
The  Revolution's  Echo:  Nicaragua  and 

the United States; a Troubled History

Introduction

The Nicaraguan Revolution was a defining moment in 

Latin American history. It began in 1978 with a popular 

uprising against the Somoza dynasty, which had ruled 

Nicaragua  for  over  four  decades.  The  Sandinistas,  a 

left-wing  guerrilla  group,  led  the  revolution  and 

eventually overthrew the Somoza regime in 1979.

The Sandinistas'  victory was a  major setback for  the 

United States, which had long supported the Somozas. 

The United States saw the Sandinistas as a communist 

threat and immediately began working to undermine 

their  government.  The  US  provided  financial  and 

military  support  to  the  Contras,  a  counter-
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revolutionary group that fought against the Sandinistas 

throughout the 1980s.

The Contra War was a bloody and protracted conflict 

that  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  tens  of  thousands  of 

Nicaraguans. The Sandinistas were eventually able to 

defeat the Contras, but the war left Nicaragua in ruins. 

The country's economy was devastated, and its social 

fabric was torn apart.

In 1990,  the Sandinistas were defeated in a free and 

fair  election.  They  were  replaced  by  a  coalition  of 

opposition parties led by Violeta Chamorro. Chamorro's 

government began the process of rebuilding Nicaragua, 

but the country continued to face many challenges.

The Sandinista Revolution had a profound impact on 

Nicaragua  and  on  US-Nicaragua  relations.  The 

revolution  led  to  a  decade  of  war  and  economic 

hardship,  but  it  also  brought  about  a  number  of 

positive  changes.  The  Sandinistas  implemented  a 

number of social programs that benefited the poor and 
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marginalized.  They  also  promoted  literacy  and 

education.

The United States'  role  in  the Nicaraguan Revolution 

was  controversial.  The  US  supported  the  Contras, 

which  prolonged  the  war  and  caused  unnecessary 

suffering.  However,  the  US also  played a  role  in  the 

peace process that eventually ended the war.

The  Nicaraguan  Revolution  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted event.  It  is  a  story of  struggle,  sacrifice, 

and hope. It is also a story of betrayal and intervention. 

The Nicaraguan Revolution is a reminder of the power 

of people to change their own destiny, but it is also a 

reminder of the limits of that power.
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Book Description

In "The Revolution's  Echo:  Nicaragua and the United 

States; a Troubled History," author Pasquale De Marco 

takes  a  deep  dive  into  the  complex  and  tumultuous 

relationship between Nicaragua and the United States, 

focusing on the period from the Sandinista Revolution 

in 1979 to the end of Sandinista rule in 1990.

Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview of the Nicaraguan Revolution, from its origins 

in  the  oppressive  rule  of  the  Somoza dynasty  to  the 

Sandinistas' eventual victory. He also examines the US 

role in the revolution, from its initial support for the 

Somozas to its later backing of the Contras, a counter-

revolutionary group that waged a bloody war against 

the Sandinistas.

"The Revolution's Echo" also explores the Sandinistas' 

attempts to rebuild Nicaragua after the revolution, the 

challenges they faced, and the impact of their policies 
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on the country. Pasquale De Marco also discusses the 

US-backed Contra War,  which devastated Nicaragua's 

economy and social fabric.

Drawing  on  extensive  research  and  interviews  with 

key  figures  from  the  period,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

provides  a  nuanced  and  balanced  account  of  this 

tumultuous time in Nicaraguan history. He sheds light 

on the complex interplay of domestic and international 

factors that shaped the course of the revolution and its 

aftermath.

"The  Revolution's  Echo"  is  a  valuable  resource  for 

anyone  interested  in  Latin  American  history,  US 

foreign  policy,  or  the  history  of  revolutions.  It  is  a 

thought-provoking and informative book that provides 

a deeper understanding of one of the most significant 

events in recent Nicaraguan history.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Revolution

The Rise of the Sandinistas

The Sandinistas,  a left-wing guerrilla group,  emerged 

as a major force in Nicaragua in the late 1960s.  The 

group was founded by Carlos Fonseca Amador, Tomás 

Borge Martínez, and Silvio Mayorga Delgado, who were 

inspired by the Cuban Revolution and the writings of 

Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin.

The  Sandinistas'  goal  was  to  overthrow  the  Somoza 

dynasty,  which had ruled Nicaragua since the 1930s. 

The Somozas were a wealthy and powerful family who 

had  amassed  a  vast  fortune  through  corruption  and 

exploitation. They were also responsible for the deaths 

of thousands of Nicaraguans.

The Sandinistas launched their first major offensive in 

1967, but they were quickly defeated by the National 

Guard, the Somoza family's private army. However, the 

Sandinistas continued to operate in the mountains and 
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rural  areas  of  Nicaragua,  and  they  gradually  gained 

support from the Nicaraguan people.

In 1972, the Sandinistas assassinated Anastasio Somoza 

García,  the  head  of  the  Somoza  dynasty.  Somoza's 

death  sparked  a  wave  of  protests  and  uprisings 

throughout Nicaragua. The Sandinistas took advantage 

of  the  chaos  to  launch  a  new  offensive,  and  they 

quickly gained control of large parts of the country.

