
My Life Under Siege: Diary of Jen in a 

War-Torn Town

Introduction

War  is  a  brutal  and  devastating  force  that  can  tear 

apart the fabric of a nation and the lives of its people. 

The  city  of  Sarajevo,  the  capital  of  Bosnia  and 

Herzegovina, endured a harrowing siege that lasted for 

almost four years during the Bosnian War from 1992 to 

1996.  The  siege  was  one  of  the  longest  and  most 

destructive in modern history, and it claimed the lives 

of thousands of innocent civilians.

In the midst of this chaos and destruction, a young girl 

named Jen kept  a  diary.  Her diary entries  provide a 

firsthand  account  of  the  horrors  of  war  and  the 

resilience of the human spirit. Jen's diary is a powerful 

1



reminder of the importance of peace and the need to 

work together to prevent future conflicts.

Jen was just 12 years old when the siege of Sarajevo 

began.  She  and  her  family  were  forced  to  flee  their 

home and seek shelter in a basement.  The basement 

was dark, cramped, and cold, but it was the only place 

where they could feel safe from the bombs.

Despite the constant danger, Jen and her family tried to 

maintain  a  sense  of  normalcy.  They  celebrated 

birthdays,  played  games,  and  told  stories.  Jen  also 

started writing in her diary. Writing was a way for her 

to express her feelings and to cope with the trauma of 

war.

Jen's diary entries are filled with vivid descriptions of 

the siege.  She writes  about the constant shelling,  the 

food shortages, and the lack of medical care. She also 

writes about the fear and uncertainty that she and her 

family felt.
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Despite the horrors that she witnessed, Jen never lost 

hope. She believed that one day the war would end and 

that she and her family would be able to return home.

Jen's  diary is  a  powerful  and moving account  of  the 

siege of Sarajevo. It is a testament to the resilience of 

the human spirit and the importance of peace.

In this book, we will explore Jen's diary and the lessons 

that  we  can  learn  from  it.  We  will  also  discuss  the 

history of the siege of Sarajevo and the impact that it 

had on the city and its people.
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Book Description

My  Life  Under  Siege:  Diary  of  Jen  in  a  War-Torn 

Town is a powerful and moving account of the siege of 

Sarajevo,  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a  young  girl 

named  Jen.  Jen's  diary  entries  provide  a  firsthand 

account of the horrors of war and the resilience of the 

human spirit.

The siege of Sarajevo was one of the longest and most 

destructive in modern history. It lasted for almost four 

years,  from  1992  to  1996,  and  claimed  the  lives  of 

thousands  of  innocent  civilians.  Jen  and  her  family 

were forced to flee their home and seek shelter in a 

basement. The basement was dark, cramped, and cold, 

but  it  was the only place where they could feel  safe 

from the bombs.

Despite the constant danger, Jen and her family tried to 

maintain  a  sense  of  normalcy.  They  celebrated 

birthdays,  played  games,  and  told  stories.  Jen  also 
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started writing in her diary. Writing was a way for her 

to express her feelings and to cope with the trauma of 

war.

Jen's diary entries are filled with vivid descriptions of 

the siege.  She writes  about the constant shelling,  the 

food shortages, and the lack of medical care. She also 

writes about the fear and uncertainty that she and her 

family felt.

Despite the horrors that she witnessed, Jen never lost 

hope. She believed that one day the war would end and 

that she and her family would be able to return home.

My  Life  Under  Siege:  Diary  of  Jen  in  a  War-Torn 

Town is  a  powerful  and  moving  tribute  to  the 

resilience of the human spirit. Jen's diary is a reminder 

of  the  importance  of  peace  and  the  need  to  work 

together to prevent future conflicts.

This  book is  divided into 10 chapters,  each of  which 

focuses on a different aspect of the siege of Sarajevo. 
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The chapters  cover  topics  such as  the  history  of  the 

siege, the impact of the siege on the city and its people, 

and the lessons that we can learn from the siege.

My  Life  Under  Siege:  Diary  of  Jen  in  a  War-Torn 

Town is  an  essential  read  for  anyone who wants  to 

understand the horrors of war and the power of the 

human spirit. 
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Chapter 1: The Day the Bombs Began

Bombs over the city

The  first  bomb  exploded  with  a  deafening  roar, 

shattering  the  peace  of  the  morning.  Jen  was  jolted 

awake, her heart pounding in her chest. She looked out 

the window and saw smoke billowing from a building 

across the street.

"Mom,  what's  happening?"  she  asked,  her  voice 

trembling.

"It's war, honey," her mother said, her eyes filled with 

fear. "The Serbs are attacking."

