
The First American Flag

Introduction

The  American  flag  is  one  of  the  most  recognizable 

symbols  in  the  world.  It  is  a  symbol  of  freedom, 

democracy,  and  opportunity.  But  how  did  the 

American flag come to be? And who was the woman 

who is credited with sewing the first one?

Betsy Ross was born in Philadelphia in 1752. She was 

the daughter of a ship's carpenter and a midwife. Betsy 

was  a  skilled  seamstress,  and  she  often  helped  her 

mother with her work.

In  1776,  the  Continental  Congress  was  meeting  in 

Philadelphia  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  American 

colonies. The delegates were debating whether or not 

to declare independence from Great Britain.
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One  day,  a  group  of  delegates  came  to  Betsy  Ross's 

upholstery shop. They asked her if she could sew a flag 

for the new nation. Betsy was honored to be asked, and 

she agreed to do it.

Betsy worked day and night to sew the flag. She used a 

piece of white cloth that she had been saving for her 

wedding dress. She also used some red and blue fabric 

that she had leftover from other projects.

The flag that Betsy Ross sewed was a simple one. It had 

thirteen stars, which represented the thirteen colonies. 

It  also  had  thirteen  stripes,  which  represented  the 

thirteen original states.

The flag that Betsy Ross sewed was the first American 

flag. It was flown for the first time on June 14, 1777, at 

the Battle of Brandywine. The flag has been flown ever 

since, and it is a symbol of the United States of America.

Betsy Ross was a remarkable woman. She was a skilled 

seamstress,  and she  played an important  role  in  the 
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American Revolution. Her flag is a symbol of freedom 

and democracy, and it is a reminder of the sacrifices 

that were made to create the United States of America.
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Book Description

The First American Flag tells the story of Betsy Ross, 

the  woman  who  is  credited  with  sewing  the  first 

American flag. The book follows Betsy's life from her 

early years in Philadelphia to her role in the American 

Revolution.

The  book  is  based  on  extensive  research,  and  it 

provides  a  detailed  and  accurate  account  of  Betsy 

Ross's  life  and  work.  The  book  also  includes  many 

illustrations, which help to bring Betsy's story to life.

The First American Flag is a fascinating and inspiring 

story of a remarkable woman who played a significant 

role in the American Revolution. The book is a must-

read for anyone who is interested in American history 

or the history of the American flag.

The First  American Flag is  a  valuable  resource  for 

teachers,  students,  and  anyone  who  is  interested  in 

learning  more  about  Betsy  Ross  and  her  role  in 
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American  history.  The  book  is  well-written  and 

engaging, and it is sure to appeal to readers of all ages.

The First American Flag is a reminder of the sacrifices 

that were made to create the United States of America. 

The book is a testament to the power of one person to 

make a difference in the world. 
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Chapter  1: The  Seamstress  of 

Philadelphia**

The Life of Betsy Ross

Betsy Ross was born Elizabeth Griscom in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, on January 1, 1752. Her father, Samuel 

Griscom,  was  a  ship's  carpenter  and  her  mother, 

Rebecca James Griscom, was a midwife. Betsy was the 

eighth of seventeen children.

Betsy's  family  was  Quaker,  and  she  was  raised  in  a 

religious  household.  She  received  a  basic  education, 

learning to read, write, and do arithmetic. She was also 

taught  to  sew,  a  skill  that  would  later  become  her 

livelihood.

In 1773, Betsy married John Ross, an upholsterer. The 

couple  had  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

However,  John  Ross  died  in  1776,  leaving  Betsy  a 

widow with two young children.
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After her husband's death, Betsy continued to work as 

an upholsterer. She was a skilled seamstress, and her 

work was in high demand. She also became involved in 

the American Revolution.

In 1776, Betsy was asked by George Washington to sew 

the first American flag. She agreed, and she worked day 

and night to complete the flag. The flag was a success, 

and it was flown for the first time on June 14, 1777, at 

the Battle of Brandywine.

Betsy Ross continued to sew flags throughout the war. 

She  also  made  other  items  for  the  soldiers,  such  as 

uniforms and blankets. Her work was essential to the 

war  effort,  and  she  played  an  important  role  in  the 

American Revolution.

After  the  war,  Betsy  Ross  continued  to  work  as  a 

seamstress.  She also became involved in politics,  and 

she was a strong advocate for women's rights. She died 

in Philadelphia on January 30, 1836, at the age of 84.
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Chapter  1: The  Seamstress  of 

Philadelphia**

Her Early Years

Betsy  Ross  was  born  on  January  1,  1752,  in 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  the  eighth  of 

thirteen children born to Samuel and Sarah Griscom 

Ross.  Her  father  was  a  prominent  Quaker  merchant 

and her mother was a devout Quaker. Betsy was raised 

in  a  religious  household  and was  taught  the  Quaker 

values of simplicity, honesty, and hard work.

From a young age, Betsy showed an interest in sewing. 

She often helped her mother with her needlework and 

quickly became skilled at the craft. By the time she was 

a teenager, Betsy was able to sew her own clothes and 

was  even  able  to  make  clothes  for  her  family  and 

friends.

In 1773, Betsy married John Ross, a fellow Quaker. The 

couple had two children together, a son named George 
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and a daughter named Susanna. Betsy and John were 

happily married, but their happiness was short-lived. 

In 1775, John died of smallpox.

Betsy was deeply saddened by her husband's death, but 

she did not give up. She continued to sew and support 

her  children.  She  also  became  involved  in  the 

American  Revolution.  In  1776,  she  sewed  the  first 

American flag. This flag was flown by General George 

Washington at the Battle of Brandywine.

Betsy Ross's story is a story of courage, resilience, and 

determination. She faced many challenges in her life, 

but she never gave up. She was a strong woman who 

made  a  significant  contribution  to  the  American 

Revolution.

9



Chapter  1: The  Seamstress  of 

Philadelphia**

Her Marriage

Betsy Ross's  first marriage was to John Ross,  a ship's 

carpenter.  They were married in 1773,  and they had 

two  daughters  together.  However,  John  Ross  died  in 

1776, leaving Betsy a widow with two young children.

In 1777, Betsy Ross married Joseph Ashburn, a wealthy 

upholsterer.  Ashburn  was  a  kind  and  supportive 

husband,  and  he  helped  Betsy  to  raise  her  two 

daughters.  They  were  married  for  ten  years,  until 

Ashburn died in 1787.

Betsy Ross never married again. She remained a widow 

for the rest of her life, and she devoted herself to her 

work and to her family.

Betsy Ross was a remarkable woman. She was a skilled 

seamstress,  and she  played an important  role  in  the 
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American Revolution. Her flag is a symbol of freedom 

and democracy, and it is a reminder of the sacrifices 

that were made to create the United States of America.

11



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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