
Framing It Right

Introduction

Welcome to the captivating world of  framing,  where 

creativity  and  craftsmanship  converge  to  transform 

ordinary  artwork  into  extraordinary  masterpieces. 

Embark on an artistic journey as we delve into the art 

of  framing,  unveiling  the  secrets  of  this  age-old 

tradition.  Discover  the  essential  tools  and  materials 

that will  equip you to create stunning framed pieces 

that  elevate  your  artwork  and  add  a  touch  of 

sophistication to any space. Whether you're a seasoned 

framer  or  just  starting  your  creative  adventure,  this 

comprehensive  guide  will  provide  you  with  the 

knowledge  and  inspiration  you  need  to  turn  your 

framing aspirations into reality.

As you embark on this framing odyssey, you'll learn to 

select  the  perfect  frame  that  complements  your 
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artwork and enhances its beauty. Explore the diverse 

range  of  frame  materials,  sizes,  shapes,  colors,  and 

finishes  available,  and  discover  the  art  of  matching 

frame  style  to  artwork.  Delve  into  the  intricacies  of 

preparing your artwork for framing, including matting 

techniques,  mounting  methods,  and  the  use  of 

protective coverings such as glass or plexiglass. Learn 

how to  assemble  the  frame and artwork  seamlessly, 

ensuring  a  secure  and  aesthetically  pleasing 

presentation.

Beyond  traditional  framing  techniques,  this  guide 

introduces you to a world of creative framing ideas and 

alternative  framing  methods.  Experiment  with 

shadowbox frames to add depth and dimension to your 

artwork,  or  create  captivating  collage  frames  that 

combine  multiple  elements  into  a  cohesive  display. 

Explore  the  contemporary  appeal  of  floating  frames 

and  the  timeless  elegance  of  passe-partout  frames. 

Discover the art of canvas stretching, creating gallery-

worthy  displays,  and  delve  into  the  world  of  digital 
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frames,  a  modern way to showcase your photos and 

art.

Framing is not just a practical skill; it's an art form that 

allows you to express your creativity and individuality. 

Discover  the  joy  of  experimenting  with  different 

framing styles, adding personal touches through colors 

and textures, and creating custom frames that reflect 

your  unique  artistic  vision.  Explore  the  potential  of 

framing  as  a  creative  outlet,  a  way  to  share  your 

passion with loved ones, and even a profitable business 

venture.

As you delve deeper into the world of framing, you'll 

also learn the art of caring for and maintaining your 

framed artwork. Understand the importance of proper 

handling,  storage,  and cleaning techniques  to  ensure 

the  longevity  and  beauty  of  your  framed  pieces. 

Address  common  framing  challenges  such  as  frame 

warping,  glass  breakage,  and  matting  problems,  and 
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discover effective solutions to restore and protect your 

artwork.

Journey  through  the  history  of  framing,  tracing  its 

evolution  from  ancient  times  to  modern  techniques. 

Explore  the  diverse  framing  traditions  of  different 

cultures  and  admire  famous  framed  artworks  that 

have stood the test of time. Gain insights into the latest 

innovations and trends shaping the framing industry, 

and  discover  new  possibilities  for  expressing  your 

creativity through this timeless art form.
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Book Description

Discover  the  art  of  framing  and  transform  your 

artwork into captivating masterpieces with Framing It 

Right. This comprehensive guidebook takes you on an 

inspiring  journey  through  the  world  of  framing, 

empowering  you  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  to 

create  stunning  framed  pieces  that  elevate  your 

artwork and add a touch of sophistication to any space.

