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Introduction

William  S.  Harney,  a  prominent  figure  in  American 

military  history,  served  the  nation  with  distinction 

during a tumultuous era marked by wars,  territorial 

expansion, and internal conflicts. His extensive career 

spanned several decades and encompassed some of the 

most significant events in the country's history.

Born in 1800, Harney joined the military at a young age 

and  quickly  rose  through  the  ranks,  demonstrating 

exceptional leadership and tactical skills. He saw action 

in  the  War  of  1812,  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  the 

Seminole Wars, earning a reputation as a fearless and 

resourceful commander. Harney's expertise in cavalry 
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tactics  and his  ability  to  adapt  to  diverse battlefields 

made him a valuable asset to the United States Army.

In the Mexican-American War, Harney led his troops to 

victory  at  the  Battle  of  Buena  Vista,  a  decisive 

engagement that helped secure American control over 

the Southwest. He also played a crucial role in the Utah 

War,  quelling  the  Mormon  rebellion  and  restoring 

federal  authority  in  the  territory.  Harney's  military 

prowess  and  unwavering  dedication  to  duty  earned 

him the respect of his peers and the admiration of his 

soldiers.

Harney's career took a dramatic turn during the Civil 

War when he was accused of disloyalty to the Union 

and relieved of his command. Despite this setback, he 

remained  committed  to  serving  his  country  and 

eventually returned to active duty, contributing to the 

Union's eventual victory. Harney's legacy is a complex 

and controversial one, marked by both triumphs and 

setbacks.  His  military  accomplishments  and 
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contributions to  the defense of  the  nation cannot  be 

denied, yet his actions during the Civil War continue to 

be a subject of debate among historians.

This book delves into the life and career of William S. 

Harney, shedding light on his military campaigns, his 

leadership style, and his impact on American history. 

Drawing upon extensive research and primary sources, 

the  book  provides  a  comprehensive  examination  of 

Harney's contributions to the nation, his controversial 

decisions,  and  his  lasting  legacy.  Through  this 

exploration, readers will gain a deeper understanding 

of a complex and enigmatic figure who played a pivotal 

role in shaping the course of American history.
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Book Description

From  Warrior  to  Cavalry  General:  The  Life  and 

Military Career of General William S. Harney offers 

a comprehensive exploration of the life and career of 

General  William  S.  Harney,  a  prominent  figure  in 

American military history.  Spanning several  decades, 

Harney's  service  encompassed  wars,  territorial 

expansion,  and  internal  conflicts,  leaving  a  lasting 

impact on the nation's history.

From  his  early  days  in  the  War  of  1812  to  his 

leadership in the Mexican-American War and the Utah 

War,  Harney  demonstrated  exceptional  tactical  skills 

and a knack for adapting to diverse battlefields. As a 

skilled cavalry commander, he played a pivotal role in 

securing  American  control  over  the  Southwest  and 

quelling the Mormon rebellion.

The book delves into Harney's military campaigns and 

strategies, examining his innovative use of cavalry and 
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dragoons,  as  well  as  his  contributions  to  the 

development of the U.S. Army. It also sheds light on his 

complex  relationships  with  other  military  leaders, 

including Abraham Lincoln, Winfield Scott, and Robert 

E. Lee.

Harney's legacy is not without controversy. His actions 

during  the  Civil  War,  when  he  was  accused  of 

disloyalty  to  the  Union,  remain  a  subject  of  debate 

among  historians.  The  book  explores  these 

controversies,  providing  a  balanced  assessment  of 

Harney's character and decision-making.

Beyond  his  military  service,  the  book  examines 

Harney's personal life, his marriage and family, and his 

interests  and  hobbies.  It  paints  a  vivid  portrait  of  a 

man who dedicated his life to defending his country, 

while  also  struggling  with  personal  challenges  and 

setbacks.

From  Warrior  to  Cavalry  General:  The  Life  and 

Military Career of  General  William S.  Harney is  a 
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captivating  account  of  a  remarkable  military  figure 

whose  contributions  to  American  history  cannot  be 

denied.  Through  extensive  research  and  primary 

sources,  the  book  offers  a  comprehensive 

understanding of Harney's life, his military campaigns, 

and his lasting legacy. 
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Chapter 1: Formative Years

1. Harney's Early Life and Education

William Selby Harney was born on August 27, 1800, in 

Haysborough, Tennessee, a small frontier town nestled 

amidst the rolling hills of the Cumberland Plateau. His 

father,  John  Harney,  was  a  veteran  of  the 

Revolutionary War and a respected local farmer, while 

his  mother,  Nancy  Selby  Harney,  hailed  from  a 

prominent family in the region. From his early years, 

young William displayed an adventurous spirit and a 

fascination with military life.

