
Extreme  Wars:  The  Making  of  Violent 

Chaos

Introduction

The  world  has  entered  an  era  of  unprecedented 

violence. Wars are no longer fought between states, but 

within  them.  They  are  characterized  by  widespread 

atrocities,  the  targeting  of  civilians,  and  the  use  of 

terror tactics. These "extreme wars" are a new kind of 

conflict that poses a grave threat to global security.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco argues that extreme 

wars are the result of a number of factors, including 

the proliferation of small arms, the rise of ethnic and 

religious  conflict,  the  failure  of  governance,  and  the 

impact of climate change. He also explores the human 

cost of extreme wars, which includes the loss of life, the 
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displacement  of  populations,  and  the  destruction  of 

infrastructure.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by offering a number of 

recommendations  for  how  the  international 

community  can respond to  the  challenge  of  extreme 

wars.  These  include  a  call  for  increased  cooperation 

between states,  a  focus on preventing conflict  rather 

than  responding  to  it,  and  the  promotion  of  human 

rights and the rule of law.

Extreme  wars  are  a  complex  and  challenging 

phenomenon, but they are also a preventable one. By 

working together, we can create a world without war.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

examines a different aspect of extreme wars. The first 

chapter  provides  an  overview  of  the  new  era  of 

violence, while the second chapter explores the causes 

of  extreme  wars.  The  third  chapter  examines  the 

dynamics  of  extreme wars,  while  the  fourth  chapter 

focuses on the human cost of war.
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The fifth chapter looks at the challenges of responding 

to extreme wars, while the sixth chapter considers the 

future of extreme wars. The seventh chapter explores 

the  psychology  of  extreme  wars,  while  the  eighth 

chapter examines the economics of extreme wars. The 

ninth  chapter  looks  at  the  environmental  impact  of 

extreme  wars,  and  the  tenth  chapter  concludes  the 

book with a discussion of the path to peace.

Extreme  Wars  is  an  essential  read  for  anyone  who 

wants to understand the new era of violence and the 

challenges it poses to global security.
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Book Description

Extreme Wars is a groundbreaking book that examines 

the new era of violence and the challenges it poses to 

global security.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco argues that extreme 

wars are a new kind of conflict that is characterized by 

widespread atrocities, the targeting of civilians, and the 

use  of  terror  tactics.  These  wars  are  fought  within 

states,  rather than between them, and they are often 

fueled by ethnic  and religious  conflict,  the failure  of 

governance, and the impact of climate change.

Extreme Wars has a devastating human cost. Millions 

of  people  have  been  killed,  displaced,  or  injured  in 

these  conflicts.  The destruction of  infrastructure  and 

the spread of disease have also had a profound impact 

on the lives of millions more.

The  international  community  faces  a  number  of 

challenges  in  responding  to  extreme  wars.  These 
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challenges  include  the  difficulty  of  intervening  in 

conflicts that are taking place within states, the lack of 

international  cooperation,  and  the  need  for  a  new 

approach to peacekeeping.

Pasquale  De  Marco  concludes  the  book  with  a 

discussion of the path to peace. He argues that we need 

to focus on preventing conflict rather than responding 

to it, and that we need to promote human rights and 

the rule of law. He also calls for increased cooperation 

between  states  and  a  renewed  commitment  to  the 

United Nations.

Extreme  Wars  is  an  essential  read  for  anyone  who 

wants to understand the new era of violence and the 

challenges it poses to global security. It is a powerful 

call for action to prevent these conflicts and to build a 

more peaceful world.
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Chapter 1: The Shattered World Order

1. The End of the Cold War

The  Cold  War  was  a  period  of  geopolitical  tension 

between the United States  and the Soviet  Union and 

their  respective  allies.  The  conflict  was  primarily 

ideological and centered on the differing socio-political 

and  economic  systems  of  the  two  superpowers.  The 

Cold War began after the Second World War and lasted 

for  nearly  half  a  century,  ending  in  1991  with  the 

dissolution of the Soviet Union.

The end of the Cold War had a profound impact on the 

global  order.  The  bipolar  world  that  had  existed  for 

decades was suddenly replaced by a  unipolar world, 

with the United States as the sole superpower. This new 

world  order  was  characterized  by  increased 

globalization,  economic  interdependence,  and  the 

spread of democracy.
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However, the end of the Cold War also brought about a 

number of challenges. The collapse of the Soviet Union 

created  a  power  vacuum  that  led  to  instability  and 

conflict  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  The  rise  of 

globalization  also  led  to  increased  inequality  and 

economic insecurity. And the spread of democracy was 

often accompanied by political instability and violence.

