
In  the  Footsteps  of  History:  Unveiling 

the Cyprus Question

Introduction

The  Mediterranean  island  of  Cyprus,  with  its  rich 

history  and  strategic  location,  has  long  been  a 

crossroads  of  civilizations  and  a  focal  point  of 

geopolitical  interests.  However,  since  the  1960s,  the 

island  has  been  divided  along  ethnic  lines,  with  the 

northern part under Turkish Cypriot  control  and the 

southern  part  under  Greek  Cypriot  control.  This 

division  has  led  to  decades  of  conflict,  tension,  and 

missed opportunities for peace and prosperity.

In  this  comprehensive and insightful  book,  we delve 

into  the  complexities  of  the  Cyprus  Question, 

examining  its  historical  roots,  international 

dimensions,  and  ongoing  efforts  for  a  resolution. 
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Drawing upon extensive research, expert analysis, and 

firsthand  accounts,  we  provide  a  nuanced 

understanding of the conflict and its implications for 

the  people  of  Cyprus,  the  region,  and  the  broader 

international community.

From the ancient civilizations that once thrived on the 

island to the modern-day political struggles,  we trace 

the evolution of the Cyprus Question. We explore the 

emergence  of  nationalism  and  identity,  the  role  of 

external powers, and the impact of major events such 

as  the  1963  clashes,  the  1974  Turkish  military 

operation,  and  the  ongoing  negotiations  for  a 

comprehensive settlement.

We  examine  the  international  dimension  of  the 

conflict,  analyzing  the  involvement  of  the  United 

Nations, the European Union, and regional actors. We 

assess  the  various  peace  initiatives  and  diplomatic 

efforts,  including  the  Annan  Plan  and  the  Crans-
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Montana  talks,  and  discuss  the  challenges  and 

obstacles that have prevented a lasting solution.

We  also  delve  into  the  economic  and  social 

consequences  of  the  division,  highlighting  the 

disparities  between  the  two  communities  and  the 

plight of refugees and displaced persons.  We explore 

the human rights implications of the conflict and the 

need for justice and reconciliation.

By  examining  the  Cyprus  Question  from  multiple 

perspectives,  we  aim  to  provide  a  deeper 

understanding of this protracted conflict and its global 

significance. We hope that this book will contribute to 

informed discussions,  promote dialogue,  and foster a 

renewed  commitment  to  finding  a  just  and  lasting 

resolution.
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Book Description

In  the  Footsteps  of  History:  Unveiling  the  Cyprus 

Question is a comprehensive and insightful exploration 

of one of the world's most enduring conflicts. This book 

delves  into  the  historical,  political,  and  international 

dimensions  of  the  Cyprus  Question,  providing  a 

nuanced  understanding  of  its  origins,  evolution,  and 

ongoing challenges.

With  meticulous  research  and  expert  analysis,  this 

book  traces  the  roots  of  the  conflict  from  ancient 

civilizations  to  modern-day  political  struggles.  It 

examines the emergence of nationalism and identity, 

the role of external powers, and the impact of major 

events  such  as  the  1963  clashes,  the  1974  Turkish 

military operation, and the ongoing negotiations for a 

comprehensive settlement.

The book also analyzes the international dimension of 

the conflict, shedding light on the involvement of the 
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United  Nations,  the  European  Union,  and  regional 

actors.  It  assesses  various  peace  initiatives  and 

diplomatic  efforts,  including the Annan Plan and the 

Crans-Montana talks, and discusses the challenges and 

obstacles that have prevented a lasting solution.

Furthermore,  the  book  explores  the  economic  and 

social  consequences  of  the  division,  highlighting  the 

disparities  between  the  two  communities  and  the 

plight of refugees and displaced persons. It examines 

the human rights implications of the conflict and the 

need for justice and reconciliation.

By providing a comprehensive overview of the Cyprus 

Question, this book aims to deepen understanding of 

this protracted conflict and its global significance. It is 

an  essential  resource  for  scholars,  policymakers, 

students,  and  anyone  interested  in  international 

relations, peace and conflict studies, and the history of 

the Mediterranean region.
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This book is a call for renewed commitment to finding 

a just and lasting resolution to the Cyprus Question, a 

conflict that has impacted generations and continues to 

shape  the  lives  of  Cypriots  and  the  broader 

international community.
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Chapter 1: Historical Echoes of Cyprus

Cyprus Through the Ages

Cyprus,  a  jewel  of  the  Mediterranean,  has  witnessed 

the rise and fall of civilizations, the clash of empires, 

and the ebb and flow of cultures throughout its storied 

history.  From  its  earliest  inhabitants  to  its  current 

geopolitical complexities, the island's past continues to 

shape its present and future.

