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Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a lifelong resident of the San Juan 

Capistrano  area,  has  written  Georgetown  -  San  Juan 

Capistrano - Northwest San Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of 

The  Past  to  share  his  love  of  the  community  with 

others.  This  comprehensive  guide  to  San  Juan 

Capistrano,  Northwest  San  Juan  Capistrano,  and  the 

surrounding area is  packed with  information on the 

history, culture, and attractions of the region.

Whether  you're  a  first-time  visitor  or  a  long-time 

resident, Georgetown - San Juan Capistrano - Northwest 

San Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of The Past is the perfect 
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way  to  learn  more  about  this  vibrant  and  historic 

community.

San Juan Capistrano is a city with a rich and diverse 

history. It was founded in 1776 by Spanish missionaries 

and was once part of Mexico before becoming part of 

the  United States  in  1848.  The city  is  home to  many 

historic  buildings  and  landmarks,  including  Mission 

San Juan Capistrano, the Los Rios Historic District, and 

the Forster Ranch Historic District.

Northwest San Juan Capistrano is a newer part of the 

city, but it has its own unique history and culture. It is 

home to many beautiful homes and businesses, as well 

as several parks and recreation areas.

The San Juan Capistrano area is also home to a variety 

of attractions, including the San Juan Capistrano Train 

Depot, the Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park, and the 

San  Juan  Hills  Golf  Club.  These  attractions  offer 

something for everyone, from history buffs to outdoor 

enthusiasts to golfers.
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Georgetown  -  San  Juan  Capistrano  -  Northwest  San 

Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of The Past is the perfect guide 

to  help you explore all  that  the San Juan Capistrano 

area has to offer. With its comprehensive coverage of 

the history, culture, and attractions of the region, this 

book is  a  must-have for  anyone who wants  to  learn 

more about this vibrant and historic community.
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Book Description

Georgetown - San Juan Capistrano - Northwest San 

Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of The Past is the definitive 

guide to San Juan Capistrano, Northwest San Juan 

Capistrano, and the surrounding area.

This  comprehensive  guidebook  is  packed  with 

information on the history, culture, and attractions of 

the region. Whether you're a first-time visitor or a long-

time  resident,  Georgetown  -  San  Juan  Capistrano  - 

Northwest San Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of The Past is 

the perfect way to learn more about this vibrant and 

historic community.

San Juan Capistrano is a city with a rich and diverse 

history. It  was  founded  in  1776  by  Spanish 

missionaries  and  was  once  part  of  Mexico  before 

becoming part of the United States in 1848. The city is 

home  to  many  historic  buildings  and  landmarks, 

including  Mission  San  Juan  Capistrano,  the  Los  Rios 
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Historic  District,  and  the  Forster  Ranch  Historic 

District.

Northwest San Juan Capistrano is a newer part of 

the  city,  but  it  has  its  own  unique  history  and 

culture. It  is  home  to  many  beautiful  homes  and 

businesses,  as  well  as  several  parks  and  recreation 

areas.

The  San  Juan  Capistrano  area  is  also  home  to  a 

variety  of  attractions,  including  the  San  Juan 

Capistrano Train Depot,  the Rancho Mission Viejo 

Riding Park, and the San Juan Hills Golf Club. These 

attractions offer something for everyone, from history 

buffs to outdoor enthusiasts to golfers.

Georgetown - San Juan Capistrano - Northwest San 

Juan Capistrano: A Tale Of The Past is the perfect 

guide  to  help  you  explore  all  that  the  San  Juan 

Capistrano area has to offer. With its comprehensive 

coverage of the history, culture, and attractions of the 

region, this book is a must-have for anyone who wants 
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to  learn  more  about  this  vibrant  and  historic 

community.

Pasquale De Marco,  a  lifelong resident of  the San 

Juan Capistrano area, has written Georgetown - San 

Juan Capistrano - Northwest San Juan Capistrano: A 

Tale Of The Past to share his love of the community 

with others. This book is the culmination of years of 

research and writing, and it is filled with the author's 

personal insights and anecdotes. 
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Chapter 1: The Capistrano Valley

The Native American Heritage

Before the arrival of Europeans, the Capistrano Valley 

was home to the Acjachemen people. The Acjachemen 

were a Native American tribe who lived in the area for 

thousands  of  years.  They  were  skilled  hunters  and 

gatherers,  and  they  developed  a  complex  system  of 

beliefs and traditions.

The Acjachemen lived in small villages throughout the 

Capistrano Valley. They built their homes out of wood 

and thatch, and they grew crops such as corn, beans, 

and squash. They also hunted deer, rabbits, and other 

animals.

The Acjachemen were a peaceful people, but they were 

also  fierce  warriors.  They  defended  their  land  from 

other tribes, and they fought against the Spanish when 

they arrived in the area.
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The  Spanish  eventually  conquered  the  Acjachemen, 

and they forced them to  convert  to  Christianity.  The 

Acjachemen were also forced to work on the Spanish 

missions.