Growing up in a frontier community, Harney received 

a limited formal education. However, he possessed an 

insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge  and  spent  countless 

hours reading books and engaging in discussions with 

his family and friends. His keen intellect and natural 

leadership qualities quickly became apparent, and he 

emerged as a respected figure among his peers.
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In his teenage years, Harney developed a deep passion 

for  horses  and horsemanship.  He  spent  much of  his 

time riding and training horses, honing his skills as a 

skilled equestrian. This passion would later serve him 

well in his military career, as he became renowned for 

his  mastery  of  cavalry  tactics  and his  ability  to  lead 

mounted troops with exceptional effectiveness.

As  Harney  approached  adulthood,  the  United  States 

found itself embroiled in the War of 1812. The conflict 

ignited  a  fire  in  Harney's  heart,  and  he  yearned  to 

serve  his  country.  Despite  his  family's  initial 

reluctance,  he  resolved  to  join  the  military  and 

contribute to the war effort.

In 1818, at the age of eighteen, Harney enlisted in the 

United  States  Army as  a  private.  His  military  career 

had  officially  begun,  and  he  was  eager  to  prove  his 

worth  on  the  battlefield.  Little  did  he  know that  his 

journey would take him to the forefront of some of the 
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most  significant  military  campaigns  in  American 

history.
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Chapter 1: Formative Years

2. Joining the Military and the War of 1812

In the tumultuous year of  1812,  as  tensions between 

the United States and Great Britain reached a boiling 

point, a young man named William S. Harney made a 

fateful decision that would forever alter the course of 

his life. Driven by a sense of patriotism and a desire to 

serve  his  country,  Harney  joined  the  ranks  of  the 

United  States  Army,  eager  to  play  a  role  in  the 

impending conflict.

Harney's early military career was marked by a series 

of fortuitous events that propelled him to prominence. 

His  intelligence,  dedication,  and  natural  leadership 

abilities quickly caught the attention of his superiors, 

and he was rapidly promoted through the ranks. By the 

time the War of  1812 was in full  swing,  Harney had 

risen to the rank of captain, commanding a company of 

infantry.
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Harney's  baptism  by  fire  came  at  the  Battle  of 

Tippecanoe, a pivotal engagement that pitted American 

forces  against  a  confederation  of  Native  American 

tribes led by the Shawnee chief Tecumseh. Despite the 

overwhelming  odds,  Harney  and  his  men  fought 

valiantly, earning the respect of their adversaries and 

cementing  Harney's  reputation  as  a  fearless  and 

capable officer.

As the War of 1812 raged on, Harney participated in 

numerous  battles  and  skirmishes,  demonstrating  his 

tactical  acumen  and  strategic  thinking.  He  fought 

alongside some of the most renowned military leaders 

of  the  era,  including  William  Henry  Harrison  and 

Andrew  Jackson,  and  gained  invaluable  experience 

that would serve him well in his future endeavors.

The  War  of  1812  proved  to  be  a  transformative 

experience  for  Harney,  shaping  his  character  and 

instilling  in  him  a  deep  sense  of  loyalty  and 

commitment  to  his  country.  He  emerged  from  the 
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conflict  as  a  seasoned  veteran,  ready  to  face  the 

challenges  and  opportunities  that  lay  ahead  in  his 

military career.

12



Chapter 1: Formative Years

3.  Service  in  the West  and the Black Hawk 

War

William  S.  Harney's  service  in  the  West  and  his 

involvement  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  were  defining 

moments  in  his  early  military  career.  After 

distinguishing himself in the War of 1812, Harney was 

assigned to frontier duty in the vast and unforgiving 

lands of  the American West.  Here,  he encountered a 

new set of challenges and adversaries, including Native 

American tribes who fiercely defended their ancestral 

lands.

One  of  the  most  significant  conflicts  Harney  faced 

during this period was the Black Hawk War of 1832. 

This war erupted when a group of Sauk and Fox Native 

Americans, led by the charismatic warrior Black Hawk, 

crossed the Mississippi  River into Illinois,  violating a 

treaty  that  had been signed just  a  few years  earlier. 
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Harney  was  tasked  with  leading  a  force  of  regular 

army troops and militia to confront Black Hawk and 

his followers.

The Black Hawk War was a brutal and bloody affair, 

fought  in  the  dense  forests  and  rolling  hills  of  the 

Midwest. Harney's troops pursued Black Hawk and his 

warriors relentlessly, engaging in a series of skirmishes 

and battles. Harney's leadership and tactical skills were 

put  to  the test  as  he maneuvered his  forces  through 

difficult terrain and faced an elusive and determined 

enemy.

