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Participation

Introduction

Asian Americans are the fastest-growing racial  group 

in the United States, and their political participation is 

on  the  rise.  In  2020,  a  record  number  of  Asian 

Americans voted in the presidential election, and they 

played a key role in the outcome of several key races.

This surge in Asian American political participation is a 

relatively recent phenomenon. For much of American 

history, Asian Americans were largely excluded from 

the  political  process.  They  were  denied  the  right  to 

vote,  hold  office,  or  serve  on  juries.  Even  after  they 

gained  citizenship,  they  faced  discrimination  and 

barriers to political participation.
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In recent decades, however, there has been a dramatic 

increase in Asian American political participation. This 

is  due to a number of factors,  including the growing 

number of Asian Americans in the United States,  the 

increasing educational attainment of Asian Americans, 

and the rise of Asian American political organizations.

Today, Asian Americans are one of the most politically 

active groups in the United States. They are involved in 

all  levels  of  government,  from local  school boards to 

the United States Congress.  They are also active in a 

wide  range  of  political  organizations,  from  the 

Democratic  Party  to  the  Republican  Party  to  third 

parties.

The  political  participation  of  Asian  Americans  is  a 

testament  to  their  growing  influence  in  American 

society. It is also a sign of the progress that has been 

made in the fight for civil rights for all Americans.

Topic  1:  Early  Chinese  and  Japanese  Immigration 

and Political Involvement
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The first Asian Americans to arrive in the United States 

were Chinese immigrants who came to California in the 

mid-1800s  to  work  on  the  railroads.  They  were 

followed  by  Japanese  immigrants  who  came  to  the 

United States in the early 1900s to work in agriculture 

and other industries.

These  early  Asian  American  immigrants  faced 

discrimination  and  racism,  but  they  also  began  to 

participate  in  the  political  process.  They  formed 

political  organizations  and  worked  to  improve  their 

living conditions. They also fought for the right to vote, 

and they eventually achieved citizenship in 1952.

Topic 2: The Impact of the Chinese Exclusion Act

The  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  was  a  law  passed  by  the 

United  States  Congress  in  1882  that  banned  the 

immigration of Chinese workers for ten years. The law 

was later extended several times, and it was not until 

1943 that Chinese immigrants were finally allowed to 

become naturalized citizens.
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The Chinese Exclusion Act had a devastating impact on 

the  Chinese  American community.  It  caused a  sharp 

decline  in  the  Chinese  American  population,  and  it 

made it difficult for Chinese Americans to participate in 

the political process.

Topic 3: Asian American Activism during the Civil 

Rights Era

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s was 

a  major  turning  point  for  Asian  Americans.  Asian 

Americans  participated  in  the  movement  in  large 

numbers,  and they played a key role in the fight for 

civil rights for all Americans.

Asian American activists fought for the right to vote, 

the right to equal access to education and employment, 

and the right  to be treated with dignity and respect. 

They  also  worked  to  challenge  the  model  minority 

myth, which portrayed Asian Americans as a successful 

and uncomplaining minority group.
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Topic  4:  The  Rise  of  Asian  American  Political 

Organizations

In the 1960s and 1970s, a number of Asian American 

political  organizations  were  founded.  These 

organizations  played  a  key  role  in  mobilizing  Asian 

American voters and in advocating for Asian American 

issues.

Some of the most prominent Asian American political 

organizations  include  the  Asian  American  Legal 

Defense  and Education Fund (AALDEF),  the  National 

Asian  Pacific  American  Women's  Forum  (NAPAWF), 

and the Asian American Justice Center (AAJC).

Topic  5:  The  Role  of  Transnationalism in  Shaping 

Asian American Political Identity

Transnationalism  is  a  term  used  to  describe  the 

movement of people, ideas, and goods across national 

borders. Transnationalism has played a major role in 

shaping the political identity of Asian Americans.
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Many  Asian  Americans  have  family  and  friends  in 

other countries,  and they maintain close ties to their 

home  countries.  This  transnationalism  has  led  to  a 

greater  awareness  of  global  issues  among  Asian 

Americans,  and  it  has  also  influenced  their  political 

views.
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Book Description

Understanding  Asian  American  Political 

Participation explores  the  complex  and  evolving 

landscape of Asian American political participation in 

the United States.  Drawing on historical,  sociological, 

and  political  science  research,  this  book  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  factors  that  have 

shaped Asian American political involvement, from the 

early days of Chinese and Japanese immigration to the 

present day.

