
Glimpses Into Television's Journey

Introduction

Television  has  transformed  our  world.  It  has 

irrevocably changed the way we communicate, learn, 

and are entertained. This book explores the many ways 

in  which  television  has  impacted  society,  tracing  its 

history  from  the  early  days  of  broadcasting  to  the 

present day. We will examine the impact of television 

on family life, education, politics, and culture. We will 

also consider the challenges facing television today and 

look at its future prospects.

The first chapter of this book provides a brief overview 

of  the  history  of  television.  The  second  chapter 

examines the impact of television on society, focusing 

on four key areas: family life, education, politics, and 

culture.  The  third  chapter  takes  a  closer  look  at  the 

business of television, exploring the economics of the 
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industry,  the  role  of  regulation,  and  the  challenges 

facing television today.

The fourth chapter focuses on the art of television. We 

will explore the elements that make for good television, 

the creative process of television production, and the 

role of the director, producer, and writer. We will also 

discuss  the  importance  of  casting  and  the  impact  of 

technology on television's art.

The fifth chapter examines television genres. We will 

explore the history of  television genres,  the different 

types of genres, and the conventions that govern them. 

We will  also discuss the challenges of  genre and the 

future of television genres.

The  sixth  chapter  takes  a  look  at  some  of  the  most 

popular,  influential,  controversial,  and best television 

programs of all time. We will discuss the factors that 

have  contributed  to  their  success  or  failure  and 

consider their impact on society.
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Book Description

From the early days of broadcasting to the present day, 

television  has  transformed  our  world.  It  has 

irrevocably changed the way we communicate, learn, 

and are entertained.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the  many 

ways in which television has impacted society. We will 

examine television's impact on family life,  education, 

politics,  and  culture.  We  will  also  consider  the 

challenges facing television today and look at its future 

prospects.

This book is divided into ten chapters. The first chapter 

provides a brief overview of the history of television. 

The second chapter examines the impact of television 

on  society,  focusing  on  four  key  areas:  family  life, 

education, politics, and culture. The third chapter takes 

a closer look at the business of television, exploring the 
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economics of the industry, the role of regulation, and 

the challenges facing television today.

The fourth chapter focuses on the art of television. We 

will explore the elements that make for good television, 

the creative process of television production, and the 

role of the director, producer, and writer. We will also 

discuss  the  importance  of  casting  and  the  impact  of 

technology on television's art.

The fifth chapter examines television genres. We will 

explore the history of  television genres,  the different 

types of genres, and the conventions that govern them. 

We will  also discuss the challenges of  genre and the 

future of television genres.

The  sixth  chapter  takes  a  look  at  some  of  the  most 

popular,  influential,  controversial,  and best television 

programs of all time. We will discuss the factors that 

have  contributed  to  their  success  or  failure  and 

consider their impact on society.
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This book is a comprehensive and thought-provoking 

exploration of the impact of television on society. It is 

essential reading for anyone interested in the history, 

present, and future of television.
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Chapter 1: The History of Television

1. The Early Days of Television

Television  has  come  a  long  way  since  its  humble 

beginnings  in  the  early  1900s.  The  first  mechanical 

televisions,  which  used  a  spinning  disk  to  create 

images,  were invented in the 1920s.  However,  it  was 

not  until  the  1930s  that  electronic  televisions,  which 

used a cathode ray tube (CRT) to create images, were 

developed.

The  first  public  television  broadcast  in  the  United 

States took place in 1939 at the New York World's Fair. 

However,  it  was  not  until  after  World  War  II  that 

television  sets  became  affordable  for  the  average 

American  family.  In  the  1950s,  television  became  a 

fixture in American homes, and it quickly became the 

most popular form of entertainment.

The  early  days  of  television  were  a  time  of  great 

innovation  and  experimentation.  New  technologies 
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were  being  developed  all  the  time,  and  new 

programming formats were being created. Some of the 

most  popular  early  television  shows  included 

comedies, dramas, variety shows, and game shows.