Despite the challenges, Harney eventually prevailed. In 

August 1832, he led his troops to a decisive victory at 

the  Battle  of  Bad  Axe,  effectively  ending  the  war. 

Harney's  victory  earned  him  widespread  praise  and 

recognition, establishing him as a rising star in the U.S. 

Army.

Harney's  service in the West  and his  involvement in 

the Black Hawk War were instrumental in shaping his 
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military  career.  He  gained  valuable  experience  in 

frontier warfare and demonstrated his ability to lead 

troops in challenging and dangerous situations. These 

experiences  would  serve  him  well  in  his  later 

campaigns against Native American tribes and in the 

Mexican-American War.

Harney's  service  in  the  West  also  brought  him  into 

close  contact  with  Native  American  cultures  and 

customs.  He developed a deep respect for the Native 

American  people  and  their  way  of  life.  This  respect 

would later influence his approach to Native American 

affairs  and  his  efforts  to  promote  peace  and 

understanding between settlers and Native Americans.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Formative Years 1. Harney's Early Life and 

Education 2. Joining the Military and the War of 1812 3. 

Service  in  the  West  and  the  Black  Hawk  War  4. 

Marriage and Family Life 5.  The Seminole Wars and 

the Creek War

Chapter  2:  Rise  to  Prominence 1.  The  Mexican-

American  War  and  the  Battle  of  Buena  Vista  2. 

Harney's Command in the West and the Sioux War of 

1851 3. The Utah War and the Mormon Rebellion 4. The 

Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Bleeding Kansas Crisis 5. 

Harney's Controversial Role in the Kansas Conflict

Chapter  3:  The  Civil  War 1.  Harney's  Stance  on 

Secession and the Outbreak of the Civil War 2. Harney's 

Command in Missouri and the Battle of Wilson's Creek 

3. Harney's Removal from Command and Subsequent 

Retirement  4.  Harney's  Later  Life  and  Death  5. 

Harney's Legacy and Historical Significance

17



Chapter  4:  Military  Campaigns  and  Strategies 1. 

Harney's  Leadership  and  Tactical  Innovations  2. 

Harney's  Use  of  Cavalry  and  Dragoons  3.  Harney's 

Campaigns Against Native American Tribes 4. Harney's 

Role  in  the  Mexican-American  War  5.  Harney's 

Strategies for Maintaining Peace and Order

Chapter 5: Controversies and Criticisms 1. Harney's 

Accusations  of  Cruelty  and  Brutality  2.  Harney's 

Handling of the Mormon Rebellion 3. Harney's Role in 

the  Kansas-Nebraska  Conflict  4.  Harney's  Dismissal 

from  Command  During  the  Civil  War  5.  Harney's 

Legacy and Historical Reputation

Chapter  6:  Harney's  Contemporaries  and Rivals 1. 

Harney's  Relationship  with  Abraham  Lincoln  2. 

Harney's  Rivalry  with  Winfield  Scott  3.  Harney's 

Relationship  with  Robert  E.  Lee  4.  Harney's 

Interactions  with  Other  Military  Leaders  5.  Harney's 

Place in the History of the American Military

18



Chapter 7: Harney's Contributions to the American 

Military 1. Harney's Innovations in Cavalry Tactics 2. 

Harney's Role in the Development of the U.S. Army 3. 

Harney's Influence on Military Education and Training 

4. Harney's Legacy as a Military Reformer 5. Harney's 

Impact on the American Civil War

Chapter 8: Harney's Personal Life and Relationships 

1.  Harney's  Marriage  and  Family  2.  Harney's 

Friendships  and  Associates  3.  Harney's  Interests  and 

Hobbies  4.  Harney's  Personality  and  Character  5. 

Harney's Religious and Philosophical Beliefs

Chapter 9: Harney's Impact on American History 1. 

Harney's  Role  in  the  Expansion  of  the  American 

Frontier 2. Harney's Contributions to the Settlement of 

the  West  3.  Harney's  Influence  on  Native  American 

Policy  4.  Harney's  Legacy  as  a  Symbol  of  American 

Expansionism  5.  Harney's  Place  in  the  American 

Historical Narrative

19



Chapter  10:  Harney's  Legacy  and  Historical 

Significance 1.  Harney's  Place  in  American  Military 

History 2. Harney's Contributions to the American Civil 

War 3. Harney's Influence on American Expansionism 

and Settlement 4.  Harney's Legacy as a Controversial 

Figure  5.  Harney's  Enduring  Impact  on  American 

History 

20



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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