Whether you're a seasoned framer or just starting your 

creative  adventure,  Framing  It  Right  provides 

everything  you  need  to  know  to  turn  your  framing 

aspirations  into  reality.  Explore  the  diverse  range of 

frame  materials,  sizes,  shapes,  colors,  and  finishes 

available,  and  learn  how to  select  the  perfect  frame 

that  complements  your  artwork  and  enhances  its 

beauty.  Delve  into  the  intricacies  of  preparing  your 

artwork  for  framing,  including  matting  techniques, 

mounting methods, and the use of protective coverings 

such as glass or plexiglass. Learn how to assemble the 
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frame and artwork seamlessly, ensuring a secure and 

aesthetically pleasing presentation.

Beyond  traditional  framing  techniques,  Framing  It 

Right  introduces  you  to  a  world  of  creative  framing 

ideas  and  alternative  framing  methods.  Experiment 

with shadowbox frames to add depth and dimension to 

your artwork, or create captivating collage frames that 

combine  multiple  elements  into  a  cohesive  display. 

Explore  the  contemporary  appeal  of  floating  frames 

and  the  timeless  elegance  of  passe-partout  frames. 

Discover the art of canvas stretching, creating gallery-

worthy  displays,  and  delve  into  the  world  of  digital 

frames,  a  modern way to showcase your photos and 

art.

Framing It Right is more than just a practical guide; it's 

an  invitation  to  explore  your  creativity  and 

individuality through the art of framing. Discover the 

joy  of  experimenting  with  different  framing  styles, 

adding personal touches through colors and textures, 
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and creating custom frames that  reflect  your unique 

artistic  vision.  Explore  the  potential  of  framing  as  a 

creative outlet, a way to share your passion with loved 

ones, and even a profitable business venture.

As you delve deeper into the world of framing, Framing 

It  Right  provides  invaluable  insights  into  the  art  of 

caring  for  and  maintaining  your  framed  artwork. 

Understand  the  importance  of  proper  handling, 

storage,  and  cleaning  techniques  to  ensure  the 

longevity and beauty of  your framed pieces.  Address 

common framing  challenges  such  as  frame warping, 

glass  breakage,  and  matting  problems,  and  discover 

effective solutions to restore and protect your artwork.

Journey through the history of framing with Framing It 

Right,  tracing  its  evolution  from  ancient  times  to 

modern  techniques.  Explore  the  diverse  framing 

traditions  of  different  cultures  and  admire  famous 

framed artworks that have stood the test of time. Gain 

insights into the latest innovations and trends shaping 
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the framing industry, and discover new possibilities for 

expressing  your  creativity  through  this  timeless  art 

form.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Framing 

Adventure

Unveiling  the  Art  of  Framing:  A  Journey  of 

Creativity and Craftsmanship

Framing  is  an  art  form  that  combines  creativity, 

craftsmanship,  and  attention  to  detail  to  elevate 

artwork  and  transform  it  into  a  captivating 

masterpiece. It's a journey that begins with a vision and 

culminates in a framed piece that not only protects the 

artwork but also enhances its beauty and significance.

Framing  is  not  merely  a  technical  skill;  it's  an 

expression of personal style and artistic sensibility. It 

allows you to add your unique touch to a piece of art, 

whether  it's  a  cherished  family  photo,  a  stunning 

landscape  painting,  or  an  abstract  expressionist 

masterpiece.  Through  the  choice  of  frame  material, 

color,  and  style,  you  can  create  a  framed piece  that 
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complements  the  artwork and reflects  your  personal 

taste.

The  art  of  framing  begins  with  understanding  the 

different  types  of  frames  available.  From  classic 

wooden  frames  to  sleek  metal  frames,  and  ornate 

antique frames to modern minimalist frames, there's a 

vast  array  of  options  to  choose  from.  Each  type  of 

frame has its own unique characteristics and can evoke 

a different mood or atmosphere.

The  choice  of  frame  material  is  also  crucial  in 

determining  the  overall  look  and  feel  of  the  framed 

piece.  Wood  frames  offer  a  timeless  and  natural 

aesthetic,  while  metal  frames  provide  a  more 

contemporary  and  industrial  look.  For  a  touch  of 

elegance,  ornate  antique  frames  can  add  a  sense  of 

history and grandeur.

