The Rise and Fall of a New Deal

President

Introduction

In the annals of American history, the presidency of
Jimmy Carter stands as a pivotal moment, marking a
profound shift in the nation's political and social
landscape. Elected in 1976 on a wave of idealism and
reform, Carter assumed office with a mandate to
restore the promise of the New Deal, an era that had
come to symbolize an unwavering commitment to
economic and social justice. However, the challenges
confronting the nation proved both daunting and
complex, forcing Carter to grapple with a series of
crises that would ultimately redefine the role of
government and reshape the American political

landscape.



Carter's presidency unfolded against a backdrop of
economic turmoil, soaring inflation, and an energy
crisis that threatened to cripple the nation's economy.
Undeterred, Carter embarked on an ambitious
legislative agenda, proposing sweeping reforms to
address these pressing issues. His efforts, however,
were met with fierce opposition from a conservative
Congress, unwilling to embrace his proposals for tax
increases and government intervention. Despite these
setbacks, Carter persevered, securing passage of
several landmark pieces of legislation, including the
Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and the Camp David
Accords, which brought about a historic peace

agreement between Israel and Egypt.

In the realm of foreign policy, Carter pursued a more
assertive stance, departing from the Nixon Doctrine of
détente with the Soviet Union. His administration
championed human rights as a cornerstone of
American foreign policy, a move that strained relations

with authoritarian regimes around the world. Carter's
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unwavering commitment to human rights earned him
both praise and criticism, with some accusing him of
sacrificing American interests in the pursuit of moral

principles.

At home, Carter confronted a deeply divided nation,
grappling with issues of race, inequality, and social
change. His efforts to address these issues were often
met with resistance, as conservative forces sought to
roll back the gains of the civil rights movement and
curtail the expansion of federal programs. Carter's
presidency witnessed a resurgence of religious
conservatism, a movement that would profoundly

impact American politics in the years to come.

As Carter's term drew to a close, the nation faced a
crisis of confidence, fueled by economic woes and the
ongoing Iran hostage crisis. The failure to secure the
release of American hostages held captive in Iran dealt
a severe blow to Carter's presidency, contributing to his

defeat in the 1980 election. Despite these setbacks,



Carter left office with a legacy of significant
accomplishments, having laid the groundwork for
future progress on issues ranging from energy

independence to environmental protection.

Carter's presidency remains a subject of debate and
analysis, with historians and political scientists offering
diverse interpretations of his time in office. Some view
him as a visionary leader who sought to address deep-
seated problems facing the nation, while others see
him as a well-intentioned but ultimately ineffective
president, unable to overcome the challenges of his
time. Regardless of one's perspective, there is little
doubt that Carter's presidency marked a turning point
in American history, wushering in an era of
conservatism and economic transformation that would

shape the nation's trajectory for decades to come.



Book Description

In the annals of American history, Jimmy Carter's
presidency stands as a pivotal yet enigmatic chapter, a
time of both promise and peril, of triumphs and
setbacks. This comprehensive and engaging book
delves into the complexities of Carter's presidency,
offering a fresh perspective on his policies, challenges,

and legacy.

Carter took office in 1977, inheriting a nation grappling
with economic turmoil, soaring inflation, and an
energy crisis. Undeterred, he embarked on an
ambitious legislative agenda, proposing sweeping
reforms to address these pressing issues. His efforts,
however, were met with fierce opposition from a
conservative Congress, unwilling to embrace his
proposals for tax increases and government

intervention.



Despite these setbacks, Carter persevered, securing
passage of several landmark pieces of legislation,
including the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and the
Camp David Accords, which brought about a historic
peace agreement between Israel and Egypt. Carter's
presidency also witnessed a resurgence of religious
conservatism, a movement that would profoundly

impact American politics in the years to come.

In foreign policy, Carter pursued a more assertive
stance, departing from the Nixon Doctrine of détente
with the Soviet Union. His administration championed
human rights as a cornerstone of American foreign
policy, a move that strained relations with
authoritarian regimes around the world. Carter's
unwavering commitment to human rights earned him
both praise and criticism, with some accusing him of
sacrificing American interests in the pursuit of moral

principles.