The end of the Cold War was a watershed moment in 

world history. It marked the end of an era of intense 

ideological conflict and the beginning of a new era of 

uncertainty and change. The challenges that emerged 

in the aftermath of the Cold War continue to shape the 

world today.

The end of the Cold War had a significant impact on the 

global balance of power. The United States emerged as 

the  sole  superpower,  with  no  rival  to  challenge  its 

military or economic might. This gave the United States 

a great deal of influence over world affairs, and it used 

this influence to promote its own interests and values.
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The end of the Cold War also led to a decline in global 

military spending. This was due in part to the fact that 

the United States and the Soviet Union were no longer 

engaged in a major arms race. It was also due to the 

fact  that  many  countries  were  facing  economic 

difficulties in the aftermath of the Cold War and could 

no  longer  afford  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  on 

defense.

The decline in global military spending had a number 

of positive consequences. It reduced the risk of nuclear 

war and made it easier for countries to resolve conflicts 

peacefully. It also freed up resources that could be used 

for other purposes, such as economic development and 

social welfare.

However, the decline in global military spending also 

had  some  negative  consequences.  It  made  it  more 

difficult  for  countries  to  defend  themselves  against 

aggression.  It  also  led  to  a  decline  in  the  size  and 

readiness  of  military  forces  around  the  world.  This 

8



made it more difficult for countries to respond to crises 

and emergencies.

The end of the Cold War had a mixed impact on the 

global economy. On the one hand, it  led to increased 

globalization  and  economic  interdependence.  This 

allowed countries to specialize in producing goods and 

services  that  they  had  a  comparative  advantage  in 

producing, and it led to a more efficient allocation of 

resources.

On the other hand, the end of the Cold War also led to 

increased inequality and economic insecurity. This was 

due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  globalization  led  to  job 

losses  in  some  countries,  as  companies  moved  their 

operations to countries with lower labor costs. It was 

also due to the fact that the spread of democracy led to 

increased political instability and violence, which made 

it difficult for businesses to operate.

The  end  of  the  Cold  War  was  a  complex  and 

transformative event  that  had a profound impact  on 
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the world. It led to a number of positive changes, such 

as  the  decline  in  global  military  spending  and  the 

spread of democracy. However, it also led to a number 

of negative changes, such as the rise of inequality and 

economic  insecurity.  The  legacy  of  the  Cold  War 

continues to shape the world today.
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Chapter 1: The Shattered World Order

2. The Rise of Globalization

Globalization is the increasing interconnectedness and 

interdependence of the world's peoples and economies. 

It  is  a  process  that  has  been  driven  by  advances  in 

transportation,  communication,  and  technology. 

Globalization has had a profound impact on the world, 

both positive and negative.

On  the  positive  side,  globalization  has  helped  to  lift 

millions  of  people  out  of  poverty.  It  has  also  led  to 

increased trade and investment,  which has helped to 

create  jobs  and  economic  growth.  Additionally, 

globalization  has  helped  to  spread  knowledge  and 

culture around the world.

However,  globalization  has  also  had  some  negative 

consequences.  For  example,  it  has  led  to  increased 

inequality,  as  the  benefits  of  globalization  have  not 

been shared equally by all. Additionally, globalization 

11



has  contributed  to  environmental  problems,  such  as 

climate change and pollution.

The  rise  of  globalization  has  been  one  of  the  most 

significant developments of the past few decades. It has 

had a profound impact on the world, both positive and 

negative. It is a trend that is likely to continue in the 

years to come, and it is important to be aware of both 

its benefits and its risks.

The  process  of  globalization  has  been  driven  by  a 

number of factors, including:

 Advances  in  transportation  and 

communication: The development of faster and 

more  efficient  transportation  and 

communication technologies has made it easier 

for people and goods to move around the world.

 The  rise  of  multinational  corporations: 

Multinational  corporations  are  companies  that 

operate in multiple countries. They have played 

a major role in driving globalization by investing 
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in  foreign  countries  and  establishing  global 

supply chains.

 The collapse of the Soviet Union: The collapse 

of the Soviet Union in 1991 led to the end of the 

Cold  War  and  the  emergence  of  a  unipolar 

world.  This  created  a  more  favorable 

environment for globalization.

Globalization has had a number of positive effects on 

the world, including:

 Reduced  poverty: Globalization  has  helped  to 

lift  millions  of  people  out  of  poverty.  This  is 

because  it  has  created  new  jobs  and 

opportunities for people in developing countries.

 Increased trade and investment: Globalization 

has led to increased trade and investment, which 

has helped to create jobs and economic growth.

 Spread  of  knowledge  and  culture: 

Globalization  has  helped  to  spread  knowledge 

and culture around the world. This is because it 
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has  made  it  easier  for  people  from  different 

countries to communicate and share ideas.