Once the frame material  has  been selected,  the  next 

step is to choose the right size and shape. The size of 

the  frame  should  be  proportionate  to  the  artwork, 
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neither overwhelming it nor getting lost in its presence. 

The shape of the frame can also play a significant role 

in  enhancing  the  artwork.  A  square  or  rectangular 

frame can provide a classic and traditional look, while 

a round or oval frame can add a touch of whimsy and 

charm.

The color and finish of the frame are also important 

considerations.  The  color  of  the  frame  should 

complement  the  colors  in  the  artwork,  either  by 

matching them or by providing a  contrasting accent. 

The finish of the frame can range from a matte or satin 

finish to a high-gloss finish,  each creating a different 

visual effect.

By  carefully  considering  all  these  elements,  you  can 

create  a  framed  piece  that  not  only  protects  and 

preserves the artwork but also elevates it to a new level 

of beauty and significance. Framing is an art form that 

allows you to express your creativity and share your 

passion for art with the world.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Framing 

Adventure

Essential Tools and Materials: Gathering the 

Necessary Supplies for Framing Success

Before embarking on your framing journey, it's crucial 

to assemble the necessary tools and materials to ensure 

a successful and enjoyable experience. Whether you're 

a seasoned framer or just starting out, having the right 

supplies will make all the difference in the quality of 

your finished product.

1. Essential Tools:

 Framing  Square:  This  tool  is 

indispensable for measuring and ensuring 

precise  cuts  when  constructing  your 

frame.

 Miter Saw:  A miter saw is used to make 

precise angled cuts in the frame's molding. 
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Choose  a  saw  with  a  fine-tooth  blade  to 

achieve clean, professional-looking cuts.

 Measuring  Tape:  A  high-quality 

measuring tape is essential for accurately 

measuring  the  artwork  and  frame 

components.

 Pencil  and Eraser:  These basic tools are 

used  for  marking  and  erasing 

measurements  and  guidelines  on  the 

frame components.

 Hammer and Nails or Pin Nailer: These 

tools are used to assemble the frame. A pin 

nailer  is  a  convenient  alternative  to 

traditional hammer and nails, ensuring a 

secure and neat assembly.

 Screwdriver:  A  screwdriver  is  necessary 

for attaching the backing to the frame.

 Utility Knife: A sharp utility knife is useful 

for cutting matboard and making precise 

adjustments to the frame components.
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2. Essential Materials:

 Frame Molding: Select frame molding that 

complements  the  style  and  size  of  your 

artwork.  Various  molding  profiles  and 

finishes  are  available  to  match  your 

aesthetic preferences.

 Matboard:  Matboard  serves  as  a 

protective layer between the artwork and 

the  glass.  It  also  helps  to  enhance  the 

presentation  of  the  artwork  by  adding 

depth and contrast.

 Glass or Plexiglass: Glass or plexiglass is 

used  to  protect  the  artwork  from  dust, 

moisture,  and  UV  damage.  Consider  the 

weight  and  clarity  of  the  material  when 

making your selection.

 Backing: The backing provides support to 

the artwork and helps to keep it securely 

in place within the frame.
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 Adhesive  or  Glue:  Adhesive  or  glue  is 

used to attach the artwork to the backing 

and the backing to the frame. Choose an 

adhesive  that  is  appropriate  for  the 

materials you are using.

 Hanging  Hardware:  Hanging  hardware, 

such as D-rings, picture wire, or sawtooth 

hangers,  is  used  to  securely  hang  the 

framed artwork on a wall.

3. Additional Supplies:

 Dust  Mask  and  Safety  Glasses:  Protect 

yourself  from dust  and  debris  generated 

during the framing process by wearing a 

dust mask and safety glasses.

 Work  Gloves:  Work  gloves  can  protect 

your hands from sharp edges and splinters 

while handling the frame components.

