
Destination Fort Myers: The Haven of a 

Genius

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a lifelong resident of Fort Myers, 

has spent years researching and writing about the life 

and legacy of Thomas Edison in the city. He has had 

access  to  exclusive  archives  and  has  interviewed 

numerous experts and descendants of Edison's family 

and friends.

In this Destination Fort Myers: The Haven of a Genius, 

Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey through 

Edison's  Fort  Myers,  exploring  the  places  where  he 

lived,  worked,  and  played.  He  shares  little-known 

stories and anecdotes, and provides a fresh perspective 

on Edison's impact on the city and the world.
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The book is divided into ten chapters, each focusing on 

a different aspect of Edison's life in Fort Myers. Chapter 

1,  "The Allure of Fort Myers,"  describes Edison's first 

impressions of the city and the reasons why he chose to 

make it his winter home. Chapter 2, "Establishing Roots 

in the Jungle," tells the story of how Edison acquired 

his land and built his estate, Seminole Lodge.

Chapter  3,  "The  Inventor's  Sanctuary,"  explores 

Edison's  laboratory  and  workshop  in  Fort  Myers, 

where  he  conducted  some  of  his  most  important 

research and development work. Chapter 4, "A Vibrant 

Social Scene," describes the lively social life that Edison 

and his family enjoyed in Fort Myers.

Chapter  5,  "The  Outdoorsman's  Paradise,"  highlights 

Edison's love for fishing and boating, and his passion 

for the natural beauty of Fort Myers. Chapter 6, "Health 

and  Wellness  in  the  Tropics,"  examines  Edison's 

declining health and the ways in which the Fort Myers 

climate and lifestyle helped to prolong his life.
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Chapter  7,  "The  Legacy  of  Innovation,"  discusses 

Edison's  contributions  to  the  development  of  Fort 

Myers, including his work on the city's infrastructure 

and  his  role  in  establishing  the  Edison  Ford  Winter 

Estates.  Chapter  8,  "The  Town  that  Edison  Built," 

explores the impact of Edison's presence on the growth 

and prosperity of Fort Myers.

Chapter  9,  "Edison's  Fort  Myers:  A  Personal 

Perspective," offers a glimpse into the personal side of 

Edison's life in Fort Myers, and Chapter 10, "The Future 

of  Edison's  Haven,"  looks  at  the  preservation  and 

restoration efforts  at  the  Edison Ford Winter  Estates 

and the plans for future development.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves 

together  historical  facts,  personal  anecdotes,  and 

stunning photography to create a vivid and engaging 

portrait  of  Edison's  life  and  legacy  in  Fort  Myers. 

Destination  Fort  Myers:  The  Haven  of  a  Genius  is  a 
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must-read for anyone interested in Edison, Fort Myers, 

or the history of innovation.
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Book Description

Destination  Fort  Myers:  The  Haven  of  a  Genius 

explores the life and legacy of Thomas Edison in Fort 

Myers, Florida, where he spent winters for more than 

four  decades.  Based  on  extensive  research  and 

exclusive  interviews,  the  book  takes  readers  on  a 

journey  through  Edison's  Fort  Myers,  revealing  the 

places where he lived, worked, and played.

The book is divided into ten chapters, each focusing on 

a different aspect of Edison's life in Fort Myers. Chapter 

1,  "The Allure of Fort Myers,"  describes Edison's first 

impressions of the city and the reasons why he chose to 

make it his winter home. Chapter 2, "Establishing Roots 

in the Jungle," tells the story of how Edison acquired 

his land and built his estate, Seminole Lodge.

Chapter  3,  "The  Inventor's  Sanctuary,"  explores 

Edison's  laboratory  and  workshop  in  Fort  Myers, 

where  he  conducted  some  of  his  most  important 
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research and development work. Chapter 4, "A Vibrant 

Social Scene," describes the lively social life that Edison 

and his family enjoyed in Fort Myers.

Chapter  5,  "The  Outdoorsman's  Paradise,"  highlights 

Edison's love for fishing and boating, and his passion 

for the natural beauty of Fort Myers. Chapter 6, "Health 

and  Wellness  in  the  Tropics,"  examines  Edison's 

declining health and the ways in which the Fort Myers 

climate and lifestyle helped to prolong his life.

Chapter  7,  "The  Legacy  of  Innovation,"  discusses 

Edison's  contributions  to  the  development  of  Fort 

Myers, including his work on the city's infrastructure 

and  his  role  in  establishing  the  Edison  Ford  Winter 

Estates.  Chapter  8,  "The  Town  that  Edison  Built," 

explores the impact of Edison's presence on the growth 

and prosperity of Fort Myers.

Chapter  9,  "Edison's  Fort  Myers:  A  Personal 

Perspective," offers a glimpse into the personal side of 

Edison's life in Fort Myers, and Chapter 10, "The Future 
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of  Edison's  Haven,"  looks  at  the  preservation  and 

restoration efforts  at  the  Edison Ford Winter  Estates 

and the plans for future development.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves 

together  historical  facts,  personal  anecdotes,  and 

stunning photography to create a vivid and engaging 

portrait  of  Edison's  life  and  legacy  in  Fort  Myers. 

Destination  Fort  Myers:  The  Haven  of  a  Genius  is  a 

must-read for anyone interested in Edison, Fort Myers, 

or the history of innovation.
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Chapter 1: The Allure of Fort Myers

Thomas  Edison's  first  impressions  of  Fort 

Myers

Thomas Edison first visited Fort Myers in 1885, and he 

was immediately captivated by its beauty. He wrote to 

his wife, Mina, "This is the most beautiful place I have 

ever seen." Edison was particularly impressed by the 

area's lush vegetation, its abundance of wildlife, and its 

stunning sunsets.