Despite  the  hardships  they  faced,  the  Acjachemen 

people  have  survived.  Today,  there  are  several 

Acjachemen communities in the Capistrano Valley. The 

Acjachemen  are  proud  of  their  heritage,  and  they 

continue  to  practice  their  traditional  beliefs  and 

customs.

The  Acjachemen  people  have  made  a  significant 

contribution  to  the  history  of  the  Capistrano  Valley. 

They were the first people to live in the area, and they 

developed a rich and complex culture. The Acjachemen 

are  an  important  part  of  the  community  today,  and 

they continue to share their culture with others.
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Chapter 1: The Capistrano Valley

The Spanish Land Grant Era

The  Spanish  Land  Grant  Era  in  California  began  in 

1769,  when  the  Spanish  government  began  granting 

land to settlers in order to encourage colonization. The 

grants were typically large, ranging in size from a few 

hundred to several thousand acres. They were usually 

given  to  individuals  who  had  served  in  the  Spanish 

military  or  who  had  otherwise  contributed  to  the 

development of the colony.

The Spanish Land Grant Era had a profound impact on 

the  development  of  California.  The  grants  led  to  the 

establishment of many new settlements and the growth 

of  the  cattle  industry.  They  also  contributed  to  the 

development of a distinct Californio culture.

The Californios were a mix of Spanish, Mexican, and 

Native American ancestry. They had their own unique 

language, customs, and traditions. The Californios were 
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skilled  horsemen  and  ranchers,  and  they  played  a 

major role in the development of the California cattle 

industry.

The Spanish Land Grant Era came to an end in 1848, 

when California became a part of the United States. The 

United States government recognized the validity of the 

Spanish  land  grants,  but  it  also  imposed  new 

restrictions on the size and use of the grants.

The  Spanish  Land Grant  Era  left  a  lasting  legacy  on 

California. The grants led to the establishment of many 

of the state's cities and towns, and they contributed to 

the development of the state's unique culture.

The Capistrano Valley

The  Capistrano  Valley  was  one  of  the  first  areas  in 

California to  be granted to  Spanish settlers.  The first 

grant  was  made  in  1776  to  Mission  San  Juan 

Capistrano.  The  mission  was  founded  by  Father 
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Junipero Serra, and it quickly became one of the most 

important missions in California.

The mission was granted a large tract of land, which 

included  most  of  the  Capistrano  Valley.  The  mission 

used the land to  raise  cattle  and to  grow crops.  The 

mission also built a number of buildings, including a 

church, a school, and a hospital.

The  Capistrano  Valley  was  a  popular  destination  for 

Spanish  settlers.  The  valley  was  fertile  and  well-

watered,  and it  was  also  close  to  the  mission.  Many 

settlers built homes and ranches in the valley, and they 

raised cattle and grew crops.

The Capistrano Valley remained a Spanish settlement 

until 1848, when California became a part of the United 

States.  The  United  States  government  recognized  the 

validity of the mission's land grant, but it also imposed 

new restrictions on the size and use of the grant.
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The  Capistrano  Valley  is  now  a  vibrant  and  diverse 

community.  It  is  home  to  a  mix  of  residential, 

commercial,  and agricultural  uses.  The valley  is  also 

home  to  a  number  of  historic  landmarks,  including 

Mission San Juan Capistrano and the Los Rios Historic 

District.
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Chapter 1: The Capistrano Valley

The Founding of Mission San Juan Capistrano

The  San  Juan  Capistrano  Mission  was  founded  on 

November 1, 1776, by Father Junípero Serra, a Spanish 

Franciscan missionary.  The mission was named after 

Saint  John of  Capistrano,  an Italian Franciscan friar. 

The  mission  was  founded  as  part  of  the  Spanish 

colonization of California.

The mission was built on the site of a Native American 

village. The Native Americans were initially hostile to 

the  missionaries,  but  they  eventually  converted  to 

Christianity.

The mission grew rapidly in the early years. By 1800, it 

had a population of over 1,000 Native Americans. The 

mission  was  also  a  major  economic  center.  It  had  a 

large  herd  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and  it  produced  a 

variety of agricultural products.
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The mission began to decline in the early 19th century. 

The  Native  American  population  was  decimated  by 

disease,  and  the  mission  was  attacked  by  Mexican 

raiders.  In  1834,  the  mission was  secularized  by  the 

Mexican government. The mission was abandoned, and 

the buildings fell into disrepair.

In the early 20th century, the mission was restored by 

Father  St.  John  O'Sullivan.  The  mission  is  now  a 

National Historic Landmark, and it is one of the most 

popular tourist attractions in Orange County.

The  founding  of  Mission  San  Juan  Capistrano  was  a 

major event in the history of  California.  The mission 

played an important role in the Spanish colonization of 

California, and it was a major center of religious and 

economic activity in the early years of the state.  The 

mission is now a National Historic Landmark, and it is 

one of the most popular tourist attractions in Orange 

County.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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