At home, Carter confronted a deeply divided nation,
grappling with issues of race, inequality, and social
change. His efforts to address these issues were often
met with resistance, as conservative forces sought to
roll back the gains of the civil rights movement and

curtail the expansion of federal programs.

As Carter's term drew to a close, the nation faced a
crisis of confidence, fueled by economic woes and the
ongoing Iran hostage crisis. The failure to secure the
release of American hostages held captive in Iran dealt
a severe blow to Carter's presidency, contributing to his

defeat in the 1980 election.

Despite these setbacks, Carter left office with a legacy of
significant accomplishments, having laid the
groundwork for future progress on issues ranging from
energy independence to environmental protection. His
presidency remains a subject of debate and analysis,
with historians and political scientists offering diverse

interpretations of his time in office. This book provides



a comprehensive and balanced assessment of Carter's
presidency, offering readers a deeper understanding of
this complex and consequential period in American

history.



Chapter 1: The Promise of a New New

America

The Legacy of the New New America

The legacy of the New New America is a complex and
multifaceted one. On the one hand, the New New
America achieved some significant successes, both at
home and abroad. For example, the New New America
successfully negotiated the Camp David Accords, which
brought about a historic peace agreement between
Israel and Egypt. The New New America also passed
landmark legislation on environmental protection,

energy conservation, and consumer rights.

On the other hand, the New New America also faced
significant challenges and setbacks. The New New
America struggled to address the nation's economic
problems, including  soaring  inflation and

unemployment. The New New America also faced a



series of international crises, including the Iran hostage

crisis and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

Ultimately, the New New America's legacy is one of
both achievement and failure. The New New America
achieved some significant successes, but it also faced
significant challenges and setbacks. The New New
America's legacy continues to be debated by historians

and political scientists to this day.
The New New America's Domestic Achievements

The New New America achieved some significant
domestic achievements during its time in office. For
example, the New New America successfully negotiated
the Camp David Accords, which brought about a
historic peace agreement between Israel and Egypt.
The New New America also passed landmark
legislation on environmental protection, energy

conservation, and consumer rights.
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The New New America's environmental achievements
were particularly significant. The New New America
passed the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act, two
landmark pieces of legislation that helped to reduce air
and water pollution. The New New America also
created the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a
federal agency tasked with protecting the environment

and human health.

The New New America's energy achievements were
also significant. The New New America passed the
National Energy Act, a piece of legislation that provided
funding for research into renewable energy sources
and energy conservation. The New New America also
created the Department of Energy, a federal agency
tasked with promoting energy conservation and

developing new energy technologies.

The New New America's consumer rights achievements
were also significant. The New New America passed the

Consumer Product Safety Act, a piece of legislation that
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created the Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), a federal agency tasked with protecting
consumers from unsafe products. The New New
America also passed the Fair Credit Billing Act, a piece
of legislation that gave consumers more rights and

protections when it comes to credit cards.
The New New America's Foreign Policy Challenges

The New New America faced a series of foreign policy
challenges during its time in office. For example, the
New New America struggled to respond to the Iran
hostage crisis, in which Iranian militants seized the
American embassy in Tehran and held American
hostages for 444 days. The New New America also
faced the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, which led to a

boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow.

The New New America's response to the Iran hostage
crisis was widely criticized. The New New America was
unable to secure the release of the American hostages

through diplomatic negotiations, and the New New
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America's military rescue attempt failed. The Iran
hostage crisis damaged the New New America's
reputation and contributed to the New New America's

defeat in the 1980 presidential election.

The New New America's response to the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan was also widely criticized. The
New New America imposed economic sanctions on the
Soviet Union and boycotted the 1980 Summer Olympics
in Moscow. However, these measures did little to deter
the Soviet Union from continuing its occupation of
Afghanistan. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
contributed to the Cold War tensions between the

United States and the Soviet Union.

