
The Unending Struggle

Introduction

The  Philippines,  a  nation  with  a  rich  history  and 

vibrant culture, has witnessed its fair share of struggles 

and  triumphs.  The  country's  journey  towards 

democracy and freedom has been marked by pivotal 

moments and extraordinary individuals who shaped its 

destiny. This book delves into the captivating story of 

the  Marcoses,  the  Aquinos,  and  the  unfinished 

revolution that continues to resonate in the hearts and 

minds of Filipinos.

In the tapestry of  Philippine history,  the Marcos and 

Aquino  families  stand  as  towering  figures,  their 

legacies  intertwined  in  a  complex  and  tumultuous 

narrative.  Ferdinand  Marcos,  a  charismatic  and 

ambitious  leader,  ascended  to  power  in  the  1960s, 

promising  a  golden  age  of  progress  and  prosperity. 
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However,  his  rule  soon  descended  into 

authoritarianism,  marked  by  rampant  corruption, 

human rights abuses, and a suppression of dissent.

On the other side of the political spectrum, the Aquino 

family emerged as beacons of hope, representing the 

aspirations of  a  nation yearning for change.  Benigno 

Aquino  Jr.,  a  staunch  advocate  of  democracy  and 

justice, challenged Marcos's iron-fisted rule, paying the 

ultimate price with his life.  His assassination in 1983 

sparked a wave of outrage and defiance, culminating in 

the People Power Revolution that toppled Marcos from 

power and ushered in a new era of democracy.

Cory  Aquino,  Benigno's  widow,  assumed  the 

presidency  in  the  aftermath  of  the  revolution, 

becoming  a  symbol  of  unity  and  reconciliation.  Her 

administration  grappled  with  the  daunting  task  of 

rebuilding a nation shattered by years of dictatorship, 

confronting  economic  challenges,  political  instability, 

and lingering social divisions.
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The Marcoses  and the  Aquinos,  polarizing  figures  in 

Philippine  history,  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

nation's political landscape. Their legacies continue to 

be  debated  and  dissected,  shaping  the  country's 

ongoing struggle for justice, equality, and lasting peace.

This  book  is  an  exploration  of  the  Marcoses,  the 

Aquinos, and the unfinished revolution that has shaped 

the Philippines. Through a comprehensive examination 

of historical events, political intrigue, and the lives of 

key  individuals,  it  sheds  light  on the  complexities  of 

Philippine history and the enduring quest for a better 

future.

3



Book Description

In  the  heart  of  Southeast  Asia  lies  a  nation  with  a 

captivating history marked by struggles, triumphs, and 

a relentless pursuit of democracy: the Philippines. "The 

Unending Struggle: The Marcoses, the Aquinos, and the 

Unfinished  Revolution"  delves  into  the  intricate 

tapestry of this nation's journey, shedding light on the 

pivotal  moments  and  extraordinary  individuals  who 

shaped its destiny.

At  the  center  of  this  narrative  are  two  prominent 

families:  the  Marcoses  and  the  Aquinos.  Ferdinand 

Marcos,  a  charismatic  and  ambitious  leader,  rose  to 

power in the 1960s, promising a golden age of progress. 

However,  his  rule  soon  descended  into 

authoritarianism, marred by corruption, human rights 

abuses, and the suppression of dissent.

On the other side of the political spectrum, the Aquino 

family emerged as beacons of hope, representing the 
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aspirations of  a  nation yearning for change.  Benigno 

Aquino  Jr.,  a  staunch  advocate  of  democracy  and 

justice, challenged Marcos's iron-fisted rule, ultimately 

paying  the  ultimate  price  with  his  life.  His 

assassination  in  1983  ignited  a  wave  of  outrage  and 

defiance, culminating in the People Power Revolution 

that toppled Marcos from power and ushered in a new 

era of democracy.

Cory  Aquino,  Benigno's  widow,  assumed  the 

presidency  in  the  aftermath  of  the  revolution, 

becoming  a  symbol  of  unity  and  reconciliation.  Her 

administration  grappled  with  the  daunting  task  of 

rebuilding a nation shattered by years of dictatorship, 

confronting  economic  challenges,  political  instability, 

and lingering social divisions.

