Stories in the Theatre

Introduction

Theatre is a powerful art form that has the ability to
change lives. It can transport us to different worlds,
introduce us to new ideas, and challenge our
assumptions about the world around us. Theatre can
also be a force for social change, raising awareness of

important issues and inspiring people to take action.

In this book, I will share my insights on the art of
directing. I will discuss the importance of choosing the
right play, the challenges of pre-production, the
rewards of a successful rehearsal process, and the
magic of opening night. I will also explore the role of
theatre in society and the importance of making

theatre accessible to everyone.



I have been directing theatre for over 20 years, and I
have learned a great deal about what makes a
successful production. I have worked with some of the
most talented actors, designers, and technicians in the
business, and I have seen firsthand the power of

theatre to change lives.

I am passionate about theatre, and I believe that it is an
essential part of our culture. I hope that this book will
inspire you to learn more about theatre and to

experience the magic of live performance.

Theatre is a collaborative art form, and it requires the
talents of many people to create a successful
production. The director is responsible for bringing all
of these elements together and creating a unified vision
for the play. The director must be able to communicate
their vision to the actors, designers, and technicians,
and they must be able to inspire them to work together

to create something truly special.



The director's job is not always easy. There are many
challenges that can arise during the rehearsal process,
and the director must be able to overcome these
challenges in order to create a successful production.
The director must also be able to deal with the pressure

of opening night.



Book Description

Stories in the Theatre is a book about the art of
directing. Drawing on his many years of experience as
a director, Pasquale De Marco offers a comprehensive

guide to the process of bringing a play to life.

In this book, you will learn about the importance of
choosing the right play, the challenges of pre-
production, the rewards of a successful rehearsal
process, and the magic of opening night. You will also
explore the role of theatre in society and the

importance of making theatre accessible to everyone.

Whether you are a seasoned director or just starting
out, this book is sure to be an invaluable resource.
Pasquale De Marco shares his insights on everything
from casting and rehearsal techniques to dealing with
the pressure of opening night. He also includes a
wealth of practical advice on how to overcome the

challenges that can arise during the rehearsal process.



With its clear and concise writing style, Stories in the
Theatre is an essential read for anyone who wants to
learn more about the art of directing. This book is also
a valuable resource for anyone who loves theatre and
wants to gain a deeper understanding of how plays are

created.

Stories in the Theatre is a book that will stay with you
long after you finish reading it. Pasquale De Marco's
passion for theatre is evident on every page, and his
insights are sure to inspire you to see theatre in a new
light. This book is a must-read for anyone who loves

the magic of live performance.
About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a director, teacher, and author.
He has directed over 100 productions, including plays,
musicals, and operas. He has also taught directing at
several universities and has written extensively about

theatre. Pasquale De Marco is a passionate advocate for



theatre and believes that it is an essential part of our

culture.



Chapter 1: The Magic of Theatre

The power of live performance

Theatre is a powerful art form that has the ability to
transport us to different worlds, introduce us to new
ideas, and challenge our assumptions about the world
around us. But what is it about live theatre that makes
it so special? Why is it that we are willing to pay money
to sit in a dark room and watch people pretend to be

other people?

There are many reasons why live theatre is so
powerful. First, there is the immediacy of the
experience. When you watch a play, you are not just
observing it from a distance. You are right there in the
room with the actors, sharing their journey. You can
see their sweat, hear their breath, and feel their
emotions. This immediacy creates a sense of

connection between the audience and the performers



that is simply not possible with other forms of

entertainment.

Second, live theatre is a collaborative art form. It takes
the talents of many people to create a successful
production, from the actors and directors to the
designers and technicians. This collaboration creates a
sense of community and shared purpose that is
palpable in the theatre. When you attend a live
performance, you are not just watching a show. You

are part of something bigger than yourself.

Third, live theatre is ephemeral. Once the curtain falls,
the performance is over. There is no way to go back
and experience it again exactly the same way. This
ephemerality gives live theatre a sense of urgency and
excitement that is hard to find in other forms of
entertainment. When you watch a play, you know that

you are witnessing something special and unique.

Finally, live theatre has the power to change lives.

Theatre can open our eyes to new perspectives,
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challenge our beliefs, and inspire us to action. It can
make us laugh, cry, and think. It can help us to
understand ourselves and the world around us better.
Theatre is a powerful force for good in the world, and it

is something that everyone should experience.



Chapter 1: The Magic of Theatre

The role of the audience in creating the

magic

The audience plays a vital role in creating the magic of
theatre. Without an audience, there is no theatre. The
audience is the reason why actors perform, directors
direct, and playwrights write. The audience is the

lifeblood of the theatre.

The audience brings its own energy and interpretation
to the performance. No two audiences are alike, and
each audience will experience the play in a different
way. This is what makes theatre so exciting and
unpredictable. The audience is an active participant in

the creation of the magic of theatre.

The audience's role is not limited to simply watching
the performance. The audience also participates in the
performance by laughing, crying, gasping, and
applauding. The audience's reactions help to create the
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atmosphere of the play and to shape the actors'

performances.

A good audience is one that is engaged and responsive.
A good audience listens attentively, reacts honestly,
and gives the actors the energy they need to perform at
their best. A good audience is also respectful of the

actors and the other audience members.

The relationship between the audience and the actors
is a delicate one. The actors need the audience's
support and energy, but they also need the audience to
respect their boundaries. The audience needs to be
engaged in the performance, but they also need to be
mindful of the fact that the actors are real people who

are performing a play.

When the audience and the actors come together in a
shared experience, something truly magical can
happen. The audience is transported to another world,
and the actors are able to bring that world to life. This
is the magic of theatre.
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The audience is not just a passive observer in the
theatre. The audience is an active participant in the
creation of the magic. The audience's energy,
interpretation, and reactions help to shape the

performance and create a truly unique experience.
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Chapter 1: The Magic of Theatre

The importance of collaboration

Collaboration is essential to the success of any theatre
production. A successful production requires the
talents of many people, including the director, actors,
designers, and technicians. Each member of the team
must be able to work together effectively in order to

create a unified vision for the play.

The director is responsible for bringing all of these
elements together and creating a cohesive production.
The director must be able to communicate their vision
to the actors, designers, and technicians, and they must
be able to inspire them to work together to create

something truly special.

The actors are responsible for bringing the characters
to life on stage. They must be able to work together to

create a believable and engaging performance. The
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actors must also be able to work with the director and

the designers to create a unified vision for the play.

The designers are responsible for creating the look and
feel of the production. They must be able to work
together to create a cohesive design that supports the
director's vision. The designers must also be able to
work with the actors and the technicians to create a

believable and engaging performance.

The technicians are responsible for the technical
aspects of the production. They must be able to work
together to create a smooth and efficient production.
The technicians must also be able to work with the
actors, the designers, and the director to create a

believable and engaging performance.

Collaboration is essential to the success of any theatre
production. All members of the team must be able to
work together effectively in order to create a unified

vision for the play.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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