
The Cabinetmaker's Handbook

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a woodworker with over 15 years 

of  experience,  has  written  The  Cabinetmaker's 

Handbook  to  provide  a  comprehensive  guide  to 

cabinetmaking. This book is perfect for both beginners 

and  experienced  woodworkers  who  want  to  learn 

more about the craft of cabinetmaking.

The Cabinetmaker's Handbook covers a wide range of 

topics,  from  the  basics  of  cabinet  construction  to 

advanced techniques such as building custom cabinets 

and  using  jigs  and  fixtures.  The  book  also  includes 

detailed  instructions  on  how  to  choose  the  right 

materials, hardware, and finishes for your cabinets.

With clear,  step-by-step instructions and hundreds of 

helpful  illustrations,  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook 

1



makes  it  easy  to  learn  the  skills  you  need  to  build 

beautiful,  functional  cabinets.  Whether  you're  a 

beginner  looking  to  build  your  first  cabinet  or  an 

experienced  woodworker  who  wants  to  learn  new 

techniques,  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook  has 

something for you.

In  addition  to  the  comprehensive  coverage  of 

cabinetmaking  techniques,  The  Cabinetmaker's 

Handbook also includes a chapter on cabinet  design. 

This  chapter  provides  guidance  on  how  to  plan  a 

cabinet  layout,  choose  the  right  cabinet  style,  and 

design for functionality and aesthetics.

With  its  clear,  concise  writing  style  and  wealth  of 

information,  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook  is  the 

perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn more 

about cabinetmaking. Whether you're a beginner or an 

experienced  woodworker,  you'll  find  something 

valuable in this book.
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Book Description

The Cabinetmaker's Handbook is the definitive guide to 

cabinetmaking,  providing  a  comprehensive  overview 

of  the  craft  for  both  beginners  and  experienced 

woodworkers. With clear, step-by-step instructions and 

hundreds  of  helpful  illustrations,  this  book  covers 

everything from the basics of cabinet construction to 

advanced techniques such as building custom cabinets 

and using jigs and fixtures.

Pasquale De Marco, a woodworker with over 15 years 

of  experience,  shares  his  expert  knowledge  in  this 

book, providing readers with everything they need to 

know to build beautiful, functional cabinets. Whether 

you're a beginner looking to build your first cabinet or 

an experienced woodworker who wants to learn new 

techniques,  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook  has 

something for you.
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In  addition  to  the  comprehensive  coverage  of 

cabinetmaking  techniques,  The  Cabinetmaker's 

Handbook also includes a chapter on cabinet  design. 

This  chapter  provides  guidance  on  how  to  plan  a 

cabinet  layout,  choose  the  right  cabinet  style,  and 

design for functionality and aesthetics.

With  its  clear,  concise  writing  style  and  wealth  of 

information,  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook  is  the 

perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn more 

about cabinetmaking. Whether you're a beginner or an 

experienced  woodworker,  you'll  find  something 

valuable in this book.

Here's  what  you'll  learn  in  The  Cabinetmaker's 

Handbook:

 The  basics  of  cabinet  construction,  including 

how to choose the right materials, hardware, and 

finishes
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 Advanced  cabinetmaking  techniques,  such  as 

building  custom  cabinets  and  using  jigs  and 

fixtures

 How  to  design  cabinets  for  functionality  and 

aesthetics

 How  to  troubleshoot  common  cabinetmaking 

problems

 And much more!

With  The  Cabinetmaker's  Handbook,  you'll  have 

everything  you  need  to  build  beautiful,  functional 

cabinets that will last for years to come.
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Chapter  1:  Essential  Tools  and 

Equipment

1. Types of saws

Saws are  essential  tools  for  woodworkers,  and there 

are  many  different  types  of  saws  available,  each 

designed  for  a  specific  purpose.  Some  of  the  most 

common types of saws include:

 Handsaws: Handsaws are portable saws that are 

used  for  a  variety  of  tasks,  such  as  cutting 

lumber, plywood, and other materials. There are 

many different types of handsaws, including:

 Back  saws: Back  saws  have  a  straight 

blade with a reinforced back, which makes 

them ideal for making precise cuts.

 Coping  saws: Coping  saws  have  a  U-

shaped  frame  with  a  thin  blade,  which 

makes them ideal  for  cutting curves and 

intricate shapes.
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 Crosscut saws: Crosscut saws have teeth 

that  are  designed  for  cutting  across  the 

grain of wood, which makes them ideal for 

cutting lumber and plywood.

 Rip  saws: Rip  saws  have  teeth  that  are 

designed  for  cutting  with  the  grain  of 

wood, which makes them ideal for cutting 

boards and planks.

 Power saws: Power saws are electric or battery-

powered saws that are used for a variety of tasks, 

such  as  cutting  lumber,  plywood,  and  other 

materials.  There  are  many  different  types  of 

power saws, including:

 Circular  saws: Circular  saws  have  a 

circular blade that is mounted on a motor, 

which  makes  them  ideal  for  making 

straight cuts.