Television also  played a  significant  role  in  American 

history.  In  the 1960s,  television brought  the Vietnam 

War  into  American  living  rooms.  In  the  1970s, 

television  helped  to  bring  about  the  end  of  the 

Watergate scandal. And in the 1980s, television played 

a major role in the election of Ronald Reagan.

Today,  television  is  a  global  phenomenon.  It  is 

estimated that there are over 1.5 billion television sets 

in  the  world.  Television  is  used  for  entertainment, 

education, and news. It is a powerful tool that can be 

used to inform and influence people.

7



Chapter 1: The History of Television

2. The Golden Age of Television

The Golden Age of Television is a period in television 

history that is generally considered to have begun in 

the  late  1940s  and  lasted  until  the  mid-1960s.  This 

period is often seen as a time of great creativity and 

innovation  in  the  medium,  with  many classic  shows 

being produced that are still popular today.

There are a number of factors that contributed to the 

Golden Age of  Television.  One factor was the rise  of 

television ownership in the United States. In the early 

1950s, only about 10% of households had a television 

set. By the end of the 1950s, that number had grown to 

over 90%. This increase in viewership led to a demand 

for more and better programming.

Another factor that contributed to the Golden Age of 

Television was the development of  new technologies. 

In the early days of television, live broadcasts were the 
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norm.  However,  the  development  of  videotape 

recording in the late 1940s made it possible to record 

and  edit  television  programs.  This  allowed for  more 

creative and ambitious programming to be produced.

The Golden Age of Television is often associated with a 

number of classic shows, such as "I Love Lucy," "The 

Honeymooners,"  "The Twilight  Zone,"  and "The Andy 

Griffith Show." These shows were popular with viewers 

of  all  ages  and  helped  to  establish  television  as  a 

legitimate form of entertainment.

The Golden Age of  Television came to an end in the 

mid-1960s  due to  a  number of  factors,  including the 

rise  of  color  television,  the  increasing  popularity  of 

movies, and the changing tastes of viewers. However, 

the legacy of the Golden Age of Television continues to 

this day. Many of the shows that were produced during 

this period are still popular today and are considered 

to be among the best television shows ever made.
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Chapter 1: The History of Television

3. The Rise of Cable and Satellite

The advent of cable and satellite television in the 1970s 

and 1980s was a watershed moment in the history of 

television. For the first time, viewers had access to a 

wide  variety  of  channels,  including  news,  sports, 

movies, and music. This proliferation of channels led to 

a corresponding increase in the number of television 

programs being produced, and the quality of television 

programming improved dramatically.

Cable and satellite television also had a major impact 

on the way that people watched television. In the past, 

viewers  were  limited  to  the  channels  that  were 

available over the air. With cable and satellite, viewers 

could now choose from a wide variety of channels, and 

they could watch television at any time of day or night. 

This led to a significant increase in the amount of time 

that people spent watching television.

10



The  rise  of  cable  and  satellite  television  also  had  a 

major impact on the television industry. The increased 

competition from cable and satellite companies led to a 

decline  in  the  viewership  of  traditional  broadcast 

television networks. This decline in viewership led to a 

decrease  in  advertising  revenue  for  the  networks, 

which  in  turn  led  to  a  decrease  in  the  quality  of 

programming.

The rise of cable and satellite television also led to the 

development of new business models for the television 

industry.  In  the  past,  television  networks  relied  on 

advertising  revenue  to  generate  income.  With  the 

advent  of  cable  and  satellite,  networks  could  now 

charge  subscribers  a  monthly  fee  for  access  to  their 

programming.  This  new  business  model  allowed 

networks to produce higher-quality programming and 

to take more creative risks.

The rise of cable and satellite television was a major 

turning point  in  the  history  of  television.  It  led  to  a 
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proliferation of channels, an increase in the quality of 

programming,  and  a  change  in  the  way  that  people 

watched television. It also had a major impact on the 

television  industry,  leading  to  a  decline  in  the 

viewership of traditional broadcast television networks 

and the development of new business models.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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