The Shape of Fiction: Essays in the

Philosophy of Literature

Introduction

Fiction is one of the most pervasive and influential
forces in our lives. We encounter it in books, movies,
television shows, video games, and even in our dreams.
It can entertain us, educate us, and inspire us. It can
also challenge our assumptions, change our
perspectives, and help us to understand ourselves and

the world around us.

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in
the philosophy of fiction. Philosophers have been
asking questions about the nature of fiction, the
interpretation of fiction, the value of fiction, and the

future of fiction.



This book is an introduction to the philosophy of
fiction. It is designed to provide readers with a basic
understanding of the key issues in the field. The book is
divided into ten chapters, each of which covers a

different topic.

The first chapter introduces the basic concepts of
fiction, such as what is fiction, what are the different
types of fiction, and what are the different ways of
interpreting fiction. The second chapter discusses the
author's intention in writing fiction. The third chapter
examines the reader's response to fiction. The fourth
chapter explores the value of fiction. The fifth chapter
analyzes the language of fiction. The sixth chapter
surveys the history of fiction. The seventh chapter
examines the genres of fiction. The eighth chapter
discusses the teaching of fiction. The ninth chapter
explores the future of fiction. The tenth chapter

examines the philosophy of art in relation to fiction.



I hope that this book will provide readers with a deeper
understanding of the philosophy of fiction. I also hope
that it will inspire readers to think more critically

about the role of fiction in our lives.



Book Description

The Shape of Fiction: Essays in the Philosophy of
Literature is an introduction to the philosophy of
fiction. It provides readers with a basic understanding
of the key issues in the field, including the nature of
fiction, the interpretation of fiction, the value of fiction,

and the future of fiction.

The book is divided into ten chapters, each of which
covers a different topic. The first chapter introduces the
basic concepts of fiction, such as what is fiction, what
are the different types of fiction, and what are the
different ways of interpreting fiction. The second
chapter discusses the author's intention in writing
fiction. The third chapter examines the reader's
response to fiction. The fourth chapter explores the
value of fiction. The fifth chapter analyzes the language
of fiction. The sixth chapter surveys the history of
fiction. The seventh chapter examines the genres of

fiction. The eighth chapter discusses the teaching of
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fiction. The ninth chapter explores the future of fiction.
The tenth chapter examines the philosophy of art in

relation to fiction.

The Shape of Fiction is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the philosophy of fiction. It is also
a valuable resource for teachers and students of
literature, as well as for general readers who want to
deepen their understanding of the role of fiction in our

lives.

Pasquale De Marco is a professor of philosophy at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of
numerous books and articles on the philosophy of
fiction, including The Nature of Fiction (Oxford
University Press, 2010) and The Value of Fiction

(Cambridge University Press, 2015).



Chapter 1: The Nature of Fiction

What is fiction

Fiction is a form of narrative that is not based on real
events. It is created by the imagination of the author
and is typically used to entertain or educate the reader.
Fiction can take many different forms, including

novels, short stories, plays, and poems.

One of the key features of fiction is that it is not true.
This does not mean that fiction is not valuable. In fact,
fiction can be a powerful tool for exploring important
ideas and issues. Fiction can help us to understand
different cultures, different ways of life, and different
ways of thinking. It can also help us to develop our

empathy and our imagination.

So, what is fiction? Fiction is a story that is not true. It is
a story that is made up by the author. Fiction can be
about anything, and it can be written in any style.

Fiction can be funny, sad, scary, or thought-provoking.
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It can be about real people or imaginary people. It can
be set in the past, present, or future. It can be about

anything that the author can imagine.

Fiction is important because it allows us to escape from
the real world and enter a world of our own
imagination. Fiction can help us to learn about
ourselves and about the world around us. Fiction can

help us to grow as individuals and as a society.



Chapter 1: The Nature of Fiction

The ontology of fictional characters

What is a fictional character? Is it a real person who
exists in a fictional world? Or is it something else

entirely?

Philosophers have debated the ontology of fictional
characters for centuries. Some philosophers argue that
fictional characters are real in the same way that real
people are real. They argue that fictional characters
have minds, feelings, and intentions, and that they can
act and interact with other characters in the same way

that real people can.

Other philosophers argue that fictional characters are
not real in the same way that real people are real. They
argue that fictional characters are merely creations of
the author's imagination, and that they do not have

minds, feelings, or intentions of their own.



The debate over the ontology of fictional characters is a
complex one, and there is no easy answer. However,
there are a number of arguments that can be made on

both sides of the issue.

One argument for the view that fictional characters are
real is that they can have a real impact on the world.
For example, fictional characters can inspire people to
do good or evil, they can teach people about important
moral issues, and they can even help people to cope
with difficult times. If fictional characters did not exist,
then they would not be able to have these effects on the

world.

Another argument for the view that fictional characters
are real is that they can have minds of their own. For
example, fictional characters can make decisions, solve
problems, and learn from their mistakes. If fictional
characters did not have minds of their own, then they

would not be able to do these things.



Of course, there are also arguments against the view
that fictional characters are real. One argument is that
fictional characters are not made of matter. Real people
are made of matter, but fictional characters are not.
This suggests that fictional characters are not real in

the same way that real people are real.

Another argument against the view that fictional
characters are real is that they do not exist
independently of the author's imagination. Real people
exist independently of the author's imagination, but
fictional characters do not. This suggests that fictional
characters are not real in the same way that real

people are real.

The debate over the ontology of fictional characters is a
complex one, and there is no easy answer. However,
the arguments presented above suggest that there are
good reasons to believe that fictional characters are

real in some sense.
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Chapter 1: The Nature of Fiction

The metaphysics of fictional worlds

Fictional worlds are possible worlds that are created by
the author of a work of fiction. They are not real
worlds, but they are not completely imaginary either.

They are worlds that could exist, even if they do not.

The metaphysics of fictional worlds is the study of the
nature of these worlds. It asks questions such as: What
are fictional worlds made of? How do they exist? What

are the laws of nature that govern them?

One of the most important questions in the
metaphysics of fictional worlds is the question of their
ontological status. What kind of things are fictional
worlds? Are they real objects? Are they mental objects?

Or are they something else entirely?

Some philosophers have argued that fictional worlds
are real objects. They argue that fictional worlds are

just as real as the real world, but they exist in a
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different dimension. Other philosophers have argued
that fictional worlds are mental objects. They argue
that fictional worlds are created by the minds of

authors and readers.

Still, other philosophers have argued that fictional
worlds are something else entirely. They argue that
fictional worlds are not real objects and they are not
mental objects. They are sui generis, or unique in their

own way.

The metaphysics of fictional worlds is a complex and
fascinating field of study. It raises questions about the
nature of reality, the nature of fiction, and the nature

of the human mind.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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