
Mende for All: A Step-by-Step Guide to 

the Mende Language

Introduction

Welcome to Mende for All, your comprehensive guide 

to  mastering  the  Mende language!  Whether  you're  a 

complete beginner or looking to enhance your existing 

knowledge,  this  book  provides  a  structured  and 

accessible approach to learning Mende.

Mende is a vibrant and expressive language spoken by 

millions of  people in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  It's  a 

tonal language,  meaning that the pitch of  your voice 

can change the meaning of a word. Don't worry though, 

we'll  guide  you  through  the  basics  of  Mende 

pronunciation and grammar, making it easy for you to 

start speaking with confidence.
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Throughout  this  book,  we'll  cover  a  wide  range  of 

topics  essential  for  everyday  communication.  From 

greetings  and  introductions  to  daily  activities  and 

cultural customs, you'll gain a practical understanding 

of the language. We'll  also delve into more advanced 

grammar structures, idioms, and proverbs, so you can 

express yourself fluently and effectively.

Whether  you're  planning  a  trip  to  Sierra  Leone  or 

Liberia, connecting with Mende-speaking communities, 

or  simply  want  to  expand  your  linguistic  horizons, 

Mende  for  All  is  your  ultimate  resource.  With  clear 

explanations,  engaging  exercises,  and  a  focus  on 

practical  application,  this  book will  empower  you to 

communicate confidently in Mende.

So, let's dive into the rich and vibrant world of Mende! 

With  each  chapter,  you'll  expand  your  vocabulary, 

improve  your  grammar,  and  gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  Mende  culture.  Whether  you're  a 
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student, a traveler, or a language enthusiast, Mende for 

All will guide you on your journey to fluency.
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Book Description

Unlock  the  beauty  and  expressiveness  of  the  Mende 

language  with  Mende  for  All,  your  comprehensive 

guide to fluency. This book is meticulously designed for 

learners  of  all  levels,  whether  you're  a  complete 

beginner  or  looking  to  enhance  your  existing 

knowledge.

Through a structured and accessible approach, Mende 

for  All  takes  you on a  journey through the essential 

elements  of  the  language.  From  the  basics  of 

pronunciation  and  grammar  to  everyday  vocabulary 

and  cultural  nuances,  you'll  gain  a  practical 

understanding  of  Mende  that  will  empower  you  to 

communicate confidently.

Inside this book, you'll find:

 A thorough introduction to Mende pronunciation 

and grammar
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 Engaging  lessons  covering  a  wide  range  of 

everyday topics

 In-depth  explanations  of  advanced  grammar 

structures, idioms, and proverbs

 Cultural  insights  to  help  you  understand  the 

context and usage of the language

 Practical  exercises  and  activities  to  reinforce 

your learning

Whether  you're  planning  a  trip  to  Sierra  Leone  or 

Liberia, connecting with Mende-speaking communities, 

or  simply  want  to  expand  your  linguistic  horizons, 

Mende for All is your ultimate resource. With its clear 

explanations, engaging content, and focus on practical 

application, this book will guide you every step of the 

way to fluency.

Join the thousands of learners who have discovered the 

joy of speaking Mende. With Mende for All, you'll not 

only  master  the  language  but  also  gain  a  deeper 
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appreciation for the rich cultural heritage of the Mende 

people.

Start your Mende-learning journey today and unlock a 

world of communication and connection!
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Chapter 1: Mende Basics

The Mende Alphabet

The Mende language has a rich and unique alphabet, 

consisting of 30 letters: 20 consonants and 10 vowels. 

The alphabet is  based on the Latin script,  with some 

additional characters to represent sounds that are not 

found in English.

The Mende alphabet is as follows:

a, b, d, e, f, g, gb, h, i, j, k, kp, l, m, n, 

nd, ng, ny, o, p, r, s, sh, t, u, v, w, y, z

The letters c, q, and x are not used in Mende.

Pronunciation

The  pronunciation  of  Mende  is  relatively 

straightforward,  once  you  are  familiar  with  the 

alphabet. The vowels are pronounced as follows:

a - like the "a" in "father"

e - like the "e" in "bet"
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i - like the "i" in "sit"

o - like the "o" in "boat"

u - like the "oo" in "boot"

The consonants are pronounced as follows:

b - like the "b" in "ball"

d - like the "d" in "dog"

f - like the "f" in "fish"

g - like the "g" in "go"

gb - like the "gb" in "gbɔŋlɔŋ" (a Mende word 

meaning "chief")

h - like the "h" in "hat"

j - like the "j" in "jam"

k - like the "k" in "kite"

kp - like the "kp" in "kpɔŋ" (a Mende word 

meaning "door")

l - like the "l" in "lamp"

m - like the "m" in "map"

n - like the "n" in "nose"

nd - like the "nd" in "ndɔŋɔŋ" (a Mende word 

meaning "friend")

ng - like the "ng" in "sing"

ny - like the "ny" in "ɲɔŋɔ" (a Mende word 

meaning "house")

p - like the "p" in "pan"
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r - like the "r" in "rat"

s - like the "s" in "sit"

sh - like the "sh" in "ship"

t - like the "t" in "top"

v - like the "v" in "voice"

w - like the "w" in "water"

y - like the "y" in "yet"

z - like the "z" in "zebra"

Writing Mende

Mende is a tonal language, which means that the pitch 

of your voice can change the meaning of a word. There 

are three tones in Mende: high, mid, and low. The tone 

of a word is indicated by a diacritical mark above the 

vowel.

