Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of

Discovery

Introduction

The Blue Ridge Parkway is one of the most beautiful
and scenic drives in the United States. It winds its way
through the Appalachian Mountains, offering
breathtaking views of forests, mountains, and valleys.
The parkway is also a popular destination for hikers,

bikers, and campers.

In this book, we will take you on a journey along the
Blue Ridge Parkway, from Asheville, North Carolina to
Cherokee, North Carolina. We will explore the natural
wonders of the parkway, including its mountains,
forests, waterfalls, and rivers. We will also learn about

the history of the parkway, from its early days as a



vision of conservationists to its present-day status as a

national park.

Along the way, we will meet the people who live and
work in the Blue Ridge Mountains. We will learn about
their culture, their traditions, and their way of life. We
will also explore the economic challenges and

opportunities that face the region.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a place of great beauty and
diversity. It is a place where people can come to relax,
to learn, and to experience the natural world. We hope
that this book will inspire you to visit the Blue Ridge
Parkway and to discover its many wonders for

yourself.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a 217-mile scenic drive that
winds its way through the Appalachian Mountains of
Virginia and North Carolina. It offers stunning views of
mountains, forests, and valleys, and is a popular

destination for hikers, bikers, and campers.



The parkway was built during the Great Depression by
the Civilian Conservation Corps. It was designed to
provide jobs for unemployed workers and to create a
scenic drive that would showcase the natural beauty of

the Appalachian Mountains.

The parkway is home to a variety of plant and animal
life. There are over 1,000 species of plants, including
many wildflowers and trees. The parkway is also home
to a variety of animals, including deer, bears, coyotes,

and bobcats.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a great place to learn about
the history and culture of the Appalachian Mountains.
There are many historical sites along the parkway,
including the Blue Ridge Music Center and the Museum

of the Cherokee Indian.

The parkway is also a great place to experience the
Appalachian culture. There are many festivals and

events held along the parkway throughout the year,



including the Blue Ridge Folk Festival and the Cherokee

Indian Fair.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a truly special place. It is a
place where people can come to relax, to learn, and to
experience the natural world. We hope that this book
will inspire you to visit the Blue Ridge Parkway and to

discover its many wonders for yourself.



Book Description

Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of Discovery is the
definitive guide to the Blue Ridge Parkway, one of the
most beautiful and scenic drives in the United States.
This comprehensive guidebook provides everything
you need to plan your trip, from detailed maps and
driving directions to information on the parkway's

many attractions.

Whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned
traveler, Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of Discovery
will help you make the most of your Blue Ridge
Parkway experience. With its in-depth coverage of the
parkway's history, culture, and natural wonders, this

guidebook is the perfect companion for your journey.

In Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of Discovery you'll
find:

e Detailed maps and driving directions for the

entire parkway



e Information on the parkway's many attractions,
including hiking trails, waterfalls, overlooks, and

historical sites

e In-depth coverage of the parkway's history,
culture, and natural wonders

e Tips on where to stay, eat, and shop along the
parkway

e A comprehensive index to help you find the

information you need quickly and easily

Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of Discovery is the
only guidebook you need for your Blue Ridge Parkway
adventure. With its detailed maps, comprehensive
coverage, and helpful tips, this guidebook will help you

make the most of your trip.

Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong resident of the Blue
Ridge Mountains. He has hiked, camped, and explored
the parkway for over 30 years. He is the author of
several other books about the Blue Ridge Parkway,

including Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of
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Discovery and Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of

Discovery.

Pasquale De Marco is a passionate advocate for the
Blue Ridge Parkway. He believes that the parkway is a
national treasure that should be enjoyed by everyone.
He wrote Blue Ridge Parkway: A Journey of
Discovery to help people discover the beauty and

wonder of the Blue Ridge Parkway.



Chapter 1: A Journey Begins

The Blue Ridge Parkway: An Overview

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a 469-mile scenic drive that
winds its way through the Appalachian Mountains of
Virginia and North Carolina. It offers stunning views of
mountains, forests, and valleys, and is a popular

destination for hikers, bikers, and campers.

The parkway was built during the Great Depression by
the Civilian Conservation Corps. It was designed to
provide jobs for unemployed workers and to create a
scenic drive that would showcase the natural beauty of

the Appalachian Mountains.

The parkway is home to a variety of plant and animal
life. There are over 1,000 species of plants, including
many wildflowers and trees. The parkway is also home
to a variety of animals, including deer, bears, coyotes,

and bobcats.



The Blue Ridge Parkway is a great place to learn about
the history and culture of the Appalachian Mountains.
There are many historical sites along the parkway,
including the Blue Ridge Music Center and the Museum

of the Cherokee Indian.

The parkway is also a great place to experience the
Appalachian culture. There are many festivals and
events held along the parkway throughout the year,
including the Blue Ridge Folk Festival and the Cherokee

Indian Fair.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a truly special place. It is a
place where people can come to relax, to learn, and to

experience the natural world.



Chapter 1: A Journey Begins

Planning Your Trip

Planning your trip along the Blue Ridge Parkway is an
important part of ensuring a safe and enjoyable

experience. Here are a few things to keep in mind:

1. Decide when you want to go. The Blue Ridge
Parkway is open year-round, but the best time to
visit is during the fall, when the leaves are
changing color. However, each season offers its
own unique beauty, so you may want to visit
during a different time of year to experience the

parkway in a different light.