The Dawn of Civilization and Ancient Kingdoms:

Cyprus's  history  stretches  back  to  the  Neolithic  era, 

with evidence of  human habitation dating back over 

10,000  years.  The  island's  strategic  location  at  the 

crossroads  of  three  continents  made  it  a  natural 

crossroads for trade and cultural exchange. In ancient 

times, Cyprus was home to various kingdoms and city-

states,  including  the  influential  city-kingdoms  of 

Salamis, Kourion, and Paphos. These kingdoms thrived 

on trade,  agriculture,  and the  arts,  leaving  behind a 
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rich  legacy  of  archaeological  treasures  and  cultural 

artifacts.

The Hellenistic and Roman Eras:

In the 4th century BCE, Cyprus fell under the sway of 

Alexander the Great, ushering in a period of Hellenistic 

influence. The island became a center of Greek culture 

and  learning,  with  Greek  becoming  the  official 

language and Greek deities worshipped in temples and 

sanctuaries.  The  Roman  Empire  eventually  absorbed 

Cyprus in the 1st century BCE, bringing with it Roman 

administration, infrastructure, and a blend of Roman 

and Greek culture.

Byzantine Rule and the Rise of Christianity:

The Byzantine Empire, the eastern half of the Roman 

Empire, ruled Cyprus from the 4th to the 12th century 

CE. During this period, Christianity spread throughout 

the  island,  becoming  the  dominant  religion  and 

shaping its  cultural  and artistic  traditions.  Byzantine 
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rule also saw the construction of magnificent churches 

and monasteries,  many of  which still  stand today as 

testaments  to  the  era's  architectural  and  artistic 

achievements.

The Crusades and the Lusignan Kingdom:

The  Crusades,  a  series  of  religious  wars  between 

Christians  and  Muslims,  brought  Cyprus  under  the 

control of the Crusaders in the 12th century. The island 

became  a  Crusader  kingdom  ruled  by  the  Lusignan 

dynasty. The Lusignans introduced Western European 

feudalism,  architecture,  and  cultural  influences, 

leaving a lasting impact on Cyprus's social and political 

landscape.

Ottoman Rule and the Struggle for Independence:

In  the  16th  century,  the  Ottoman Empire  conquered 

Cyprus,  ruling  the  island  for  over  three  centuries. 

Ottoman rule brought a mix of cultural and religious 

influences,  as well  as periods of economic prosperity 
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and political  turmoil.  The  Cypriot  people's  desire  for 

independence  grew  stronger  during  Ottoman  rule, 

culminating in the island's independence in 1960.
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Chapter 1: Historical Echoes of Cyprus

Ancient Civilizations and Their Legacy

Cyprus, a captivating island nestled in the heart of the 

Mediterranean Sea,  boasts a rich and diverse history 

that  spans  millennia.  From  the  dawn  of  civilization, 

various  ancient  civilizations  have  left  their  indelible 

mark on the island, shaping its cultural heritage and 

contributing to its enduring legacy.

The Neolithic Period and the First Settlers:

Cyprus's  earliest  inhabitants  arrived  during  the 

Neolithic  period,  around  10,000  years  ago.  These 

pioneering  settlers  brought  with  them  agricultural 

practices,  establishing  farming  communities  and 

cultivating  the  island's  fertile  lands.  Archaeological 

discoveries,  such  as  the  renowned  Khirokitia 

settlement, provide glimpses into their daily lives and 

reveal  their  ingenuity  in  constructing  circular  stone 

dwellings.
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The Bronze Age and the Rise of City-Kingdoms:

During the Bronze Age, Cyprus experienced a period of 

prosperity  and  cultural  advancement.  The  island 

became  a  significant  center  for  copper  mining  and 

trade,  attracting  merchants  and artisans  from across 

the  Mediterranean  region.  City-kingdoms  emerged, 

each  with  its  own  distinct  identity  and  governance. 

Excavations  at  sites  like  Enkomi  and  Kition  have 

unearthed  impressive  artifacts,  including  intricate 

jewelry,  elaborate  pottery,  and  monumental 

fortifications,  attesting  to  the  sophistication  of  these 

ancient civilizations.