For  example,  the  word  "gbɔŋ"  (chief)  is  pronounced 

with  a  high tone on the  first  vowel,  while  the  word 

"gbɔŋ" (door) is pronounced with a low tone on the first 

vowel.
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Learning the Mende Alphabet

The best way to learn the Mende alphabet is to practice 

writing and reading it regularly. There are a number of 

resources  available  online  and  in  libraries  that  can 

help you with this.

Once you are familiar with the alphabet, you can start 

learning how to write and speak Mende. There are a 

number  of  courses  and  textbooks  available  that  can 

help you with this.
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Chapter 1: Mende Basics

Pronunciation Guide

Mende is a tonal language, which means that the pitch 

of your voice can change the meaning of a word. This 

can be a bit tricky for native English speakers, who are 

used  to  relying  on  stress  and  intonation  to  convey 

meaning.

There are two main tones in Mende: high and low. High 

tones are produced by raising the pitch of your voice, 

while low tones are produced by lowering the pitch of 

your voice. The tone of a syllable is usually indicated by 

a diacritic mark above the vowel.

For example,  the word "gbɔŋ" (house)  is  pronounced 

with a high tone on the first syllable and a low tone on 

the  second  syllable.  The  word  "gbɔŋ"  (mortar)  is 

pronounced with a low tone on the first syllable and a 

high tone on the second syllable.

Here are some tips for pronouncing Mende tones:
11



 Pay  attention  to  the  diacritic  marks. The 

diacritic  marks  above  the  vowels  indicate  the 

tone of the syllable.

 Listen to native speakers. The best way to learn 

how  to  pronounce  Mende  tones  is  to  listen  to 

native speakers. You can find audio recordings of 

Mende  speech  online  or  in  language  learning 

apps.

 Practice  speaking. The  more  you  practice 

speaking Mende, the better you will  become at 

pronouncing the tones correctly.

Here  are  some  common  Mende  words  and  phrases, 

with their tones indicated:

 gbɔŋ (house) - high-low

 gbɔŋ (mortar) - low-high

 sɔŋ (to eat) - high-high

 sɔŋ (to sleep) - low-low
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 ma (I) - high

 ɔŋ (you) - low

 wɔŋ (he/she/it) - high 
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 Chapter 1: Mende Basics

 Basic Grammar

Mende grammar is  relatively straightforward,  with a 

subject-verb-object  word  order.  Nouns  do  not  have 

grammatical  gender,  and  there  are  no  articles. 

Adjectives  follow  the  nouns  they  modify.  Verbs  are 

conjugated for tense, aspect, and mood.

One of the unique features of Mende grammar is the 

use of tone. Tone can change the meaning of a word or 

phrase. For example, the word "gbɔŋ" can mean "child" 

or "children" depending on the tone used.

Another interesting feature of Mende grammar is the 

use of serial verbs. Serial verbs are two or more verbs 

that are used together to express a single action. For 

example, the sentence "Mɔŋ dɔŋ wɔŋ" means "The man 

is eating rice." The verb "dɔŋ" means "eat," and the verb 

"wɔŋ" means "rice."
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Basic Grammar Rules

Here are  some basic  grammar rules  to  help  you get 

started:

 Nouns do not have grammatical gender.

 Adjectives follow the nouns they modify.

 Verbs  are  conjugated  for  tense,  aspect,  and 

mood.

 Mende uses a subject-verb-object word order.

 Tone  can  change  the  meaning  of  a  word  or 

phrase.

 Serial verbs are used to express a single action.

Example Sentences

Here  are  some  example  sentences  to  help  you 

understand Mende grammar:

 Mɔŋ dɔŋ wɔŋ. (The man is eating rice.)

 Wɔŋ dɔŋ mɔŋ. (The rice is eaten by the man.)

 ŋu dɔŋ wɔŋ. (I am eating rice.)
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 ŋu yɔŋ wɔŋ. (I ate rice.)

 ŋu na dɔŋ wɔŋ. (I will eat rice.)

Practice Exercises

Here are some practice exercises to help you improve 

your understanding of Mende grammar:

 Translate the following sentences into Mende:

 The woman is cooking.

 The children are playing.

 I am going to school.

 Write  a  short  paragraph in  Mende about  your 

daily routine.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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