 Clamps: Clamps are useful for holding the 

frame  components  in  place  while  the 

adhesive dries.
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 Sandpaper:  Sandpaper  can  be  used  to 

smooth  rough edges  or  imperfections  on 

the frame components.

 Touch-Up  Paint  or  Marker:  Touch-up 

paint or a marker can be used to cover up 

minor  imperfections  or  scratches  on  the 

frame.

Gathering  these  essential  tools  and  materials  will 

prepare  you  for  a  successful  framing  experience. 

Remember,  the  quality  of  your  finished  product 

depends not only on your skills but also on the quality 

of the supplies you use. Choose high-quality materials 

and tools to ensure that your framed artwork will be a 

cherished piece for years to come.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Framing 

Adventure

Preparing Your Workspace: Creating an Ideal 

Environment for Framing Projects

Crafting a beautiful framed artwork requires not only 

skill and creativity but also a well-prepared workspace. 

Whether you're a seasoned framer or just starting out, 

having a dedicated space where you can comfortably 

work on your projects is essential. Here are some tips 

for creating an ideal framing environment:

1. Choose a  Suitable Location: Select  a  room or 

area  in  your  home  or  studio  that's  spacious 

enough to accommodate your framing activities. 

Ensure the space is well-lit, with natural light or 

artificial  lighting  that  provides  consistent  and 

adequate  illumination.  Avoid  areas  with  direct 

sunlight,  as it  can cause fading and damage to 

your artwork.
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2. Organize  Your  Supplies: Invest  in  sturdy 

storage  solutions  such  as  shelves,  cabinets,  or 

drawers to keep your framing supplies organized 

and easily accessible. Clearly label each storage 

unit  to  make  it  easy  to  find the  materials  you 

need.  This  will  save  you  time  and  frustration, 

especially  when  working  on  multiple  projects 

simultaneously.

3. Create  a  Clean  and  Dust-Free  Environment: 

Framing  requires  precision  and  attention  to 

detail,  so  maintaining  a  clean  workspace  is 

crucial.  Regularly  dust  and  sweep  the  area  to 

prevent dust  and debris  from accumulating on 

your  artwork  and  framing  materials.  Consider 

using  an  air  purifier  to  remove  airborne 

particles that can settle on your projects.

4. Control  Temperature  and  Humidity: 

Fluctuating temperature and humidity levels can 

affect the integrity of your artwork and framing 
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materials.  Aim  to  maintain  a  consistent 

temperature  between  65°F  and  75°F  and  a 

relative  humidity  level  between 40% and 60%. 

Using  a  dehumidifier  or  humidifier  can  help 

regulate these conditions.

5. Protect  Your  Flooring: Framing  can  involve 

messy tasks like cutting and gluing, so protecting 

your flooring from spills and damage is essential. 

Lay down a drop cloth or tarp to cover the area 

beneath  your  workspace.  You  can  also  use 

protective  mats  or  boards  under  your  work 

surface to prevent scratches and dents.

6. Ensure  Proper  Ventilation: Some  framing 

materials,  such  as  adhesives  and  finishes,  can 

emit  fumes  and  odors.  Make  sure  your 

workspace has  adequate  ventilation to  prevent 

these  fumes  from  accumulating  and  affecting 

your health or the quality of your artwork. Open 
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windows or use exhaust fans to circulate fresh 

air.

7. Add  Personal  Touches: Personalize  your 

framing workspace to make it a place you enjoy 

working  in.  Add  artwork,  plants,  or  other 

decorative elements that inspire you. Keep your 

favorite tools and materials within easy reach to 

create  an  efficient  and  enjoyable  framing 

experience.

By following these tips, you can create an ideal framing 

workspace  that  promotes  creativity,  efficiency,  and 

precision.  A  well-prepared  space  will  enhance  your 

framing  experience  and  help  you  produce  stunning 

framed artworks that will showcase your creativity and 

passion.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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