The  Arrival  of  the  Mycenaeans  and  the  Greek 

Influence:

In  the  Late  Bronze  Age,  Cyprus  came  under  the 

influence of the Mycenaean civilization from mainland 

Greece.  Mycenaean traders and settlers brought with 

them their  language,  culture,  and religious  practices, 

leaving a lasting impact on the island's development. 
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This  period witnessed the construction of  impressive 

fortifications, such as the massive walls of Nicosia, and 

the  emergence  of  a  written  script  known  as  Cypro-

Minoan, a precursor to the Greek alphabet.

The Classical Period and Hellenistic Rule:

The  Classical  period  marked  a  significant  chapter  in 

Cyprus's  history,  characterized  by  the  rise  of  Greek 

city-states and the island's  integration into the wider 

Hellenic  world.  Greek  culture  flourished,  with  the 

establishment of  city-states  like Salamis,  Paphos,  and 

Kourion.  These  city-states  minted  their  own  coins, 

developed their own political systems, and participated 

in the cultural and intellectual exchanges of the Greek 

world. The Hellenistic period, following the conquests 

of  Alexander  the  Great,  further  cemented  Greek 

influence on the island, leading to the construction of 

magnificent  temples,  theaters,  and  other  public 

buildings.

The Roman and Byzantine Eras:
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Cyprus subsequently came under Roman rule,  which 

lasted for several centuries. The Romans brought with 

them their administrative and legal systems, leaving a 

lasting  legacy  in  the  island's  infrastructure  and 

governance.  The  Roman  period  also  witnessed  the 

spread  of  Christianity,  which  became  the  dominant 

religion  in  Cyprus.  After  the  division  of  the  Roman 

Empire, Cyprus became part of the Byzantine Empire, 

inheriting  its  rich  cultural  and  artistic  traditions. 

Byzantine churches and mosaics, such as those found 

in the Panagia Chrysopolitissa Basilica in Paphos, stand 

as testaments to this era.

The legacy of ancient civilizations in Cyprus is vast and 

multifaceted.  From  the  Neolithic  settlements  to  the 

Hellenistic  city-states,  each period has left  its  unique 

imprint  on  the  island's  history  and  culture.  These 

ancient  civilizations  laid  the  foundation  for  Cyprus's 

rich  cultural  heritage,  shaping  its  identity  and 

contributing  to  its  enduring  significance  as  a 

crossroads of civilizations.
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Chapter 1: Historical Echoes of Cyprus

The Byzantine Era and Its Impact

The  Byzantine  Empire,  a  continuation  of  the  Roman 

Empire  in  the  East,  ruled  Cyprus  for  nearly  a 

millennium, leaving an indelible mark on the island's 

history,  culture,  and society.  This chapter delves into 

the Byzantine era, examining its profound impact on 

Cyprus and its lasting legacy.

Cyprus became part of the Byzantine Empire in the 4th 

century AD, and its strategic location at the crossroads 

of  the  Mediterranean  made  it  a  vital  province.  The 

Byzantines introduced Christianity to the island, which 

became  deeply  ingrained  in  Cypriot  society  and 

remains the dominant religion today. The island also 

served as an important center for trade and commerce, 

connecting the Byzantine Empire with the Middle East 

and beyond.
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The  Byzantine  era  witnessed  the  construction  of 

numerous  churches  and  monasteries  throughout 

Cyprus, many of which still stand today as testaments 

to the empire's architectural and artistic achievements. 

These  structures,  such  as  the  Church  of  Panagia 

Angeloktisti  and  the  Monastery  of  Saint  Barnabas, 

showcase the Byzantine Empire's  distinctive blend of 

Eastern and Western influences.

The Byzantines also played a crucial role in defending 

Cyprus  against  external  threats.  They  successfully 

repelled  Arab  raids  and  invasions,  preserving  the 

island's  Christian  heritage.  However,  the  empire's 

decline in the 12th century left  Cyprus vulnerable to 

attack, and it eventually fell to the Crusaders in 1191.

Despite the end of Byzantine rule, the empire's legacy 

continued  to  shape  Cyprus  in  the  centuries  that 

followed. Byzantine art and architecture influenced the 

development of local artistic traditions, and the Greek 

language and Orthodox Christianity remained central 
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to  Cypriot  identity.  The  Byzantine  era  laid  the 

foundation for  Cyprus's  rich cultural  heritage,  which 

continues to thrive today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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