Understanding  Asian  American  Political 

Participation examines the impact of race,  ethnicity, 

and  transnationalism  on  Asian  American  political 

participation. It also explores the role of socioeconomic 

factors,  such  as  education,  income,  and  language 

barriers,  in  shaping  Asian  American  political 

engagement.
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This book provides a detailed analysis of the political 

representation  of  Asian  Americans,  including  the 

challenges faced by Asian American candidates and the 

impact  of  Asian  American  representation  on 

policymaking.  It  also  examines  the  role  of  Asian 

American  political  activism,  from  grassroots 

mobilization  to  advocacy  groups,  in  shaping  the 

political landscape.

Understanding  Asian  American  Political 

Participation offers  a  nuanced understanding of  the 

electoral  process  as  it  relates  to  Asian  Americans.  It 

examines  Asian  American  voter  turnout  and 

participation  rates,  the  role  of  political  parties  in 

mobilizing Asian American voters,  and the impact of 

gerrymandering on Asian American political power.

This book also explores the policy priorities of  Asian 

American  voters  and  the  impact  of  Asian  American 

political participation on policy outcomes. It examines 

the  challenges  of  addressing  Asian  American  policy 
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concerns  and  the  role  of  Asian  American  advocacy 

groups in shaping policy.

Understanding  Asian  American  Political 

Participation concludes with a discussion of the future 

of Asian American political participation. It examines 

the changing demographics of Asian America and the 

political future of Asian Americans. It also discusses the 

challenges  and  opportunities  facing  Asian  American 

political participation and the role of Asian Americans 

in shaping the future of American democracy.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

Asian  American  politics,  race  and  ethnicity  in 

American  politics,  and  the  future  of  American 

democracy.  It  is  a  valuable  resource  for  scholars, 

students, activists, and policymakers alike.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Roots  of  Asian 

American Political Participation

Topic  1:  Early  Chinese  and  Japanese 

Immigration and Political Involvement

The first Asian Americans to arrive in the United States 

were Chinese immigrants who came to California in the 

mid-1800s  to  work  on  the  railroads.  They  were 

followed  by  Japanese  immigrants  who  came  to  the 

United States in the early 1900s to work in agriculture 

and other industries.

These  early  Asian  American  immigrants  faced 

discrimination  and  racism,  but  they  also  began  to 

participate  in  the  political  process.  They  formed 

political  organizations  and  worked  to  improve  their 

living conditions. They also fought for the right to vote, 

and they eventually achieved citizenship in 1952.
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One  of  the  earliest  Asian  American  political 

organizations  was  the  Chinese  American  Citizens 

Alliance (CACA), which was founded in San Francisco 

in  1892.  CACA  worked  to  promote  the  interests  of 

Chinese Americans and to fight against discrimination.

Another  important  Asian  American  political 

organization  was  the  Japanese  American  Citizens 

League  (JACL),  which  was  founded  in  1929.  JACL 

worked to promote the interests of Japanese Americans 

and to fight against discrimination.

These  early  Asian  American  political  organizations 

played  a  key  role  in  the  development  of  Asian 

American political participation. They helped to raise 

awareness  of  Asian American issues and to  mobilize 

Asian American voters.

In  addition  to  forming  political  organizations,  early 

Asian  American  immigrants  also  participated  in  the 

political process through other means. They served on 
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juries,  ran  for  office,  and  worked  as  political 

consultants.

For example, in 1898, Wong Chin Foo became the first 

Chinese American to be elected to a state legislature. He 

served in the California State Assembly for two terms.

Despite  the  challenges  they  faced,  early  Asian 

American  immigrants  made  significant  contributions 

to  the  development  of  American  democracy.  They 

helped to break down barriers to political participation 

and to pave the way for future generations of  Asian 

American leaders.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Roots  of  Asian 

American Political Participation

Topic 2: The Impact of the Chinese Exclusion 

Act

The  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  was  a  law  passed  by  the 

United  States  Congress  in  1882  that  banned  the 

immigration of Chinese workers for ten years. The law 

was later extended several times, and it was not until 

1943 that Chinese immigrants were finally allowed to 

become naturalized citizens.

