
Music  Unlocked:  Harmony and Theory 

for a New Generation

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  been  a  passionate  music 

educator for over 20 years, sharing the joy of harmony 

and  music  theory  with  students  of  all  ages  and 

backgrounds. Their expertise in music education shines 

through in Music Unlocked: Harmony and Theory for a 

New  Generation,  a  comprehensive  guide  to 

contemporary music theory designed for the modern 

musician.

In  a  world  where  music  is  constantly  evolving, 

Pasquale De Marco recognizes the need for a resource 

that  caters to the dynamic sounds and techniques of 

today's music.  Music Unlocked: Harmony and Theory 

for  a  New  Generation  fills  this  gap  by  providing  a 
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thorough exploration of harmony and theory, tailored 

specifically  to  the  needs  of  pop  and  jazz  musicians. 

With  its  clear  explanations,  engaging  examples,  and 

practical  exercises,  Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and 

Theory for a New Generation empowers musicians to 

unlock  their  creative  potential  and  navigate  the 

intricacies of contemporary music.

Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and  Theory  for  a  New 

Generation is more than just a music theory book; it's a 

journey  of  exploration  and  discovery.  Pasquale  De 

Marco takes readers on a comprehensive tour of  the 

building blocks of  harmony,  from the foundations of 

scales and chords to the complexities of altered chords 

and modal jazz. Along the way, musicians will gain a 

deeper  understanding  of  how  chords  interact,  how 

melodies  and  rhythms  intertwine,  and  how  to  craft 

captivating  chord  progressions  that  resonate  with 

listeners.

2



The book delves into the practical applications of music 

theory,  providing  valuable  insights  into  songwriting, 

arranging,  and  improvisation.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

guides  readers  through  the  process  of  creating  their 

own  original  compositions,  offering  techniques  for 

developing melodies, crafting chord progressions, and 

arranging  music  for  different  instruments.  With  its 

emphasis  on  creativity  and  self-expression,  Music 

Unlocked: Harmony and Theory for a New Generation 

encourages  musicians  to  push  boundaries  and  forge 

their unique musical identities.

Whether you're a seasoned musician looking to expand 

your  knowledge  or  a  beginner  eager  to  unlock  the 

secrets  of  harmony,  Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and 

Theory  for  a  New  Generation  is  your  essential 

companion. Pasquale De Marco's passion for music and 

dedication  to  teaching  shine  through on  every  page, 

making  this  book  an  invaluable  resource  for  any 

musician  seeking  to  master  the  art  of  contemporary 

music theory.
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Book Description

Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and  Theory  for  a  New 

Generation  is  the  ultimate  guide  to  contemporary 

music  theory,  tailored  specifically  for  pop  and  jazz 

musicians.  Renowned  music  educator  Pasquale  De 

Marco  brings  their  passion  and  expertise  to  this 

comprehensive  resource,  providing  a  deep  dive  into 

the  intricacies  of  harmony  and  theory  in  modern 

music.

With  clear  explanations,  engaging  examples,  and 

practical  exercises,  Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and 

Theory for a New Generation empowers musicians to 

unlock  their  creative  potential  and  navigate  the 

dynamic  soundscapes  of  today's  music.  From  the 

foundations of scales and chords to the complexities of 

altered chords and modal jazz, this book covers it all.

Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and  Theory  for  a  New 

Generation goes beyond mere theory, delving into the 
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practical applications of music theory in songwriting, 

arranging,  and  improvisation.  Musicians  will  learn 

how to  craft  captivating  chord  progressions,  develop 

memorable melodies, and arrange music for different 

instruments. With an emphasis on creativity and self-

expression,  this  book  encourages  musicians  to  push 

boundaries and forge their unique musical identities.

Whether you're a seasoned musician looking to expand 

your  knowledge  or  a  beginner  eager  to  unlock  the 

secrets  of  harmony,  Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and 

Theory  for  a  New  Generation  is  your  essential 

companion. Pasquale De Marco's passion for music and 

dedication  to  teaching  shine  through on  every  page, 

making  this  book  an  invaluable  resource  for  any 

musician  seeking  to  master  the  art  of  contemporary 

music theory.