Jen's world was turned upside down in an instant. The 

city  she  knew  and  loved  was  suddenly  a  war  zone. 

Bombs rained down from the sky, destroying buildings 

and killing innocent people.

Jen and her family were forced to flee their home and 

seek shelter  in  a  basement.  The basement  was dark, 
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cramped,  and  cold,  but  it  was  the  only  place  where 

they could feel safe from the bombs.

For  days,  they  huddled  together  in  the  basement, 

listening  to  the  bombs  explode  outside.  They  were 

terrified, but they tried to stay strong for each other.

One day, Jen heard a noise outside the basement. She 

crept up the stairs and cautiously opened the door. She 

peered  outside  and  saw a  group of  soldiers  walking 

down the street.

Jen's heart skipped a beat. She knew that the soldiers 

were Serbs, and she was afraid that they would hurt 

her and her family. She quickly slammed the door shut 

and ran back down to the basement.

The soldiers never came into the basement, but Jen and 

her family were too afraid to leave. They stayed there 

for weeks, until the fighting finally died down.

When they finally  emerged from the  basement,  they 

found  that  their  city  was  in  ruins.  Buildings  were 
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destroyed,  streets  were  blocked,  and  there  was  no 

electricity or running water.

But despite all the destruction, Jen was relieved to be 

alive.  She  had  survived  the  war,  and  she  was 

determined to rebuild her life.
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Chapter 1: The Day the Bombs Began

Fear and confusion

The city of Sarajevo was a vibrant and cosmopolitan 

city  before  the  war.  It  was  home  to  people  of  all 

religions and ethnicities, and it was a center of culture 

and learning. But all of that changed on April 5, 1992, 

when the Bosnian Serbs began shelling the city.

The shelling was sudden and indiscriminate. It caught 

the  people  of  Sarajevo  by  surprise,  and  they  were 

terrified.  They  didn't  know  what  was  happening  or 

why they were being attacked.

Jen was just 12 years old when the shelling began. She 

was at home with her family when the first bombs hit. 

They all ran to the basement and huddled together in 

fear.

Jen's  father tried to reassure her,  but  he was just  as 

scared as she was. He didn't know what was going to 

happen to them.
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The shelling continued for hours. The bombs shook the 

building,  and  the  air  was  filled  with  the  sound  of 

explosions.  Jen  and  her  family  were  trapped  in  the 

basement, and they didn't know if they were going to 

make it out alive.

Finally,  the  shelling  stopped.  Jen  and  her  family 

emerged from the basement and surveyed the damage. 

Their home had been destroyed, and the streets were 

filled with debris.

Jen and her family were lucky to have survived,  but 

they  had  lost  everything.  They  were  homeless  and 

alone in a city that was under siege.

The  siege  of  Sarajevo  lasted  for  almost  four  years. 

During  that  time,  the  people  of  Sarajevo  endured 

unimaginable  hardships.  They  were  subjected  to 

constant shelling and sniper fire, and they had to live 

without  basic  necessities  like  food,  water,  and 

electricity.
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But despite the horrors that they endured, the people of 

Sarajevo never gave up hope. They fought for their city, 

and they eventually won their freedom.

Jen's story is a reminder of the resilience of the human 

spirit. Even in the darkest of times, we can find hope 

and strength.
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Chapter 1: The Day the Bombs Began

Seeking shelter

The first bombs fell on Sarajevo on April 5, 1992. Jen 

and  her  family  were  at  home  when  they  heard  the 

explosions.  They  ran to  the  window and saw smoke 

rising from the city center.

"What's happening?" Jen asked her mother.

"War has started," her mother replied.

Jen and her family quickly gathered their belongings 

and fled their home. They didn't know where to go, but 

they knew they had to get away from the bombs.

They  ran  through  the  streets,  dodging  falling  debris 

and gunfire. They saw people lying dead in the streets, 

and they heard the screams of the wounded.

Finally, they reached a school that had been converted 

into a refugee center. They were given food and water, 

and they were able to sleep in a safe place.

13



But  Jen couldn't  sleep.  She  was  too  scared.  She  kept 

thinking about her home and her friends.  She didn't 

know if she would ever see them again.

The next morning, Jen and her family were evacuated 

from Sarajevo. They were taken to a refugee camp in 

Croatia.  They  lived  in  the  camp  for  several  months, 

until they were finally able to return home.

When they returned to Sarajevo, they found that their 

home had been destroyed. They had lost everything.

But Jen was just glad to be alive. She had survived the 

war, and she was determined to rebuild her life.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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