By  1979,  the  Sandinistas  had  defeated  the  National 

Guard  and  forced  Somoza's  son,  Anastasio  Somoza 

Debayle,  to  flee the country.  The Sandinistas'  victory 

was  a  major  turning  point  in  Nicaraguan  history.  It 

ended the Somoza dynasty's 40-year rule and brought a 

new era of hope and possibility to Nicaragua.

The  Rise  of  the  Sandinistas  was  a  complex  and 

multifaceted event. It was a story of struggle, sacrifice, 

and  hope.  It  was  also  a  story  of  betrayal  and 

intervention. The Sandinistas' victory was a testament 
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to the power of people to change their own destiny, but 

it was also a reminder of the limits of that power.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Revolution

The Somoza Dynasty's Fall

The  Somoza  dynasty  ruled  Nicaragua  for  over  four 

decades,  from  the  1930s  to  the  1970s.  The  Somozas 

were a wealthy and powerful  family who used their 

position to enrich themselves and their cronies. They 

also  used  violence  and  intimidation  to  suppress  any 

opposition to their rule.

By the 1970s, the Somoza dynasty was facing growing 

opposition from the Nicaraguan people. The economy 

was in shambles, and the Somozas were widely seen as 

corrupt  and oppressive.  A  broad coalition of  groups, 

including  students,  workers,  peasants,  and  business 

leaders, came together to demand change.

The Sandinistas,  a left-wing guerrilla group,  emerged 

as  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  movement.  The 

Sandinistas  were  inspired  by  the  Cuban  Revolution, 
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and  they  believed  that  armed  struggle  was  the  only 

way to overthrow the Somoza dictatorship.

In  1979,  the  Sandinistas  launched  a  final  offensive 

against the Somoza regime. The fighting was fierce, but 

the Sandinistas were eventually victorious. Somoza fled 

the country, and the Sandinistas took power.

The fall  of  the Somoza dynasty was a  major turning 

point  in  Nicaraguan  history.  It  ended  decades  of 

dictatorship  and  opened  the  door  to  a  new  era  of 

democracy and social justice. However, the Sandinistas' 

victory  also  led  to  a  decade  of  war  and  economic 

hardship.

The Somozas' Repressive Rule

The Somozas ruled Nicaragua with an iron fist.  They 

used  the  military  and  the  police  to  suppress  any 

dissent.  Thousands  of  Nicaraguans  were  killed, 

tortured, or imprisoned during the Somoza era.
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The Somozas also rigged elections and manipulated the 

media  to  maintain  their  power.  They  controlled  the 

country's  economy and used their  position to  enrich 

themselves and their cronies.

The Rise of the Sandinistas

The Sandinistas were a group of young revolutionaries 

who  were  inspired  by  the  Cuban  Revolution.  They 

believed  that  armed  struggle  was  the  only  way  to 

overthrow the Somoza dictatorship.

The Sandinistas were named after Augusto C. Sandino, 

a Nicaraguan rebel leader who fought against the US 

occupation of Nicaragua in the 1920s. Sandino was a 

national hero, and the Sandinistas adopted his name to 

honor his legacy.

The Sandinistas' Victory

In  1979,  the  Sandinistas  launched  a  final  offensive 

against the Somoza regime. The fighting was fierce, but 
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the Sandinistas were eventually victorious. Somoza fled 

the country, and the Sandinistas took power.

The Sandinistas' victory was a major turning point in 

Nicaraguan  history.  It  ended  decades  of  dictatorship 

and opened the door to a new era of democracy and 

social justice. However, the Sandinistas' victory also led 

to a decade of war and economic hardship.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Revolution

The Early Days of the Revolution

After the Sandinistas' victory over the Somoza regime 

in July 1979, Nicaragua embarked on a new chapter in 

its history. The early days of the revolution were a time 

of great hope and idealism, as the Sandinistas set about 

transforming the country.

One  of  the  first  things  the  Sandinistas  did  was  to 

implement  a  series  of  social  programs  aimed  at 

improving  the  lives  of  the  poor  and  marginalized. 

These  programs  included  a  literacy  campaign,  a 

healthcare program, and a land reform program. The 

Sandinistas  also  nationalized  key  industries,  such  as 

banking  and  mining,  and  they  began  to  redistribute 

wealth more equitably.

The  Sandinistas'  social  programs  were  popular  with 

many  Nicaraguans,  but  they  also  led  to  economic 

problems.  The  nationalization  of  industries  and  the 
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redistribution of wealth scared away foreign investors, 

and the country's economy began to decline.

In addition to their social and economic programs, the 

Sandinistas also focused on consolidating their power. 

They  created  a  new  constitution  that  gave  the 

Sandinista  National  Liberation  Front  (FSLN)  a 

monopoly on power. They also created a new army and 

security force, which were loyal to the FSLN.

The Sandinistas' efforts to consolidate their power led 

to a crackdown on dissent. The government censored 

the  media,  and  it  arrested  and  imprisoned  political 

opponents.  The  Sandinistas  also  began  to  persecute 

religious groups, particularly the Catholic Church.

The Sandinistas'  early days in power were a time of 

great  change  and  upheaval.  The  government's  social 

programs were popular  with many Nicaraguans,  but 

they also led to economic problems.  The Sandinistas' 

efforts to consolidate their power led to a crackdown 
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on  dissent,  and  they  began  to  persecute  religious 

groups.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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