2. Choose your starting and ending points. The
Blue Ridge Parkway stretches for 469 miles from
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia to Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in North
Carolina. You can start and end your trip at any

point along the parkway, but some of the most
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popular starting and ending points include
Asheville, North Carolina; Cherokee, North

Carolina; and Roanoke, Virginia.

Plan your itinerary. Once you know when you
want to go and where you want to start and end
your trip, you can start planning your itinerary.
The parkway is full of things to see and do, so
you'll need to decide what you want to
experience. Some of the most popular attractions
include hiking trails, waterfalls, scenic overlooks,

and historical sites.

Book your accommodations. If you're planning
on staying overnight along the parkway, you'll
need to book your accommodations in advance.
There are a variety of lodging options available,
including campgrounds, motels, and bed and

breakfasts.

Pack for the weather. The weather along the

Blue Ridge Parkway can change quickly, so it's
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important to pack for all types of weather. Be
sure to bring layers of clothing, rain gear, and

sunscreen.

Bring plenty of snacks and water. There are a
few restaurants and stores along the parkway,
but it's always a good idea to bring plenty of
snacks and water with you. This will help you
save money and avoid getting stranded if you

can't find a place to eat.

Be prepared for wildlife. The Blue Ridge
Parkway is home to a variety of wildlife,
including deer, bears, and coyotes. Be sure to
keep your distance from wildlife and never feed

them.

Follow the park rules. The Blue Ridge Parkway
is a national park, so it's important to follow the
park rules. These rules are in place to protect the

park and its visitors.



By following these tips, you can help ensure that your
trip along the Blue Ridge Parkway is safe and

enjoyable.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Begins

Things to See and Do

The Blue Ridge Parkway is a treasure trove of natural
beauty and cultural attractions. There's something for
everyone to enjoy, from hiking and biking to scenic

drives and historic sites.

If you're looking for a challenging hike, there are
plenty of trails to choose from, ranging from easy
strolls to strenuous climbs. For a more leisurely
experience, take a scenic drive along the parkway and
stop at the many overlooks to enjoy the breathtaking

views.

The parkway is also home to a number of historic sites,
including the Blue Ridge Music Center and the Museum
of the Cherokee Indian. These sites offer a glimpse into
the rich history and culture of the Appalachian

Mountains.
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No matter what you choose to do, you're sure to have a
memorable experience on the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Here are a few specific things to see and do:

e Visit the Blue Ridge Music Center in Galax,
Virginia. This museum 1is dedicated to the
preservation and promotion of traditional
Appalachian music. You can learn about the
history of bluegrass, old-time, and gospel music,
and see exhibits on the instruments and
musicians who have made these genres famous.

e Take a hike on the Appalachian Trail. The AT
is a 2,190-mile footpath that runs through the
Appalachian Mountains. The parkway crosses
the AT at several points, so you can hike a section
of the trail and then continue your drive.

e Visit the Museum of the Cherokee Indian in
Cherokee, North Carolina. This museum tells the
story of the Cherokee people, from their early

history to the present day. You can learn about
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Cherokee culture, art, and history, and see

exhibits on the Trail of Tears.

e Take a scenic drive along the parkway. The
parkway is a 469-mile road that winds through
the Appalachian Mountains. Along the way,
you'll see stunning views of mountains, forests,
and valleys. There are also many overlooks

where you can stop and enjoy the scenery.

e Go camping in one of the parkway's
campgrounds. There are several campgrounds
located along the parkway, where you can camp
under the stars and enjoy the peace and quiet of

the mountains.

These are just a few of the many things to see and do
on the Blue Ridge Parkway. With its stunning scenery,
rich history, and abundance of outdoor activities, the
parkway is a great place to visit for a weekend getaway

or a longer vacation.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

17



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: A Journey Begins - The Blue Ridge
Parkway: An Overview - Planning Your Trip - Things to

See and Do - Where to Stay and Eat - Safety Tips

Chapter 2: The Natural Wonders of the Blue Ridge -
The Appalachian Mountains - Forests and Wildlife -

Waterfalls and Rivers - Scenic Overlooks - Hiking Trails

Chapter 3: The History of the Blue Ridge - Native
American Heritage - European Settlers - The Civil War -

The Creation of the Parkway - Modern Development

Chapter 4: The Culture of the Blue Ridge -
Appalachian Music - Folk Art and Crafts - Food and

Drink - Festivals and Events - Local Traditions

Chapter 5: The People of the Blue Ridge - Mountain

Climbers - Hikers - Campers - Artists - Writers

Chapter 6: The Towns and Cities of the Blue Ridge -

Asheville - Cherokee - Boone - Waynesville - Brevard

18



Chapter 7: The Economic Impact of the Blue Ridge -
Tourism - Agriculture - Forestry - Mining -

Manufacturing

Chapter 8: The Environmental Challenges of the
Blue Ridge - Air Pollution - Water Pollution -

Deforestation - Climate Change - Invasive Species

Chapter 9: The Future of the Blue Ridge - Protecting
the Environment - Promoting Sustainable Tourism -
Preserving the Culture - Developing the Economy -

Meeting the Challenges

Chapter 10: Reflections on the Blue Ridge - The
Beauty of the Blue Ridge - The History of the Blue Ridge
- The Culture of the Blue Ridge - The People of the Blue
Ridge - The Future of the Blue Ridge

19



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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