The  Marcoses  and the  Aquinos,  polarizing  figures  in 

Philippine  history,  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

nation's political landscape. Their legacies continue to 
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be  debated  and  dissected,  shaping  the  country's 

ongoing struggle for justice, equality, and lasting peace.

"The  Unending  Struggle"  is  an  exploration  of  the 

Marcoses, the Aquinos, and the unfinished revolution 

that  has  shaped  the  Philippines.  Through  a 

comprehensive  examination  of  historical  events, 

political  intrigue,  and  the  lives  of  key  individuals,  it 

sheds  light  on  the  complexities  of  Philippine  history 

and the enduring quest for a better future.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of the Past

Tracing the roots of conflict

The seeds of conflict in the Philippines were sown long 

before  the  rise  of  the  Marcoses  and  the  Aquinos. 

Centuries of colonial rule,  first by Spain and then by 

the United States, left a legacy of economic inequality, 

social injustice, and political instability.

The  Spanish  colonial  period,  which  lasted  for  over 

three centuries, saw the introduction of a feudal system 

that  concentrated  land  ownership  in  the  hands  of  a 

small  elite.  This  system  persisted  even  after  the 

Philippines gained independence from Spain in 1898.

American rule,  which began in 1898 and lasted until 

1946,  brought  some  economic  development  and 

educational opportunities to the Philippines. However, 

it also exacerbated social divisions and led to the rise of 

a  new class of  wealthy Filipinos who benefited from 

their close ties to American colonial authorities.
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The  combination  of  economic  inequality,  social 

injustice,  and  political  instability  created  a  fertile 

ground for discontent and rebellion. In the early 20th 

century,  a  number  of  peasant  uprisings  and  labor 

strikes broke out across the country.  These uprisings 

were  often  brutally  suppressed  by  the  colonial 

authorities.

After  World  War  II,  the  Philippines  gained  full 

independence  from  the  United  States.  However,  the 

country continued to face many of the same challenges 

that  had  plagued  it  during  the  colonial  period. 

Economic  inequality,  social  injustice,  and  political 

instability remained rampant.

In the 1950s and 1960s, a new generation of Filipinos 

emerged,  determined  to  address  the  country's  deep-

rooted  problems.  These  young  activists  and 

intellectuals  came  from  all  walks  of  life,  but  they 

shared  a  common  goal:  to  create  a  more  just  and 

equitable society.
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Their efforts laid the groundwork for the People Power 

Revolution  of  1986,  which  toppled  the  Marcos 

dictatorship and ushered in a new era of democracy. 

However, the revolution did not completely resolve the 

underlying issues that  had caused the conflict  in the 

first place.

Today,  the  Philippines  continues  to  struggle  with 

poverty, inequality, and corruption. The legacy of the 

Marcos  and  Aquino  families,  as  well  as  the  roots  of 

conflict that stretch back centuries, continue to shape 

the country's political and social landscape.

9



Chapter 1: Echoes of the Past

Unveiling the Marcos Dynasty

The Marcos dynasty, a name synonymous with power, 

wealth,  and  controversy,  left  an  indelible  mark  on 

Philippine  history.  Its  patriarch,  Ferdinand  Marcos, 

rose  from  humble  beginnings  to  become  one  of  the 

most powerful and polarizing figures in the country's 

political landscape.

Marcos's  ascent  to  power  was  marked  by  a 

combination  of  charisma,  political  savvy,  and  a 

ruthless  determination  to  consolidate  his  authority. 

Elected  president  in  1965,  he  initially  enjoyed 

widespread  popularity,  promising  economic  progress 

and social reforms. However, his administration soon 

took a dark turn, characterized by authoritarian rule, 

corruption, and human rights abuses.

Marcos's  grip on power was further strengthened by 

his  declaration  of  martial  law  in  1972,  a  move  that 
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effectively suspended the constitution and granted him 

sweeping powers. Under martial law, Marcos cracked 

down  on  dissent,  silencing  his  political  opponents, 

curtailing  press  freedom,  and  using  the  military  to 

suppress any form of resistance.

