develop the skills they need to
participate in the democratic process and make a
difference in their communities.

Education promotes personal development. It
helps individuals develop their intellectual,
emotional, and social skills. Education also helps
individuals to learn about themselves and their
place in the world.

Education promotes cultural understanding.
It teaches individuals about different cultures

and perspectives. Education also helps
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individuals to  develop empathy and

understanding for people from all walks of life.

In short, education is essential for creating a better
future for all. It is the key to unlocking human potential

and creating a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: The Education Imperative

The Challenges Facing American Education

American education is facing a number of challenges,

including:

Inequity: Our schools are funded inequitably,
leading to disparities in resources and outcomes

for students from different backgrounds.

Inadequate funding: Our schools are
chronically underfunded, which leads to
overcrowded classrooms, a shortage of qualified
teachers, and a lack of essential resources.
Outdated curriculum: Our curriculum is often
outdated and does not reflect the skills and
knowledge that students need to succeed in the
21st century.

Ineffective teaching: Some teachers are not
using effective teaching methods, which can lead

to students falling behind.
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e Lack of accountability: Our schools are not held
accountable for the results they achieve, which
can lead to complacency and a lack of

improvement.

These challenges are serious, but they can be
overcome. By working together, we can create a world-
class education system that prepares all of our children

for success.
Inequity

Inequity is a major challenge facing American
education. Our schools are funded inequitably, leading
to disparities in resources and outcomes for students
from different backgrounds. For example, a study by
the Center for American Progress found that in 2016,
the average per-pupil spending in the wealthiest school
districts was more than twice the average per-pupil
spending in the poorest school districts. This inequity
in funding leads to disparities in resources, such as the

number of qualified teachers, the availability of up-to-
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date textbooks and technology, and the condition of

school facilities.
Inadequate funding

American schools are chronically underfunded. This is
a major challenge that makes it difficult for schools to
provide students with the resources they need to
succeed. The National Education Association estimates
that the average per-pupil spending in the United States
is about $12,000 per year. However, this number varies
widely from state to state, and some states spend much
less than this. For example, in 2016, Mississippi spent
only about $8,000 per pupil, while New York spent
about $20,000 per pupil.

Outdated curriculum

The American education curriculum is often outdated
and does not reflect the skills and knowledge that
students need to succeed in the 21st century. For

example, a study by the National Center for Education
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Statistics found that in 2012, only 38% of eighth-graders
were proficient in math and only 37% were proficient
in reading. This is a major problem, as students who
are not proficient in these subjects are less likely to

graduate from high school and go on to college.
Ineffective teaching

Some teachers are not wusing effective teaching
methods, which can lead to students falling behind. For
example, a study by the National Bureau of Economic
Research found that students who were taught by
inexperienced teachers were more likely to fall behind
in math and reading. This is a major problem, as it
means that some students are not getting the quality of

education that they deserve.
Lack of accountability

American schools are not held accountable for the
results they achieve. This is a major challenge that

makes it difficult to improve the quality of education.
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For example, a study by the Center for American
Progress found that in 2016, only 13 states had a system
of accountability that met all of the criteria for a strong
system. This means that in most states, schools are not
held accountable for the results they achieve, which

can lead to complacency and a lack of improvement.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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