However,  globalization  has  also  had  some  negative 

consequences, including:

 Increased  inequality: Globalization  has  led  to 

increased  inequality,  as  the  benefits  of 

globalization  have  not  been  shared  equally  by 

all.  This  is  because  some countries  and people 

have been able to take advantage of globalization 

more than others.

 Environmental  problems: Globalization  has 

contributed to environmental problems, such as 

climate  change  and  pollution.  This  is  because 

globalization  has  led  to  increased  trade  and 

transportation, which has increased the amount 

of  greenhouse  gases  released  into  the 

atmosphere.

The  rise  of  globalization  is  a  complex  phenomenon 

with both positive and negative consequences.  It  is a 
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trend that is likely to continue in the years to come, and 

it is important to be aware of both its benefits and its 

risks.
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Chapter 1: The Shattered World Order

3. The Spread of Democracy

The end of the Cold War marked a watershed moment 

in global history. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, 

the bipolar world order that had dominated the second 

half of the 20th century came to an end. In its place 

emerged a new era of globalization, characterized by 

increased  interconnectedness  and  interdependence 

between countries.

This new era also saw the spread of democracy around 

the world. In the years since the fall of the Berlin Wall, 

the  number  of  countries  that  are  considered  to  be 

democracies  has  more  than  doubled.  This  is  a 

significant development, as democracy is widely seen 

as the best form of government for promoting peace 

and prosperity.

However,  the  spread  of  democracy  has  not  been 

without its challenges. In some cases, democratization 
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has  led  to  instability  and  violence.  This  is  because 

democracy  requires  a  certain  level  of  political 

development  and  institutional  capacity,  which  some 

countries lack.

Additionally,  the  spread  of  democracy  has  been 

uneven. While some regions of the world have seen a 

significant  increase  in  the  number  of  democracies, 

others have seen little or no progress. This has led to a 

widening  gap  between  the  democratic  and  non-

democratic world.

The  spread  of  democracy  is  a  complex  and  ongoing 

process.  It  is  a  process  that  is  fraught  with  both 

challenges and opportunities. However, it is a process 

that  is  essential  for  creating  a  more  peaceful  and 

prosperous world.
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The Causes of the Spread of Democracy

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the  spread  of  democracy  around  the  world.  These 

include:

 The end of the Cold War: The collapse of  the 

Soviet  Union  removed  a  major  obstacle  to  the 

spread of democracy. The Soviet Union had been 

a  powerful  supporter  of  authoritarian  regimes 

around  the  world.  With  its  collapse,  these 

regimes lost their main source of support.

 The rise of globalization: Globalization has led 

to  increased  interconnectedness  and 

interdependence  between  countries.  This  has 

made it more difficult for authoritarian regimes 

to maintain their grip on power.

 The influence of the United States: The United 

States has been a strong advocate for democracy 

around the world. The U.S. has used its economic 
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and  political  power  to  promote  democracy  in 

other countries.

 The  power  of  the  people: The  people  of  the 

world have a desire for freedom and democracy. 

This desire has been a driving force behind the 

spread of democracy.

The Challenges of the Spread of Democracy

The  spread  of  democracy  has  not  been  without  its 

challenges. These include:

 Instability  and  violence: In  some  cases, 

democratization  has  led  to  instability  and 

violence.  This is  because democracy requires a 

certain  level  of  political  development  and 

institutional capacity, which some countries lack.

 Uneven progress: The spread of democracy has 

been uneven. While some regions of the world 

have seen a significant increase in the number of 

democracies,  others  have  seen  little  or  no 
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progress. This has led to a widening gap between 

the democratic and non-democratic world.

 The rise of populism: In recent years, there has 

been  a  rise  in  populism  around  the  world. 

Populist leaders often appeal to nationalistic and 

xenophobic  sentiments.  This  can  undermine 

democracy by eroding public trust in democratic 

institutions.

The Future of Democracy

The  future  of  democracy  is  uncertain.  There  are  a 

number  of  challenges  that  democracy  faces,  both 

domestically  and internationally.  However,  there  are 

also  a  number of  reasons  to  be  optimistic  about  the 

future of democracy.

One reason for optimism is the resilience of democracy. 

Democracy  has  been  shown  to  be  a  remarkably 

resilient form of government. Even in the face of great 

challenges, democracies have survived and thrived.
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Another  reason  for  optimism  is  the  power  of  the 

people.  The  people  of  the  world  have  a  desire  for 

freedom and democracy. This desire is a powerful force 

for change.

The future of democracy is in our hands. If we want to 

live in a more peaceful and prosperous world, then we 

need  to  support  democracy.  We  need  to  defend 

democracy against its enemies. And we need to build 

stronger democracies.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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