In  Music  Unlocked:  Harmony and Theory for  a  New 

Generation, you'll discover:
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 A thorough exploration of harmony and theory, 

tailored to the needs of pop and jazz musicians

 Clear explanations and engaging examples that 

bring music theory to life

 Practical  exercises  to  reinforce  learning  and 

develop musical skills

 Insights  into  songwriting,  arranging,  and 

improvisation techniques

 Guidance  on  crafting  captivating  chord 

progressions and memorable melodies

 Encouragement to push boundaries and forge a 

unique musical identity

Music  Unlocked:  Harmony  and  Theory  for  a  New 

Generation is more than just a music theory book; it's a 

journey  of  exploration  and  discovery,  empowering 

musicians  to  unlock  their  creative  potential  and 

navigate  the  ever-evolving  world  of  contemporary 

music.
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Chapter 1: Harmony's Foundations

Notes, Scales, and Intervals

The realm of music is built upon the interplay of notes, 

scales,  and  intervals.  These  fundamental  elements 

serve  as  the  building  blocks  of  harmony,  the  art  of 

combining  notes  to  create  pleasing  and  meaningful 

sounds. In this chapter, we embark on a journey into 

the  world  of  harmony,  laying  a  solid  foundation  for 

understanding its complexities.

Notes: The Building Blocks of Music

Every  musical  journey  begins  with  a  note,  the  basic 

unit  of  musical  sound.  Notes  are  represented  on  a 

musical  staff,  a  set  of  five  horizontal  lines  and  four 

spaces,  where  each  line  and  space  corresponds  to  a 

specific  pitch.  The  placement  of  a  note  on  the  staff 

determines its pitch, with higher notes located higher 

on the staff and lower notes positioned lower.
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The most commonly used notes in Western music are 

the twelve chromatic  notes,  which include the seven 

natural notes (A, B, C, D, E, F, and G) and five sharps 

and flats, denoted by the symbols # and , respectively.♭  

These sharps and flats raise or lower the pitch of a note 

by a half step, creating a wider palette of sounds.

Scales: Patterns of Notes

Scales  are  organized  patterns  of  notes  arranged  in 

ascending  or  descending  order.  They  provide  a 

framework for melodies, harmonies, and chords, and 

serve as  the foundation for  much of  Western music. 

Major  and  minor  scales  are  the  two  most  common 

types  of  scales,  each  possessing  a  unique  sound and 

character.

Major  scales  are  characterized  by  their  bright  and 

cheerful  sound,  often  associated  with  happiness  and 

optimism.  Minor  scales,  on  the  other  hand,  have  a 

darker and more somber tone, often conveying feelings 

of sadness or melancholy. The arrangement of whole 
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steps  and  half  steps  within  a  scale  determines  its 

specific sound and mood.

Intervals: The Relationships Between Notes

Intervals  measure  the  distance  between  two  notes, 

both in terms of  pitch and the number of  half  steps 

between them. Intervals play a crucial role in creating 

harmony and melody,  as  they determine the specific 

relationships and tensions between notes.

The  most  common  intervals  are  the  unison,  second, 

third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  octave.  Each 

interval  has  its  own  unique  sound  and  character, 

ranging  from  consonant  (pleasing  and  stable)  to 

dissonant  (tense  and  unstable).  Understanding 

intervals is essential for constructing chords, building 

melodies, and creating harmonic progressions.

Conclusion

Notes,  scales,  and  intervals  are  the  cornerstones  of 

harmony,  providing  the  basic  elements  for  creating 
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music.  By  understanding these  fundamental  building 

blocks,  musicians can unlock a world of  possibilities, 

crafting melodies, harmonies, and chords that resonate 

with listeners and create lasting impressions.
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Chapter 1: Harmony's Foundations

Chords: Building Blocks of Harmony

Harmony, the art of combining musical notes to create 

pleasing sounds, lies at the heart of music. It provides 

the foundation for melodies, rhythms, and the overall 

structure of a musical piece. At the core of harmony are 

chords, the fundamental units that shape the harmonic 

landscape of music.

Chords  are  groups  of  notes  played  simultaneously, 

typically consisting of three or more notes. These notes 

are  carefully  selected  based  on  their  relationship  to 

each  other,  creating  a  distinct  sound  and  character. 