The Chinese Exclusion Act had a devastating impact on 

the  Chinese  American community.  It  caused a  sharp 

decline  in  the  Chinese  American  population,  and  it 

made it difficult for Chinese Americans to participate in 

the political process.

One  of  the  most  significant  impacts  of  the  Chinese 

Exclusion  Act  was  that  it  prevented  Chinese 
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immigrants  from becoming  citizens.  This  meant  that 

they could not vote or hold office, and they were not 

eligible for many other rights and privileges that were 

available to naturalized citizens.

The  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  also  made  it  difficult  for 

Chinese  Americans  to  participate  in  the  political 

process in other ways. For example, it prevented them 

from serving on juries, and it made it difficult for them 

to organize politically.

The Chinese Exclusion Act was eventually repealed in 

1943, but its legacy continues to this day. The law had a 

profound impact on the Chinese American community, 

and it shaped the way that Asian Americans participate 

in the political process.

Impact on Chinese American Immigration

The Chinese Exclusion Act had a devastating impact on 

Chinese American immigration. The number of Chinese 

immigrants coming to the United States dropped from 
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over  100,000  per  year  in  the  1880s  to  just  a  few 

thousand per year in the 1890s.

The Chinese Exclusion Act also led to the creation of a 

large  population  of  undocumented  Chinese 

immigrants.  Many  Chinese  immigrants  who  were 

already in the United States when the law was passed 

chose to stay in the country illegally rather than return 

to China.

The  undocumented  Chinese  immigrant  population 

grew rapidly in the years after the Chinese Exclusion 

Act  was  passed.  By  the  early  1900s,  there  were  an 

estimated 100,000 undocumented Chinese immigrants 

living in the United States.

The  undocumented  Chinese  immigrant  population 

faced many challenges. They were often exploited by 

employers  and landlords,  and they  lived  in  constant 

fear of being deported.
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The Chinese Exclusion Act was finally repealed in 1943, 

but  its  legacy  continues  to  this  day.  The  law  had  a 

profound impact on the Chinese American community, 

and it shaped the way that Asian Americans participate 

in the political process.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Roots  of  Asian 

American Political Participation

Topic 3: Asian American Activism during the 

Civil Rights Era

Asian Americans played a significant role in the Civil 

Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. They fought 

for  their  own  rights  as  well  as  the  rights  of  all 

Americans.

One of the most important Asian American civil rights 

organizations  was  the  Japanese  American  Citizens 

League (JACL). The JACL was founded in 1929 to fight 

for the rights of Japanese Americans. During the Civil 

Rights  Movement,  the  JACL  worked  to  desegregate 

schools  and  public  accommodations,  and  to  end 

discrimination  against  Asian  Americans  in 

employment and housing.
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Another  important  Asian  American  civil  rights 

organization was the Asian American Political Alliance 

(AAPA). The AAPA was founded in 1968 to fight for the 

rights  of  all  Asian  Americans.  The  AAPA  worked  to 

increase  Asian  American  voter  registration  and 

turnout, and to advocate for Asian American issues.

Asian Americans also participated in the Civil  Rights 

Movement  through  protests  and  demonstrations.  In 

1963,  a  group  of  Asian  American  students  from  the 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  participated in the 

March  on  Washington  for  Jobs  and  Freedom.  The 

students  carried  signs  that  said  "End  Discrimination 

Against Asian Americans" and "We Are All Americans."

Asian  Americans  also  participated  in  the  Selma  to 

Montgomery  marches  in  1965.  The  marches  were 

organized  to  protest  the  denial  of  voting  rights  to 

African Americans in Alabama. Asian Americans from 

all over the country came to Selma to participate in the 

marches.
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The Civil Rights Movement was a major turning point 

for Asian Americans.  It  helped to raise awareness of 

the discrimination that Asian Americans faced, and it 

inspired Asian Americans to fight for their rights. The 

Civil Rights Movement also helped to build a sense of 

solidarity  among  Asian  Americans,  and  it  laid  the 

foundation for the Asian American political movement.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

26


	Understanding Asian American Political Participation
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Historical Roots of Asian American Political Participation
	Topic 1: Early Chinese and Japanese Immigration and Political Involvement

	Chapter 1: Historical Roots of Asian American Political Participation
	Topic 2: The Impact of the Chinese Exclusion Act

	Chapter 1: Historical Roots of Asian American Political Participation
	Topic 3: Asian American Activism during the Civil Rights Era

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