Edison  also  appreciated  the  laid-back  atmosphere  of 

Fort  Myers.  He  found  the  people  to  be  friendly  and 

welcoming, and he enjoyed the town's slow pace of life. 

He wrote, "Fort Myers is a place where you can truly 

relax and escape the hustle and bustle of the city."

Edison's  first  impressions  of  Fort  Myers  were  so 

positive that he decided to build a winter home there. 

He  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the 
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Caloosahatchee  River,  and  he  began  construction  on 

Seminole Lodge, his winter retreat.

Edison spent  many happy winters  in Fort  Myers.  He 

enjoyed  fishing,  boating,  and  gardening.  He  also 

conducted  some of  his  most  important  research  and 

development work in his Fort Myers laboratory.

Edison's  love  for  Fort  Myers  is  evident  in  his  many 

letters and writings. He once wrote, "Fort Myers is my 

paradise.  It  is  a  place  where  I  can  find  peace  and 

inspiration."

Edison's legacy in Fort Myers is still strong today. The 

Edison Ford Winter Estates is one of the most popular 

tourist attractions in the city, and it is a testament to 

the love that Edison had for his adopted hometown.
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Chapter 1: The Allure of Fort Myers

The natural beauty that captivated Edison

Thomas Edison was a man of many passions, but one of 

his  greatest  loves  was the natural  world.  He was an 

avid outdoorsman and conservationist,  and he found 

solace  and  inspiration  in  the  beauty  of  the  natural 

world.

When Edison first  arrived in Fort  Myers in 1885,  he 

was immediately struck by the natural beauty of the 

area. He loved the lush vegetation, the sparkling waters 

of  the  Caloosahatchee  River,  and  the  abundance  of 

wildlife. He wrote to his wife, Mina, "I have never seen 

such a beautiful place."

Edison quickly made Fort Myers his winter home, and 

he  spent  many  happy  hours  exploring  the  natural 

surroundings. He often went fishing and boating in the 

river, and he loved to take walks in the woods. He also 
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enjoyed spending time in his botanical garden, where 

he grew a variety of plants and flowers.

The  natural  beauty  of  Fort  Myers  had  a  profound 

impact  on Edison's  life  and work.  It  inspired him to 

create some of his most famous inventions, including 

the  electric  light  bulb  and  the  phonograph.  He  also 

wrote  many  poems  and  songs  about  the  beauty  of 

nature.

In addition to its  beauty,  the natural environment of 

Fort Myers also provided Edison with a sense of peace 

and tranquility. He often said that he felt closer to God 

when  he  was  in  nature.  He  also  believed  that  the 

natural world could teach us important lessons about 

life.

Edison's love of nature is evident in everything he did. 

He  was  a  strong  advocate  for  conservation,  and  he 

worked to protect the natural beauty of Fort Myers. He 

also  encouraged  others  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  the 

natural world.
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Today, the natural beauty of Fort Myers continues to 

inspire  visitors  from all  over  the  world.  The  area  is 

home  to  a  number  of  beautiful  parks  and  gardens, 

including  the  Edison  Ford  Winter  Estates,  where 

visitors  can learn about  Edison's  life  and work.  Fort 

Myers is also a popular destination for fishing, boating, 

and other outdoor activities.
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Chapter 1: The Allure of Fort Myers

The  escape  from  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 

New Jersey

Thomas Edison was  a  man of  boundless  energy and 

creativity, but he also had a deep need for peace and 

tranquility.  He  found  both  in  Fort  Myers,  Florida,  a 

small town on the Gulf Coast where he spent the last 46 

winters of his life.

Fort Myers was a far cry from the hustle and bustle of 

New Jersey, where Edison had his primary home and 

laboratory. In Fort Myers, he could escape the constant 

demands of his work and the relentless pace of modern 

life.  He could  relax,  recharge,  and focus  on his  own 

interests, such as fishing, gardening, and spending time 

with his family.

Edison's retreat to Fort Myers was also a way to escape 

the  harsh  winters  of  the  North.  He  suffered  from 

asthma and bronchitis, and the warm, humid climate 
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of Fort Myers was much easier on his lungs. He also 

enjoyed the outdoor lifestyle that Fort Myers offered, 

and  he  spent  many  hours  fishing,  boating,  and 

exploring the surrounding countryside.

In Fort  Myers,  Edison found a place where he could 

truly be himself. He could escape the pressures of his 

public life and simply enjoy the simple pleasures of life. 

He  could  also  indulge  in  his  passion  for 

experimentation and invention,  without  the  constant 

interruptions  and  distractions  of  his  New  Jersey 

laboratory.

Edison's  love  for  Fort  Myers  is  evident  in  the  many 

letters  he  wrote  to  his  family  and  friends.  He  often 

described Fort Myers as a paradise, and he credited the 

town with helping him to extend his life and improve 

his health.  He also praised the people of  Fort  Myers, 

who  he  found  to  be  friendly,  welcoming,  and 

supportive.
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Edison's legacy in Fort Myers is still visible today. The 

Edison Ford Winter Estates, which includes his home, 

laboratory,  and  gardens,  is  now  a  National  Historic 

Site. The Estates are a popular tourist destination, and 

they offer visitors a glimpse into the life and work of 

one of America's greatest inventors.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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