The Legacy of Aggression

Introduction

Prehistoric warfare has long been shrouded in myth
and misconception. The popular image of the "noble
savage," living in harmony with nature and free from
the scourge of violence, has persisted for centuries.
Even among scholars, the prevailing view has been that
prehistoric warfare was rare, ritualized, and relatively

harmless.

However, a growing body of evidence suggests that this
view is fundamentally flawed. Archaeological and
anthropological research from around the world is
revealing a very different picture of prehistoric
warfare: one that is characterized by frequent, deadly,

and ruthless conflict.



In this book, we will explore the evidence for
prehistoric warfare and challenge the myth of the
peaceful savage. We will examine the causes, methods,
and consequences of prehistoric war, and we will see

how it has shaped the course of human history.

We will also consider the implications of prehistoric
warfare for our understanding of modern war. By
understanding the roots of human conflict, we can
better understand the challenges of preventing and

resolving war in the present day.

The evidence for prehistoric warfare is overwhelming.
Archaeological sites around the world have yielded a
wealth of evidence for violent conflict, including mass
graves, fortifications, and weapons. Anthropological
studies of non-state societies have also provided

valuable insights into the nature of prehistoric warfare.

The picture that emerges from this evidence is one of a
world where warfare was a common and deadly
occurrence. Prehistoric people fought over resources,
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territory, and prestige. They raided neighboring
villages, ambushed hunting parties, and engaged in
pitched battles. The casualties of war were often high,

and the impact on prehistoric societies was profound.

Prehistoric warfare had a major impact on the
development of human societies. It led to the
development of new technologies, such as weapons
and fortifications. It also led to the emergence of social
hierarchies and the concentration of power in the

hands of a few individuals.

The legacy of prehistoric warfare can still be seen
today. The borders of many modern states are the
result of ancient conflicts. The ethnic and religious
tensions that plague our world today often have their

roots in prehistoric wars.

By understanding the history of prehistoric warfare,
we can better understand the challenges of preventing

and resolving war in the present day.



Book Description

For centuries, the myth of the "noble savage" has
painted a picture of prehistoric people living in
harmony with nature and free from the scourge of
violence. But a growing body of evidence is revealing a
very different reality: one of frequent, deadly, and

ruthless warfare.

In this groundbreaking book, we challenge the myth of
the peaceful savage and explore the evidence for
prehistoric warfare. Drawing on archaeological and
anthropological research from around the world, we
reveal a world where warfare was a common and

devastating occurrence.

We examine the causes, methods, and consequences of
prehistoric war, and we see how it has shaped the
course of human history. We also consider the
implications of prehistoric warfare for our

understanding of modern war. By understanding the



roots of human conflict, we can better understand the
challenges of preventing and resolving war in the

present day.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
the history of warfare, the evolution of human
societies, or the challenges of peacemaking in the
modern world. It is a powerful reminder that war is
not a new phenomenon, and that it is a problem that

we must continue to work to overcome.
In these pages, you will discover:

e The overwhelming evidence for prehistoric
warfare, from mass graves to fortifications to
weapons.

e The causes of prehistoric war, including
competition for resources, territory, and
prestige.

e The methods of prehistoric warfare, from raids

and ambushes to pitched battles.



e The consequences of prehistoric war, including
death, destruction, and the rise of social

hierarchies.

e The implications of prehistoric warfare for our
understanding of modern war and the

challenges of peacemaking.

This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the true nature of prehistoric warfare and

its impact on the development of human societies.



Chapter 1: The Myth of Peace

The Noble Savage Myth

The myth of the noble savage is a romantic and
idealized view of indigenous peoples, depicting them as
living in harmony with nature and free from the evils
of civilization. This myth has been popularized in
literature, film, and art for centuries, and it continues
to influence our perceptions of indigenous peoples

today.

However, the myth of the noble savage is a myth. It is a
fiction that has been created and perpetuated by
outsiders, and it bears little resemblance to the reality

of indigenous life.

In reality, indigenous peoples are just as diverse as any
other population group. They have their own unique
cultures, histories, and ways of life. They are not all
peaceful and harmonious, and they are not all innocent

victims of civilization.



Like all other human beings, indigenous peoples are
capable of both good and evil. They can be violent and
warlike, just as they can be peaceful and cooperative.
They can be wise and intelligent, just as they can be

foolish and ignorant.

The myth of the noble savage is a harmful stereotype. It
denies the humanity of indigenous peoples and it
makes it difficult for us to understand their real
experiences. It also makes it easier for us to justify the

oppression and exploitation of indigenous peoples.

It is time to put an end to the myth of the noble savage.
We need to recognize that indigenous peoples are just
as complex and diverse as any other population group.
We need to respect their cultures and their ways of life.
And we need to work to end the oppression and

exploitation that they continue to face.