The  Marcos  dynasty  extended  beyond  Ferdinand 

himself,  encompassing  his  wife,  Imelda,  and  their 

children.  Imelda,  known  for  her  extravagance  and 

lavish  lifestyle,  became  a  symbol  of  excess  and 

corruption. The Marcos children, particularly Imee and 

Bongbong, also played significant roles in their father's 

regime,  holding  key  positions  and  amassing  vast 

wealth.

The  Marcos  dynasty's  reign  came to  an  end  in  1986 

when a popular uprising, known as the People Power 

Revolution,  forced  Ferdinand  Marcos  to  flee  the 

country.  The  revolution  was  sparked  by  the 

assassination  of  Benigno  Aquino  Jr.,  a  leading 

opposition  figure  and  Marcos's  arch-rival.  Aquino's 
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death  galvanized  the  nation  and  led  to  widespread 

protests and civil disobedience, eventually culminating 

in Marcos's downfall.

The Marcos dynasty's legacy continues to be a subject 

of  debate  and  controversy  in  the  Philippines.  While 

some view Ferdinand Marcos as a strong leader who 

brought  order  and  progress  to  the  country,  others 

condemn him as a dictator who abused his power and 

plundered the nation's resources. The Marcos family's 

immense  wealth,  acquired  through  corruption  and 

cronyism,  remains  a  source  of  resentment  among 

many Filipinos.

The  Marcos  dynasty's  rise  and  fall  offer  valuable 

lessons  about  the  dangers  of  authoritarianism,  the 

importance of democratic institutions, and the power 

of people's collective action in challenging oppressive 

regimes.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of the Past

Aquino's rise to power

Benigno Aquino Jr., or Ninoy as he was affectionately 

known,  emerged as  a  prominent  figure in Philippine 

politics during the tumultuous 1970s. His rise to power 

was marked by a combination of  personal  charisma, 

political  savvy,  and  unwavering  commitment  to 

democracy and justice.

Aquino's political journey began in 1967 when he was 

elected  to  the  Senate,  representing  the  province  of 

Tarlac.  He  quickly  gained  recognition  for  his 

eloquence,  sharp  intellect,  and  principled  stance  on 

various  issues.  As  a  senator,  Aquino became a  vocal 

critic  of  President  Ferdinand  Marcos's  increasingly 

authoritarian  rule,  speaking  out  against  corruption, 

human rights  abuses,  and  the  erosion  of  democratic 

institutions.
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In  1972,  Marcos  declared  martial  law,  effectively 

suspending  the  constitution  and  consolidating  his 

power. Aquino was among the first to be arrested and 

detained,  along  with  other  opposition  leaders  and 

activists. He spent seven years in solitary confinement, 

enduring  harsh  conditions  and  torture.  Despite  his 

imprisonment,  Aquino  remained  unyielding  in  his 

opposition  to  Marcos's  dictatorship.  He  became  a 

symbol  of  resistance  and  a  rallying  point  for  the 

growing anti-Marcos movement.

In  1980,  Aquino  was  released  from  prison  due  to 

international  pressure  and  concerns  about  his 

deteriorating health. He went into exile in the United 

States,  where  he  continued  to  denounce  Marcos's 

regime and advocate for the restoration of democracy 

in the Philippines. His speeches and interviews during 

this period inspired Filipinos both at home and abroad, 

further eroding Marcos's legitimacy and support.
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In 1983, Aquino made the fateful decision to return to 

the  Philippines,  believing  that  his  presence  would 

galvanize the opposition and accelerate the downfall of 

the  dictatorship.  Despite  warnings  from  friends  and 

family  about  the  risks  involved,  Aquino  was 

determined to face his destiny. He arrived in Manila on 

August 21, 1983, only to be assassinated on the tarmac 

of the airport.

Aquino's assassination sent shockwaves throughout the 

Philippines  and  the  world.  It  sparked  widespread 

outrage and protests, culminating in the People Power 

Revolution  that  toppled  Marcos  from  power  and 

ushered  in  a  new  era  of  democracy.  Aquino's  death 

made  him  a  martyr  for  the  cause  of  freedom  and 

democracy,  and  his  legacy  continues  to  inspire 

Filipinos to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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