 Compound miter saws: Compound miter 

saws have a blade that can be tilted and 
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rotated,  which  makes  them  ideal  for 

making angled cuts.

 Jigsaws: Jigsaws  have  a  reciprocating 

blade that is mounted on a motor, which 

makes them ideal  for  cutting curves and 

intricate shapes.

 Table saws: Table saws have a blade that 

is mounted on a table, which makes them 

ideal for making precise cuts.

The type of  saw that  you choose will  depend on the 

specific task that you are performing. For example, if 

you are cutting lumber, you would use a crosscut saw. 

If you are cutting curves, you would use a coping saw.

When choosing a saw, it is important to consider the 

following factors:

 The type of material that you will be cutting: 

Different types of saws are designed for cutting 

different  types  of  materials.  For  example,  a 
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handsaw is ideal for cutting wood, while a power 

saw is ideal for cutting metal.

 The thickness of the material that you will be 

cutting: The  thickness  of  the  material  will 

determine the size of the saw that you need. For 

example,  a  small  handsaw  is  ideal  for  cutting 

thin materials, while a large power saw is ideal 

for cutting thick materials.

 The  accuracy  of  the  cut  that  you  need: The 

accuracy of  the  cut  will  determine the  type  of 

saw that you need.  For example,  a handsaw is 

ideal for making rough cuts, while a power saw 

is ideal for making precise cuts.

Once you have considered all of these factors, you can 

choose the right saw for the job.
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Chapter  1:  Essential  Tools  and 

Equipment

2. Measuring and marking tools

Measuring  and  marking  tools  are  essential  for  any 

woodworker,  whether  you're  a  beginner  or  an 

experienced  professional.  These  tools  allow  you  to 

accurately measure and mark your workpieces, which 

is essential for ensuring that your projects are precise 

and well-crafted.

There are a variety of different measuring and marking 

tools  available,  each  with  its  own  unique  purpose. 

Some  of  the  most  common  measuring  and  marking 

tools include:

 Rulers  and  measuring  tapes: Rulers  and 

measuring tapes are used to measure the length 

and width of workpieces. They are available in a 

variety of sizes and materials, so you can choose 

the one that best suits your needs.
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 Squares: Squares  are  used to  create  90-degree 

angles  and  to  check  the  squareness  of 

workpieces.  They  are  available  in  a  variety  of 

sizes and styles, including combination squares, 

framing squares, and speed squares.

 Levels: Levels are used to check the levelness of 

surfaces. They are available in a variety of sizes 

and styles,  including torpedo levels,  box levels, 

and laser levels.

 Marking  gauges: Marking  gauges  are  used  to 

mark lines on workpieces. They are available in 

a  variety  of  sizes  and styles,  including mortise 

gauges, dovetail gauges, and scratch gauges.

In addition to these basic measuring and marking tools, 

there are a number of other specialized tools that can 

be used for specific tasks. For example, calipers can be 

used  to  measure  the  thickness  of  workpieces,  and 

protractors can be used to measure angles.
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When  choosing  measuring  and  marking  tools,  it  is 

important to consider the accuracy and precision that 

you need. For most woodworking projects, a basic set 

of measuring and marking tools will suffice. However, 

if  you are working on a project  that  requires a high 

degree of  accuracy,  you may need to  invest  in more 

specialized tools.

No matter what your woodworking needs are, having 

the right measuring and marking tools will help you to 

ensure that your projects are accurate and well-crafted.
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Chapter  1:  Essential  Tools  and 

Equipment

3. Power tools for woodworking

Power tools can make woodworking much easier and 

more efficient. However, it is important to choose the 

right power tools for the job and to use them safely.

Some  of  the  most  common  power  tools  used  in 

woodworking include:

 Circular saws are used to make straight cuts in 

wood.

 Jigsaw is used to make curved cuts in wood.

 Drills are used to make holes in wood.

 Sanders are used to smooth the surface of wood.

 Routers are  used  to  cut  decorative  edges  in 

wood.

When choosing power tools, it is important to consider 

the following factors:
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 The type of  wood you will  be working with. 

Some power tools  are  better  suited for  certain 

types of wood than others.

 The size of the project you will be working on. 

Some power tools are more powerful than others 

and can handle larger projects.

 Your  skill  level. Some  power  tools  are  more 

difficult to use than others. If you are a beginner, 

it  is  important  to  choose  power  tools  that  are 

easy to use and safe.

It is also important to use power tools safely. Always 

wear  safety  glasses  and  earplugs  when  using  power 

tools.  Make  sure  that  the  power  tool  is  properly 

grounded  and  that  the  work  area  is  well-ventilated. 

Never  use  a  power  tool  that  is  damaged  or 

malfunctioning.

With  the  right  power  tools  and  the  proper  safety 

precautions,  you  can  use  power  tools  to  make 

woodworking easier and more enjoyable.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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