13



Chapter 1: The Promise of a New New

America

The Challenges Facing a New New America

The New New America faced a plethora of daunting
challenges upon its inception. The economic landscape
was characterized by soaring inflation, high
unemployment rates, and an energy crisis that
threatened to cripple the nation's economy. The social
fabric was strained by deep-seated divisions, with
issues of race, inequality, and social change coming to
the fore. Additionally, the United States found itself
embroiled in a complex and rapidly changing global
geopolitical landscape, requiring a delicate balancing
act between maintaining alliances and asserting its

interests.

Economically, the New New America grappled with the
twin evils of inflation and unemployment. The

combination of rising prices and stagnant wages
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eroded the purchasing power of ordinary Americans,
leading to economic hardship and social unrest. The
energy crisis, triggered by the Arab oil embargo of
1973, further exacerbated economic woes, causing fuel
shortages and driving up energy costs. These economic
challenges demanded bold and decisive action from the
government, requiring a careful calibration of policies
to address both short-term crises and long-term

structural issues.

Socially, the New New America confronted a divided
and polarized nation. The civil rights movement had
made significant strides in advancing racial equality,
but deep-seated prejudices and institutional barriers
persisted. The women's movement and other social
justice movements also sought to challenge traditional
norms and expand opportunities for marginalized
groups. These social changes were met with resistance
from conservative forces, leading to a backlash against
progressive policies and a deepening of cultural

divisions. The New New America needed to find a way
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to bridge these divides and forge a more inclusive and

just society.

In the realm of foreign policy, the New New America
inherited a complex and rapidly evolving global
landscape. The Cold War with the Soviet Union
continued to cast a long shadow, requiring a careful
balance between containment and détente. The rise of
China as a global power added another layer of
complexity to international relations. Additionally, the
New New America had to contend with regional
conflicts and crises, such as the ongoing Arab-Israeli
conflict and the Iranian Revolution. Navigating these
challenges required a deft touch and a clear

understanding of America's role in the world.

The challenges facing the New New America were
formidable and interconnected, requiring a
comprehensive and multifaceted approach. The
government needed to address economic woes,

promote social justice, and navigate a complex global
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landscape, all while maintaining public trust and
confidence. The success or failure of the New New
America would hinge on its ability to rise to these
challenges and forge a path towards a more

prosperous, just, and secure future.
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Chapter 1: The Promise of a New New

America

The Public's Hopes for a New New America

Carter's election in 1976 marked a moment of great
hope and optimism for many Americans. They yearned
for a return to the progressive ideals of the New Deal
era, a time when the government played an active role
in addressing economic and social problems. Carter
promised to restore the faith of the American people in
their government and to create a more just and

equitable society.

Americans were eager for a change from the policies of
the Nixon and Ford administrations, which they saw as
favoring the wealthy and powerful at the expense of
the middle class and the poor. They believed that
Carter, as an outsider from the political establishment,

would be more responsive to their needs and concerns.
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Carter's victory in the election was a clear indication of
the public's desire for change. He won by a landslide,
defeating the incumbent president, Gerald Ford.
Carter's victory was also seen as a repudiation of the
Vietnam War and the Watergate scandal, both of which

had shaken the public's faith in the government.

Americans had high hopes for Carter's presidency.
They believed that he would be able to address the
nation's most pressing problems, including the
economy, energy crisis, and racial inequality. They also
hoped that he would be able to restore America's
standing in the world, which had been damaged by the

Vietnam War and the Watergate scandal.

Carter's presidency ultimately fell short of these high
expectations. He was unable to solve the nation's
economic problems, and the energy crisis continued to
plague the country. He also faced strong opposition
from Congress, which made it difficult for him to enact

his legislative agenda. Despite these challenges, Carter
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did make some progress on a number of issues. He
signed into law the Camp David Accords, which
brought peace between Israel and Egypt. He also
created the Department of Energy, which was

responsible for developing a comprehensive energy
policy.

Carter's presidency was a time of great change and
upheaval. The public's hopes for a New New America
were not fully realized, but Carter did make some
progress on a number of important issues. His
presidency is a reminder that change is always

possible, even in the most difficult of times.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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