Chords can be major,  minor,  augmented, diminished, 

and  various  other  types,  each  with  unique 

characteristics and emotional implications.

In contemporary music theory, chords are commonly 

built  upon  scales,  which  are  organized  sets  of  notes 

arranged in ascending or descending order. The notes 
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of  a  chord  are  typically  chosen  from  the  scale 

associated with the chord's root note. For instance, in 

the C major scale (C, D, E, F, G, A, B), the C major chord 

consists of the notes C, E, and G.

The  relationship  between  chords  within  a  musical 

piece  is  governed  by  chord  progressions.  Chord 

progressions  are  sequences  of  chords  that  create  a 

sense of movement and direction in music. They can be 

simple  or  complex,  diatonic  or  chromatic,  and serve 

various purposes such as establishing tonality, creating 

tension and release, and guiding the listener through 

the musical journey.

Chords  play  a  crucial  role  in  shaping  the  mood and 

atmosphere of a piece of music. Major chords generally 

convey a sense of brightness, happiness, and optimism, 

while minor chords often evoke emotions of sadness, 

melancholy, or reflection. Different types of chords can 

also  create  tension  or  resolution,  excitement  or 

calmness, depending on their context and usage.
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Understanding chords and their functions is essential 

for  musicians  who  wish  to  create  compelling  and 

expressive  music.  Whether  you're  a  songwriter, 

arranger,  or  performer,  mastering  the  art  of  chords 

will unlock a world of creative possibilities and allow 

you to craft  music that resonates with listeners on a 

deeper level.
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Chapter 1: Harmony's Foundations

Chord Progressions: Creating Musical Flow

Chord progressions are the backbone of  any musical 

composition,  providing  a  framework  for  melodies, 

rhythms,  and  overall  structure.  They  dictate  the 

harmonic  movement  of  a  piece,  guiding  listeners 

through  a  journey  of  emotions  and  colors.  In 

contemporary music, chord progressions have evolved 

to  become  increasingly  sophisticated,  incorporating 

diverse influences from around the world.

Unraveling the Elements of Chord Progressions

At their core, chord progressions consist of a series of 

chords  played  in  succession.  Each  chord  comprises 

multiple  notes  stacked  vertically,  creating  a  unique 

harmonic sound. The choice of chords, their order, and 

the  transitions  between  them  determine  the  overall 

character and feel of the music.
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Functional Harmony: A Guiding Force

In  traditional  Western  music  theory,  functional 

harmony  plays  a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  chord 

progressions. Functional harmony assigns specific roles 

to chords based on their relationship to the tonic,  or 

key center, of the piece. Tonic chords provide stability 

and  resolution,  dominant  chords  create  tension  and 

forward  motion,  and  subdominant  chords  serve  as 

transitional elements.

Beyond  Functional  Harmony:  Exploring  New 

Horizons

Contemporary  music  often  breaks  free  from  the 

confines  of  functional  harmony,  embracing  a  wider 

palette  of  chord  choices  and  progressions.  Extended 

chords, altered chords, and modal interchange are just 

a few techniques that composers use to create unique 

and captivating harmonic landscapes.
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The  Art  of  Voice  Leading:  A  Smooth  Harmonic 

Journey

Voice  leading  refers  to  the  movement  of  individual 

notes within a chord progression. Smooth voice leading 

ensures that the transition from one chord to another 

is  seamless  and  avoids  awkward  leaps  or  clashes 

between  notes.  This  technique  contributes  to  the 

overall flow and coherence of the music.

Creating Emotional Impact with Chord Progressions

Chord  progressions  have  a  profound  impact  on  the 

emotional response of listeners. Major chords generally 

convey  a  sense  of  happiness  and  brightness,  while 

minor  chords  evoke  feelings  of  sadness  and 

contemplation.  By  carefully  selecting  and  arranging 

chords, composers can create a wide range of moods 

and atmospheres, from the uplifting to the melancholic.
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Experimentation  and  Innovation:  The  Path  to 

Harmonic Discovery

The  world  of  chord  progressions  is  vast  and  ever-

changing,  offering  endless  opportunities  for 

exploration and innovation.  Musicians are constantly 

pushing boundaries,  experimenting with new sounds 

and  techniques  to  create  unique  and  memorable 

harmonic experiences.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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