The Legacy of the Noble Savage Myth



The myth of the noble savage has had a profound
impact on the way that indigenous peoples have been
treated by outsiders. For centuries, indigenous peoples
have been seen as inferior to Europeans and other
civilized peoples. They have been denied their rights,
their lands have been stolen, and their cultures have

been destroyed.

The myth of the noble savage has also been used to
justify violence against indigenous peoples. In the
United States, for example, the myth of the noble
savage was used to justify the genocide of Native
Americans. In Canada, the myth of the noble savage
was used to justify the creation of residential schools,
where indigenous children were forcibly removed
from their families and subjected to physical and

sexual abuse.

The legacy of the noble savage myth is still with us

today. Indigenous peoples continue to face



discrimination and racism. They continue to be denied

their rights, and their lands continue to be stolen.

It is time to put an end to the legacy of the noble savage
myth. We need to recognize that indigenous peoples
are just as human as anyone else. We need to respect
their cultures and their ways of life. And we need to
work to end the oppression and exploitation that they

continue to face.
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Chapter 1: The Myth of Peace

The Idea of Peaceful Primitives

The idea of peaceful primitives is a myth that has been
perpetuated for centuries. It is often portrayed in
popular culture as a time when humans lived in
harmony with nature and each other, free from the
scourge of violence. However, the evidence suggests

that this view is fundamentally flawed.

Archaeological and anthropological research from
around the world has revealed that prehistoric warfare
was a common and deadly occurrence. Prehistoric
people fought over resources, territory, and prestige.
They raided neighboring villages, ambushed hunting
parties, and engaged in pitched battles. The casualties
of war were often high, and the impact on prehistoric

societies was profound.

The myth of peaceful primitives is often used to justify

the idea that war is a natural and inevitable part of
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human nature. However, the evidence suggests that
war is a learned behavior, not an innate one.
Prehistoric people were just as capable of peace as they
were of war. In fact, there is evidence that some
prehistoric societies were able to live in peace for long

periods of time.

The myth of peaceful primitives is also used to argue
against the possibility of world peace. However, the
evidence suggests that world peace is possible. If
prehistoric people were able to live in peace, then it is

possible for us to do the same.

The idea of peaceful primitives is a dangerous myth. It
leads us to believe that war is inevitable and that there
is nothing we can do to stop it. However, the evidence
suggests that war is a learned behavior, not an innate
one. It is possible to create a world without war, but we

must first dispel the myth of peaceful primitives.

The Evidence for Prehistoric Warfare
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The evidence for prehistoric warfare is overwhelming.
Archaeological sites around the world have yielded a
wealth of evidence for violent conflict, including mass
graves, fortifications, and weapons. Anthropological
studies of non-state societies have also provided

valuable insights into the nature of prehistoric warfare.

The picture that emerges from this evidence is one of a
world where warfare was a common and deadly
occurrence. Prehistoric people fought over resources,
territory, and prestige. They raided neighboring
villages, ambushed hunting parties, and engaged in
pitched battles. The casualties of war were often high,

and the impact on prehistoric societies was profound.

The myth of peaceful primitives is simply not
supported by the evidence. Prehistoric warfare was a
real and deadly phenomenon. It is time to dispel this

myth and start working towards a world without war.
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Chapter 1: The Myth of Peace

The Evidence for Prehistoric War

Prehistoric warfare 1is a well-established fact,

supported by a wealth of archaeological and

anthropological evidence.

Archaeological evidence for prehistoric warfare

includes:
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Mass graves: Mass graves containing the
remains of dozens or even hundreds of
individuals have been found at archaeological
sites around the world. These graves are often
associated with evidence of violence, such as
broken bones and projectile points.

Fortifications:  Prehistoric = people  built
fortifications, such as walls, ditches, and
ramparts, to protect themselves from attack.
These fortifications are found at archaeological

sites around the world, and they provide clear



evidence that prehistoric people were engaged in

warfare.

Weapons: Prehistoric people made a variety of
weapons, including spears, arrows, clubs, and
axes. These weapons were used for hunting, but

they were also used in warfare.

Anthropological evidence for prehistoric warfare

includes:

Ethnographic studies: Studies of non-state
societies have shown that warfare is a common
occurrence. These studies provide valuable
insights into the causes, methods, and

consequences of prehistoric warfare.

Historical records: Historical records from
ancient civilizations also provide evidence for
prehistoric warfare. These records describe wars
between different tribes and nations, and they
provide details about the causes, methods, and

consequences of these wars.
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The evidence for prehistoric warfare is overwhelming.
It is clear that prehistoric people were engaged in
frequent, deadly, and ruthless warfare. This warfare
had a major impact on the development of human
societies, and it is still shaping the world we live in

today.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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