
Cultures of the Commonwealth: A Tale 

of Migration and Identity

Introduction

Puerto  Ricans  are  a  people  of  the  diaspora,  with  a 

vibrant culture that bridges two distinct geographical 

and cultural spaces: the island of Puerto Rico and the 

United  States  mainland.  United  by  a  shared  history, 

language,  and  traditions,  they  form  a  unique  and 

dynamic  community  that  has  made  significant 

contributions to both societies.

This book delves into the complexities of Puerto Rican 

identity, migration, and culture, exploring the ways in 

which Puerto Ricans have navigated the challenges and 

opportunities of living between two worlds. Through a 

comprehensive examination of their historical, social, 

and  cultural  experiences,  we  gain  a  deeper 
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understanding of the unique challenges and triumphs 

that have shaped their identity and culture.

From the waves of migration that have brought Puerto 

Ricans  to  the  mainland  in  search  of  economic 

opportunities  to  the  cultural  exchanges  that  have 

enriched  both  Puerto  Rican  and  American  societies, 

this  book provides  a  comprehensive overview of  the 

Puerto  Rican  experience.  It  examines  the  ways  in 

which  Puerto  Ricans  have  maintained  their  cultural 

heritage while also adapting to the realities of life in 

the United States.

Through  the  exploration  of  topics  such  as  music, 

cuisine, language, religion, and politics, this book sheds 

light on the diverse expressions of Puerto Rican culture 

and identity.  It  highlights the contributions of Puerto 

Ricans to American society, from their role in shaping 

the  nation's  music  and  culinary  landscape  to  their 

impact on politics and social activism.
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This book is a testament to the resilience and vitality of 

the Puerto Rican people. It celebrates their rich cultural 

heritage and the ways in which they have navigated 

the challenges of living in two distinct societies. It is a 

valuable  resource  for  anyone  seeking  to  understand 

the  complex  and  fascinating  world  of  Puerto  Rican 

culture and identity.
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Book Description

In this captivating exploration of Puerto Rican culture 

and  identity,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  readers  on  a 

journey  through  the  vibrant  world  of  a  people  who 

have made significant contributions to both the island 

of Puerto Rico and the United States mainland.

Through  a  comprehensive  examination  of  historical, 

social,  and  cultural  experiences,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

sheds light on the unique challenges and triumphs that 

have  shaped  Puerto  Rican  identity.  The  book  delves 

into the waves of migration that have brought Puerto 

Ricans  to  the  mainland,  the  cultural  exchanges  that 

have  enriched  both  Puerto  Rican  and  American 

societies,  and the ways in  which Puerto  Ricans have 

maintained  their  cultural  heritage  while  adapting  to 

life in the United States.

With a focus on topics such as music, cuisine, language, 

religion,  and  politics,  Pasquale  De  Marco  illuminates 

4



the  diverse  expressions  of  Puerto  Rican  culture  and 

identity.  The  book  highlights  the  contributions  of 

Puerto Ricans to American society, from their role in 

shaping the nation's music and culinary landscape to 

their impact on politics and social activism.

Cultures  of  the  Commonwealth:  A  Tale  of  Migration 

and Identity is a testament to the resilience and vitality 

of  the  Puerto  Rican  people.  It  celebrates  their  rich 

cultural  heritage  and  the  ways  in  which  they  have 

navigated  the  challenges  of  living  in  two  distinct 

societies. This book is a valuable resource for anyone 

seeking  to  understand  the  complex  and  fascinating 

world of Puerto Rican culture and identity.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  history,  culture,  or 

sociology,  or  simply  someone  interested  in  learning 

more about the diverse tapestry of American society, 

Cultures  of  the  Commonwealth:  A  Tale  of  Migration 

and Identity is an essential read. It offers a unique and 

insightful perspective on the Puerto Rican experience, 
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providing  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  challenges 

and  triumphs  that  have  shaped  this  vibrant 

community.
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Chapter 1: The Two Shores

1. An Overview of the Puerto Rican Diaspora

Puerto  Ricans  are  a  people  of  the  diaspora,  with  a 

vibrant culture that bridges two distinct geographical 

and cultural spaces: the island of Puerto Rico and the 

United  States  mainland.  United  by  a  shared  history, 

language,  and  traditions,  they  form  a  unique  and 

dynamic  community  that  has  made  significant 

contributions to both societies.

The  Puerto  Rican  diaspora  is  a  relatively  recent 

phenomenon,  with  the  vast  majority  of  migration 

occurring in the 20th century. Economic factors, such 

as the search for better job opportunities,  have been 

the primary driver of this migration. However, political 

factors,  such  as  the  island’s  colonial  status  and  the 

desire for greater autonomy, have also played a role.

The Puerto Rican diaspora is highly concentrated in a 

few key areas of the United States. The largest Puerto 
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Rican  communities  are  found  in  New  York  City, 

Chicago,  and  Orlando.  However,  significant  Puerto 

Rican populations also exist in other cities across the 

country,  including  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  Los 

Angeles.

Puerto Ricans have made significant  contributions to 

the United States in a wide range of fields,  including 

politics,  business,  academia,  and the  arts.  They  have 

also played an important role in the military, serving in 

both World Wars and the Korean War.

Despite  their  contributions,  Puerto  Ricans  have  also 

faced discrimination and prejudice in the United States. 

This discrimination has been particularly pronounced 

in areas such as housing, employment, and education. 

However,  Puerto Ricans have also been active in the 

fight for civil rights and have made significant progress 

in overcoming these challenges.

The Puerto Rican diaspora is a complex and dynamic 

phenomenon that has had a profound impact on both 
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Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States.  It  is  a  story  of 

migration,  settlement,  and  adaptation,  as  well  as  a 

story of discrimination, resilience, and triumph.

9



Chapter 1: The Two Shores

2. Historical Ties Between the Island and the 

Mainland

Long  before  the  arrival  of  European  colonizers,  the 

indigenous Taíno people inhabited the island of Puerto 

Rico and maintained close cultural and trade ties with 

other  Caribbean  islands  and  the  South  American 

mainland.  These  connections  laid  the  foundation  for 

the  interconnectedness  that  would  later  characterize 

Puerto Rico's relationship with the United States.

With  the  arrival  of  Spanish  colonizers  in  the  15th 

century,  Puerto Rico became a vital  strategic  outpost 

for the Spanish Empire. Its location at the crossroads of 

the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean made it a key 

military  and  commercial  hub,  facilitating  trade 

between Spain and its colonies in the Americas.  This 

strategic  importance  fostered  a  deep  economic  and 

cultural  relationship  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
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Spanish  mainland,  shaping  the  island's  history  and 

culture.

In the 19th century, the winds of change swept across 

the Americas, bringing with them revolutions and wars 

of independence. Puerto Rico remained loyal to Spain 

during  these  tumultuous  times,  but  the  seeds  of 

discontent  were  sown.  The  island's  intellectual  and 

political elite began to advocate for greater autonomy 

and reforms,  influenced  by  the  ideals  of  liberty  and 

self-determination that were spreading throughout the 

Americas.

The  Spanish-American  War  of  1898  marked  a 

watershed moment in Puerto Rico's  history.  The war 

resulted  in  the  United  States  taking  control  of  the 

island,  along  with  other  Spanish  colonies  in  the 

Caribbean and the Pacific.  This sudden and dramatic 

shift in sovereignty had a profound impact on Puerto 

Rico, propelling it into a new era of political, economic, 

and cultural transformation.
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The United States brought significant changes to Puerto 

Rico, including the introduction of a new legal system, 

the  establishment  of  public  education,  and  the 

construction  of  infrastructure.  These  changes  had  a 

lasting  impact  on  the  island,  shaping  its  institutions 

and society. However, the transition to American rule 

was  not  without  its  challenges.  Puerto  Ricans  faced 

discrimination,  economic  exploitation,  and  political 

marginalization, leading to ongoing struggles for civil 

rights and self-determination.

Despite  these  challenges,  the  historical  ties  between 

Puerto Rico and the United States have endured. The 

island's strategic location, its cultural heritage, and its 

people's resilience have all contributed to the enduring 

bond  between  the  two  shores.  Whether  through 

migration, cultural exchange, or political negotiations, 

Puerto  Rico and the United States  have continued to 

shape each other's  destinies,  creating a  complex and 

dynamic relationship that continues to evolve to this 

day.
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Chapter 1: The Two Shores

3.  The Cultural  Identity of  Puerto Ricans in 

the U.S

Puerto Ricans in the United States form a vibrant and 

diverse  community  that  has  made  significant 

contributions  to  American  society.  Their  cultural 

identity  is  a  complex  blend  of  their  Puerto  Rican 

heritage and their experiences in the United States.

One  of  the  defining  characteristics  of  Puerto  Rican 

identity in the U.S. is their strong sense of community. 

Puerto  Ricans  often  maintain  close  ties  with  their 

families and friends on the island, and they frequently 

gather  for  social  and  cultural  events.  This  sense  of 

community  extends  beyond  Puerto  Rico,  as  Puerto 

Ricans in different parts of the United States often come 

together  to  celebrate  their  shared  culture  and 

traditions.
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Puerto Ricans in the U.S. have also developed a distinct 

cultural identity that is influenced by their experiences 

in  the  United  States.  This  includes  their  use  of 

Spanglish, a unique blend of Spanish and English that 

is  often used in everyday conversation.  Puerto Rican 

cuisine  has  also  been  influenced  by  American 

ingredients  and  cooking  techniques,  resulting  in  a 

fusion  of  flavors  and  dishes  that  is  distinctly  Puerto 

Rican.

The Puerto Rican community in the U.S. is also known 

for  its  vibrant  arts  and  culture  scene.  Puerto  Rican 

artists,  musicians,  and writers  have made significant 

contributions  to  American  culture,  and  their  work 

often reflects their unique experiences as Puerto Ricans 

living in the United States.

Despite the challenges they face, Puerto Ricans in the 

U.S. have maintained a strong sense of cultural identity. 

They have created a vibrant community that is rich in 

14



culture and tradition, and they have made significant 

contributions to American society.

Puerto  Rican  identity  in  the  U.S.  is  a  complex  and 

evolving  phenomenon.  It  is  shaped  by  a  variety  of 

factors, including historical, social, and cultural forces. 

Puerto Ricans in the U.S. face a number of challenges, 

including discrimination, poverty, and limited access to 

education  and  healthcare.  However,  they  have  also 

made  significant  contributions  to  American  society, 

and they continue to play an important role in shaping 

the nation's culture and identity.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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